
a PPS members’ trip to the Berkshires  

October 15-17, 2020 

What fertile crescent nurtured the talents of  
Norman Rockwell, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Arlo 
Guthrie, Susan B. Anthony, James Taylor, 
William Cullen Bryant, and Yo-Yo Ma? What 
region can claim the earliest recorded mention 
of baseball,  the origin of all US currency, and 
the  summer  home of the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra? 
 
The Berkshires.  

 

PPS offers heritage travel opportunities designed to build relationships among members and 
provide education about the challenges faced and techniques used by preservation advocates in 
other communities. Join us in the Berkshires this October to explore what is old and new again. 

 

This year, PPS travels not to a city, but to a 
region that has fueled creativity and culture 
since the 18th Century.  I grew to love the 
Berkshires first as a child and then as a public 
historian, and  together we’ll explore the 
architectural gems hidden in the peaks and 
valleys of this bucolic destination. 
 
 
          - Kelsey Mullen, Director of Education 

Courtesy of The Mount 



Thursday, October 15 
 
After arriving in Stockbridge, check-in to your room at the Red Lion Inn (30 Main Street), the storied iconic landmark 
at the center of this Rockwell-ian village. The inn was established as a stagecoach stop in 1773 and was later expanded 
during the Berkshire cottage era. Among its many distinctions, the Red Lion Inn has hosted guests ranging from 
Theodore Roosevelt to Bob Dylan.  
 
We’ll start our trip with an overview of the history of the region, which has been a destination for free thinkers and 
creatives for more than 250 years. Leslie Herzberg, Executive Director of the Berkshire County Historical Society, 
will deliver a wide-ranging talk over lunch at the Red Lion Inn to inform the remainder of our trip. 
 
Next, we’ll tour the Frelinghuysen Morris House & Studio, once home to prolific abstract artists, George L. K. Morris 
and Suzy Frelinghuysen. Here, in 1931, their artistic sensibilities informed the construction of the first modernist 
structure built in New England. Today, the museum boasts an impressive private collection of cubist art, which 
complements the building’s domestic scale and modern design. 
 
We’ll end our first day at The Mount, Edith Wharton’s Home completed in 1902. This estate includes a Georgian 
Revival country cottage, designed in accordance with the principles Wharton and Ogden Codman Jr. outlined in The 
Decoration of Houses, 50 acres of formal gardens and outdoor rooms, and the historic Stable, now repurposed as 
programmatic space for the cultural nonprofit. The wholesale restoration of The Mount has taken twenty years, 
largely under the leadership Executive Director Susan Wissler. She will join us for a tour and reception to discuss the 
long journey towards preserving Wharton’s legacy.  
 
Dinner is on your own. You’ll be provided with a list of recommended restaurants within 15 minutes of the Red Lion Inn 
and are encouraged to explore the Berkshires’ culinary landscape. It’s hard to go wrong! 
 

Friday, October 16 
 
Breakfast is on your own before we journey north to explore the mill towns of northern Berkshire County.  
 
Our first stop will be to the downtown offices of Cornelius Hoss, Planner for the City of Pittsfield. Once quite 
prosperous and home to General Electric, Pittsfield remains the county seat and has had to reimagine its image as a 
post-industrial city. Mr. Hoss will share his insights as to how the city’s nineteenth-century downtown has played a 
role in this transformation and how preservation has been used as a tool of revitalization. 
 
From Pittsfield, we continue north to the highest peak in Massachusetts -- Mount Greylock. Atop the mountain sits an 
Arts and Craft-style lodge built by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930s. Bascom Lodge is the centerpiece of 
the 12,500 acre park and today serves as a restaurant, hotel, and visitor center for the hikers and day-trippers who 
reach the summit. We’ll enjoy the stunning views over lunch, while learning more about the state’s Historic 
Curatorship Program, which preserves properties such as Bascom Lodge through a unique public-private partnership. 
 
After lunch, we’ll head to North Adams and the Mass MoCA (Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art). 
Recognized as one of the world’s liveliest centers for making and enjoying today’s most evocative art, Mass MoCA has 
become a must-visit museum, and the groundbreaking work taking place there is largely possible because of the 
museum’s transformation of the old Arnold Print Works / Sprague Electric Company campus. The history of MASS 
MoCA’s site spans more than two hundred years of economic, industrial, and architectural change, and the former-
mill-complex-turned-museum is as much a masterpiece as the art in its sprawling galleries.  
 



We’ll partake of a hearty farm-to-table dinner at Mezze, a rural bistro that has distinguished themselves for their 
locally-sourced fare.  
 

Saturday, October 17 
 
Breakfast is on your own. 
 
Our final day begins at Chesterwood, the former summer home and studio of American sculptor Daniel Chester 
French, who is best known for creating two of our nation’s most powerful symbols: the Minute Man at the Old North 
Bridge in Concord, Massachusetts, and Abraham Lincoln for the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C. Most of 
French’s estate is now owned and managed by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and is the administrative 
locus of the Trust’s Historic Artists’ Homes and Studios Program. Site Director, Donna Hassler, will tour us around 
the property. 
 
You’re encouraged to grab a quick bite for lunch on your own at any one of the charming cafes and eateries on Main 
Street in Great Barrington (named “Best Small Town in America” by Smithsonian Magazine).  
 
