Historic Structure Report
Phase I

Courtesy of Historic American Buildings Survey, 1962

The Old Brick School House
24 Meeting Street
Providence, Rhode Island
Prepared for:

The Providence Preservation Society
21 Meeting St.
Providence, R.I
March 2014.

Prepared by:

Myron O. Stachiw
with contributions from
John Vaughan and Dyan Vaughan
Architectural Conservation Services
Bristol, R. I.

2

Table of Contents

Acknowledgements

Page 4

Introduction

Pages 5 - 10

History of the Site and Building
Ownership and Use

Pages 11 - 45

Physical Investigation of the Building

Pages 46 – 107

Interpretive Summary

Pages 108 - 113

Recommendations

Pages 114 – 119

Bibliography

Pages 120 – 124

Illustration Credits

Pages 125 -127

Appendix I: Chronology of Site Ownership
and Building Use, 1636 - 2013

Pages I.1 – I.43

Appendix II: Chronology of Construction,
Repair, and Alteration, 1769 - 2013

Pages II.1- II.60

Appendix III: Statistics of School Attendance, 1800 – 1897

Pages III.1 – III.5

3

Acknowledgements
The research conducted for this project has, as it always does, involved the support and
assistance of many people. Without their assistance and encouragement, this report would not have
been as rich in the details of the building's history of use and alteration. Although the story of the
building at this stage of the study process remains incomplete, a reliable outline of the main events and
developments – as well as a series of strategically-formed questions that still require answers – have
been accomplished.
First of all, I would like to thank Dr. Karen Jessup who, as Interim Director of the Providence
Preservation Society, insisted that proper research and documentation of this significant historic
structure had to be conducted before any plans for alterations and remodeling take place. I am grateful
to her for providing me the opportunity to become involved in the project which resulted in this report.
The staff of the Providence Preservation Society has also been very helpful, especially Paul Wackrow
and Kate Blankenship, who assisted me in finding relevant materials in the PPS files; when I could not
locate all of the files, they themselves searched and found them for me. I also thank members of the
Board of Directors, especially Jack Renshaw, for his support and assistance throughout the project, and
new Director Brent Ryerson for his understanding of the need to know as much as possible about the
building before undertaking any alterations and his continued support of the project, and for his
kindness and patience. Richard Greenwood of the Rhode Island Historical and Preservation
Commission shared with me his knowledge of Zachariah Allen and the fact that he was a student in the
Old Brick School House in his youth, and directed me to the appropriate sources. Jane Lancaster,
currently in the process of writing a history of Brown University, generously shared information she
had about use of the Old Brick School House by Rhode Island College and its Latin School for
classrooms in 1770-1771. Kristen Heitert of the Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc. generously
shared documentary sources and maps with me.
The documentary research phase is always the most intense and exhausting component of such
a research project. It is often made easier and more effective by knowledgeable, pleasant, and kind
librarians and archivists. This project was no exception. I am ever grateful for the guidance, assistance,
patience, and kindness shown to me by the librarians and archivists of: the Rhode Island State
Archives, especially Kenneth S. Carlson; Providence City Archives, especially City Archivist Paul
Campbell and his assistants Nathan Lavigne and Caleb Horton; and the staff and librarians of the
Rhode Island Historical Society. Without their help this project could not have succeeded.
I am also grateful for the collaboration and friendship of John and Dyan Vaughan of
Architectural Conservation Services of Bristol, RI. It is great to work with colleagues and friends who
share your passion and professionalism.
Finally, special thanks to my family: Nancy and Andrew, for their patience, assistance, and
support during the duration of this most interesting project.

