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• Welcome to the Broad Street Synagogue walking tour. 
 

• This walking tour was part of a unique project that we are calling, “Sites and Stories Explored Through 
Scholarship, Art and Community Engagement.” 
 

• We have selected five artists or artist teams to create five original artistic works that explore hidden and 
layered narratives of several endangered historic sites in Providence that are featured in our 2018 Most 
Endangered Properties list. Artists and artist teams are working at the Paragon Mill in Olneyville, Parcel 1A 
on the Providence Riverfront, the Broad Street Synagogue in South Providence, and Knight Memorial 
Library in Elmwood/West End. 
 

• Each artist will begin their process this year through discussion with a local scholar and a walking tour that 
engages the community. The resulting artistic works will provoke conversations about the meaning of 
place, what happens when a site tells more than one story, and what kind of reparative work can ensue 
when a site erases some of its narratives in favor of others. 
 

• Since 1994, PPS has used the Most Endangered Properties program to engage the public in thinking about 
the future of significant historic buildings, landscapes, structures, and neighborhoods.  With “Sites and 
Stories,” we aim to expand this engagement through the work of committed Rhode Island-based artists, 
involving the community in the re-building of narratives around the human beings who inhabited these 
important properties. 
 

• This project is supported by the Rhode Island Council for the Humanities, the City of Providence 
Department of Art + Tourism and the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts, through an appropriation by 
the Rhode Island General Assembly, a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts and private 
funders. PPS is currently seeking additional finding to support the project. 



Broad Street Synagogue 

• Years on MEP: 2010, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017 

• Threat: Neglect, Vacancy 

• Built 1910-11. 

• Built as Temple Beth El for the Reform Jewish 
Congregation of the Sons of Israel and David. 

• Other Names: Broad Street Synagogue and 
Congregation of Shaare Zedek 

• Designed by architects Banning & Thornton and 
constructed  

 

 



1930s 



History 

• By the mid-20th century, the congregation 
decided to build a new temple on the East 
Side in response to the declining German 
Jewish community that had once been 
prominent in South Providence.   

• In 1954, Temple Beth El was sold to the new 
Congregation of Shaare Zedek, which formed 
out of five smaller Orthodox groups in the 
neighborhood. 



Interior Features 

• Interior changes were made to reflect the 
congregation’s Orthodox style of worship. 

• A low two-story, flat-roof brick and concrete 
block addition was added to the north side of 
the synagogue.  



After 1954 



2006-2014 

• The building was closed in 2006 and vacated. 
• In 2011, there was interior vandalism,. The copper 

roofing was stolen, leading to significant leaks and 
interior plaster and floor damage. 

• By 2012, a small group of artists, educators, and 
community residents came together to form the Broad 
Street Synagogue Revitalization Project. 

• They partnered with the Rhode Island Historical Society 
to conduct oral histories with congregants who 
worshiped in the building and worked with the 
Providence Revolving Fund to secure funding to 
stabilize the roof.  



Around 2013 



Around 2013 



Around 2013 



Around 2013 



Around 2013 



2014-2018 

• Unfortunately, this group has been inactive since 
2014. Their work is memorialized here: 
https://broadstreetsynagogue.com/ 

• In 2015, the building was sold again. The owner 
rehabilitated the interior and installed a 
temporary roof system. 

• The building was sold yet again in 2016. 
Meanwhile, due to continued vacancy and 
neglect, the exterior is being vandalized and the 
interior deteriorates yet again. 



Around 2016 

Benjy Fox Rosen 



Where is it now? 

• The owner is willing to donate it to a new 
community-minded owner. 

• It needs a permanent roof. 

• What community uses will come forth to help 
preserve this historic site? 



In Closing 

• Much of the information herein is taken from the National 
Register Nomination which can be found at 
http://www.preservation.ri.gov/register/ 

• Contact PPS at 401-831-7440 or info@ppsri.org for more 
information. 
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