After lunch, we’ll convene at the Clinton A.M.E. Zion Church, the first African American church in Berkshire County 
and the home congregation of W.E.B Du Bois. As recently as 2015, this modest shingle style vernacular building was 
in disrepair and threatened by demolition. Fortunately, the community group formed to save the National Historic 
Landmark has been tremendously successful at raising funds to preserve the site and to establish a cultural center 
celebrating African American history and heritage. Eugenie Sills, Executive Director of Clinton Church Restoration, 
and Dr. Whitney Battle-Baptiste, Associate Professor of Anthropology at UMASS Amherst and Director of the 
University’s W.E.B. Du Bois Center, will lead us in an examination of community preservation and the importance of 
centering marginalized histories.  
 
There are no other group activities planned, but if you choose to extend your stay in the Berkshires, we’d be happy to 
make additional recommendations for food and touring. 

Courtesy of Mass MoCA 



Please read carefully our policies listed below. It is your responsibility to inquire about and fully understand change 
and cancellation policies regarding your travel arrangements. 
 

Tour Costs* 

$1,795 per person, double occupancy 

$1, 895 per person, single occupancy 
 

* Must be a current PPS member 
 

If you would like to stay additional nights before or after the tour, please contact PPS at (401) 831-7440. 
 

Payment Schedule 

Due Date Amount 

May 18, 2020 Deposit: 50% of tour cost 

July 1, 2020 Remaining balance 
 

Cancellation Policy 

A full refund of the payment will be returned if cancellation is made prior to July 1, 2020. 

50% of the payment will be returned if cancellation is made between July 13 and August 9, 2019. 
 

No refund will be returned after August 9, 2020. All cancellations must be made in writing. 
 

A portion of the tour price includes a tax-deductible donation to Providence Preservation Society to support its 
advocacy and education programming. The final amount will be communicated to you at the conclusion of the trip. 

Courtesy of Department of Conservation 



 

Group Size 
Minimum group size is 11 paid participants. Tour will not operate 
with fewer people. Maximum group size is 22 paid participants. 
 
Travel 
Participants are responsible for their own travel to Stockbridge, and 
guest parking will be available at the Red Lion Inn. Once the trip is 
underway, PPS will charter vans to and from our destinations.  
 
Since the Berkshires are rural, cars are required for any evening 
excursions beyond the hotel. While rideshare apps are operational, 
they have limited availability. 
 
Packets 
Approximately thirty days before departure, we will provide the full 
tour itinerary, including bios of our hosts and speakers, suggested 
activities, restaurants, and other useful information. The full and 
updated itinerary will be provided upon arrival in the Berkshires. 
 
PLEASE NOTE 
The itinerary is subject to change and enhancement. 

Trip Cost Includes 
 Pre-trip preview reception in Providence 
 Two night accommodation at the Red Lion Inn 
 Receptions, meals, gratuity described in the itinerary 
 Admission to sights and tours specified in the itinerary 
 Speaker and tour guide fees 
 Local group transportation 
 
 

Trip Cost Does Not Include 
 Meals and gratuity described as “on your own” 
 Alcohol, unless noted (i.e. receptions) 
 Travel insurance, which you may secure 

individually from a travel agent 
 Travel to  and from the Berkshires 
 Tipping at the hotel 
 Individual hotel expenses 
 Additional nights at hotel  

RESPONSIBILITY AND LIABILITY 
 

Providence Preservation Society (PPS) shall not be responsible or liable in any way for loss, death, injury or damage to 
persons or property suffered or incurred by any person in connection with this program or any part of it.  PPS only acts as 
your agent in providing tour arrangements and assumes no responsibility or liability in connection with the service of any 
vessel, carriage, bus, aircraft, or any other conveyance, excursion, sightseeing, restaurant, hotel accommodation, or any 
other accommodations used in the performance of the tour, or in event of theft.  Baggage and personal effects are the sole 
responsibility of the participant. Should it be necessary or advisable, for any reason whatsoever, to alter the itinerary or 
arrangements, such alterations may be made. Additional expense, if any, shall be borne by the participant.  
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Please choose a rooming option: 

 Single person occupancy $1,895/person    Double occupancy $1, 795/person  

 

I will be rooming with: _______________________________ 

 

I am interested in reserving a room ____Wednesday 10/14 and/or  ____ Saturday 10/17 at an additional cost. 

 

Traveler #1: ____________________________________________________________  

Emergency contact: Name _________________________________________Phone__________________________  

 

Traveler #2: ____________________________________________________________  

Emergency contact: Name _________________________________________Phone__________________________  

 

Address of traveler(s): _____________________________________________________________________________  

City: ___________________________________________________________ State: ______ Zip: ________________  

Home telephone: ____________________________________Alternate telephone: ____________________________  

E-mail: __________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

  Enclosed is a check for my deposit, 50% of tour cost in the amount of $______________________________  

OR  

 Please charge $_____________________ to my credit card:  MasterCard  Visa  Discover  American Express 

Card Number:_________________________________________Exp. Date: _____________CSV code: ___________  

Name on Card: ___________________________________________________________________________________  

Billing Address:___________________________________________________________________________________  

City: ___________________________________________________________ State: ______ Zip: ________________  

 Please charge my credit card for balance due on July 1.         

Note: a 3% processing fee will be added to credit card payments. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

 

A deposit of 50% of tour cost or full payment is due upon registration to hold the reservation.  

 

Please include credit card information or a check payable to Providence Preservation Society.  

 

Mail completed reservations and payment to:     -OR-   To pay by credit card, call PPS at (401) 831-7440.  

Providence Preservation Society    This signed form must be returned within  

24 Meeting Street      five days of payment to secure the reservation. 

Providence, RI 02903      

 

Those traveling together but who have different home addresses and/or contact information should fill out separate 

forms. 