Myron O. Stachiw
East Woodstock, CT

4

Introduction
This report presents the results of extensive documentary research and limited physical
investigation undertaken by historic consultant Myron O. Stachiw on the Old Brick School House, 24
Meeting Street, in Providence, R.I.1 This limited historic structure report was commissioned by the
Providence Preservation Society, which has leased the building from the City of Providence since 1960,
and finally purchased the building outright from the City of Providence in early 2013. As the Society
has plans to re-occupy the Old Brick School House as its headquarters, the research project was
undertaken to assemble a comprehensive historical record and narrative of its history and to evaluate
the existing interior partitions as to their age and significance prior to development of any plans for its
improvement as headquarters of the society.
The two-story brick building, construction of which began in 1769, was erected to be used as a
school house to educate the children of Providence. While not the first school house erected in
Providence, it is the earliest surviving school house in the state, and one of the earliest surviving
buildings built as a public school house in the original 13 colonies. Despite the noble hopes and plans
of a group of education-minded members of Providence to establish a public school system and erect
several schools in the town, and the initial support of the Town Council, at town meeting voters
rejected the ambitious plan on the grounds of the increased tax burden of constructing and supporting
the schools. As a result only two school buildings were built, partly supported by the Town and partly
through a subscription and contributions from Providence’s leading citizens. One was built of brick
and two-stories in height (the Old Brick School House on Meeting Street), the other a one-story timberframed building (Whipple Hall, formerly located at north end of Benefit Street). As a result of the
shared financial burden, the Town managed the ground floor of the Brick School House, and the
subscribers the second floor; each was responsible for operating their own school and paying their
teachers.
The Brick School House experienced a remarkable history of use over the next two centuries,
often the site of pioneering events in the educational system of Rhode Island and even the entire
country. During the Revolutionary War its function as a school was interrupted as it was taken over to
serve as an arsenal for the storage and manufacture of munitions in support of the patriot cause; by the
late 1780s it resumed its role as a school, and in 1800 the Town of Providence bought out the
subscribers to gain full ownership of the building as it attempted again, this time a bit more
successfully, to create a public school system. Despite the repeal of the recently adopted public
education enabling legislation in 1803, Providence continued to operate its schools as public schools.
When the General Assembly of the State of Rhode Island adopted legislation creating a statewide
public education system in 1828, the Brick School House continued in its role as a Primary and
Grammar School; within a few years it was designated as a school for “colored children”, the first fully
supported by the Town of Providence. At the time of the ascendancy of the Peoples’ Party and adoption
of the Peoples’ Constitution in the early 1840s, the African-American teacher in the school was among
the leaders in the Providence African-American community to petition the Peoples’ Party and

1 The physical investigation also included limited field investigation of the paint stratigraphy of various elements interior
woodwork elements of the building by John and Dyan Vaughan of Architectural Conservation Services of Bristol, RI.
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Constitutional Convention to return voting rights to Rhode Island’s black citizens. In 1850 the Brick
School House was among the first schools in Providence to offer an evening school, and one especially
designated for African-American residents of the city. The school was at the center of the long,
controversial struggle by Providence’s black community to end separate schools for white and black
children in Providence; this practice was finally abolished in 1866. With this end to educational
segregation, the building ceased its role as a regular grammar and primary school. When the
movement to introduce instruction in domestic arts – sewing and cooking – gained favor in the 1860s
and 1870s, the Brick School House served as a sewing school and later a cooking school, teaching
children of immigrants how to prepare nutritional and inexpensive meals with contemporary cooking
technology and utensils.
When the medical profession came to understand the dangers and nature of tuberculosis in the
closing decades of the 19th century and began to recommend treatment not just of the seriously
infected, but also preventive care for susceptible children, the then vacant Brick School House became
the site of the first Fresh Air or Open Air School in the United States in 1908. Modeled after similar
schools in Europe, the objective of the Providence Fresh-Air School was to take children who may
have been exposed to or in early stages of tuberculosis, or suffering from anemia or other ailments that
made them especially susceptible to the disease, and place them in special classrooms. The goal was to
improve their health through a regimen of small classes, instruction that allowed individual attention
and growth, healthful food, and exposure to natural light and clean, fresh air. To meet these conditions,
a portion of the south wall of the building in the second floor classroom was removed and replaced
with large floor-to-ceiling windows which were kept open through all but the most extreme weather.
The results were remarkable: participating children showed marked improvement in their health within
a few short months. From Providence the movement spread nationwide; in Providence and Pawtucket
22 Fresh Air classrooms were established over the next two decades. The concept of the Fresh-Air
school was even adopted by some schools serving healthy children. The Gordon School, Rhode
Island’s first independent, coeducational elementary school, was founded in 1910 in Providence by
pediatrician Dr. Helen West Cooke as a Fresh-Air school. She and other educators surmised that if this
environment, structure and method of instruction and care was so beneficial to children suffering from
various ailments, it would also be beneficial to healthy children. During this period the Brick School
House also served as an eye and ear clinic operated on the ground floor.
In 1946 the building was again used as a school house, this time occupied by the Meeting Street
School. The school was founded by Dr. Eric Denhoff, a pediatric neurologist and leader in
advancements for children with disabilities, and educator Margaret Langdon. Its goal was to provide
integrated educational, therapeutic, and developmental services to children with disabilities and
developmental delays. The Meeting Street School occupied the building until 1957 when they moved
to a new campus on Providence’s East Side. During the 1940s and early 1950s the building was also
the home of the Society for Crippled Children and Adults of Rhode Island.
In late 1959, the Providence Preservation Society occupied the vacant building for use as their
new society headquarters, officially gaining a lease for the building from the City of Providence in
1960. Over the next 52 years the Providence Preservation Society occupied the building in a variety of
capacities. During this time, with generous support from the Rhode Island Foundations, Champlin
Foundation, City of Providence, 1772 Foundation, and private donors the Society improved and
maintained the building as offices and meeting space. Restoration work in the mid 1960s reopened two
of the four original fireplaces, and removed the large windows installed during use as a Fresh-Air
6

School and reconstructed the wall and original window configuration. Other internal improvements
included introducing modern heating and plumbing, rewiring, creating modern bathrooms and kitchen,
and office- and storage space.
Documentary research in the collections and archives of the City of Providence, State of Rhode
Island, Rhode Island Historical Society, Rhode Island Historical Preservation and Heritage
Commission, and Providence Preservation Society has allowed the assembly of histories of site
ownership, site use, and a chronology of construction, alterations, and maintenance. The latter two
chronologies – site use and construction/alteration/maintenance – though extensive, still have
considerable gaps. This is largely the result of missing or destroyed documents, or documents that may
be extant but remain uncatalogued within extensive collections (Providence City Archives). Often
references to reports and accounts of repairs to the Brick School House were found in minutes of
Providence School Committee records of the mid 19th century but the actual reports or accounts could
not be located or accessed.
Physical investigation of the building was largely confined to a review of historic photographs
and careful exploration of the interior and exterior of the building in the context of the documentary
evidence collected. In 2011-2012 architect Peter Borgemeister conducted investigations to create
architectural drawings of the building: interior and exterior elevations; floor plans; framing plans with
details of roof, cornice, and floor framing; and drawings for remodeling and converting the space into
new offices and meeting room for the Society. In the process, he cut several openings through the floor
and plaster walls and ceilings to investigate and document the framing. These existing access ports
provided valuable information about details of construction and alterations. Two additional openings
were cut through the plaster walls and ceilings to provide additional information that provided critical
information for reconstruction of the original floor plan of the building. John and Dyan Vaughan, paint
conservators of Architectural Conservation Services of Bristol, RI, spent several days conducting field
microscope investigations of paint stratigraphy on interior painted surfaces to determine relative
chronologies of the various elements of the building’s interior fabric. The primary goal of these
investigations, while not as comprehensive as investigation of processed samples in a laboratory, where
polarized and ultraviolet light, chemical washes, and other procedures could be applied, was to show
which elements of the building’s woodwork – door and window casings, wainscoting, doors, post
casings, etc. - may have been original, which were replaced, and when, relative to each other, all based
on comparing the sequence of surviving paint layers.
The result of this investigation, combined with limited analysis of surviving building
technology, suggests that considerable early fabric survives; perhaps 40-50% of the existing interior
woodwork dates to the 18th century (cannot tell at this point whether to the original construction in
1769 or major repairs in the 1780s after the damages resulting from the Revolutionary War use of the
building as an arsenal). The 19th century saw many more changes to interior partitions, wainscoting,
plaster walls and ceilings, and floors, and the 20th century saw additional rebuilding of the interior, the
result of changing pedagogical practices, uses of the building, and major repairs. For example, original
partition walls forming a central hallway on both the first and second floors were removed during the
late 18th century or early 19th century; the two-story front stair tower was added in 1808; plaster and
lath on walls and ceilings were replaced at least once during the 19th century; the east wall of the larger
ground floor room appears to date to the 1840s at the earliest2; the partitions forming the rooms to the
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east of this wall date from the late 19th century to the mid 20th century. On the second floor, the roof
structure was entirely replaced with the current roof trusses in the late 1870s; the east wall dividing the
large meeting room from the kitchen and bathroom spaces dates to the 1970s, with improvements to the
kitchen, bathroom, and rear staircase occurring into the 1990s.
While the limited physical investigation undertaken to date and the field-based paint
stratigraphy investigation have provided much valuable information on the relative sequencing of
alterations, some approximate dating of the changes, and the approximate dates of construction of the
surviving ground floor partitions, this aspect of the study remains incomplete. The data collected to
date, both documentary and physical, must be supplemented with some very focused additional
documentary research to discover documents that were either inaccessible or could not be pursued due
to time limitations, and more careful physical investigation which can elucidate the changes suggested
in the documentary and physical evidence collected.3 Together they can provide accurate dating of
these periods of transformation of the building and tie them to important changes in pedagogical
method and theory in 19th – and early 20th century education in Rhode Island and the nation.
Physical investigation should include: sampling of interior and exterior surfaces for
investigation in the laboratory for paint color as well as for archaeological information regarding
phasing; careful removal and investigation of physical evidence that was not possible during the first
stage of this project to gain additional information about the chronology and nature of the use of the
building and its physical changes; additional and very focused archaeological investigation of the crawl
space and the architectural debris deposited there during earlier alterations has the potential to provide
much information on the chronology of alterations and also to proved artifacts from the various phases
of use.

2 The dating of this wall is based on the use of a type of cut nail that was manufactured after the early 1840s.
3

Physical investigation requiring removal of existing architectural elements was very limited during this phase. To
establish better relative dating of architectural changes and, hopefully, absolute dating of significant changes and
surviving fabric, it will be necessary to remove and analyze the types of nails used, expose more of the now hidden
evidence, and correlate this with very careful, laboratory-based analyses of paint stratigraphy on the architectural
elements in the building.
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Summary of major phases of construction and alteration
1769-70

Construction of Brick School house. Originally built with two chambers on each floor.

1785-88

Repair /alterations as result of use of the building as an arsenal for munitions production
and storage

1790s

Interior alterations, extent unknown

1804

Repairs to school, extent known

1807-1808

Repairs and construction of an addition – the front stair tower. Total expenditure more
than $600.

1816-1819

Repairs to the Brick School House totaling nearly $200. Included fence and new privy
pit and building.

1831-1832;

Repairs to Brick School House totaling more than $100.

1834

Repairs and alterations in the room appropriated to the 2nd Primary School related to
reinstatement of Primary School in the Brick School House on Meeting St.

1841

Repairs on the room in which the school for colored children is kept. Report to City
Council stated “The building has undergone considerable repairs to render it less
inconvenient to scholars and teachers.”

c.1850-1867 Gas lighting introduced
1869

General repairs, carpentry and painting, to building, at cost of more than $63.

1874

Pawtuxet Water introduced at the Meeting Street School House.

1877

Major roof repairs, installation of current truss roof system.

1907

Building fitted up for Open-Air School on second floor
Included installation of large windows on second floor, toilets on ground floor, new rear
stair enclosure

1960-1961

PPS repairs, alterations, initial systems upgrade

1965-1966

PPS_ Exterior and interior repairs, including restoration of original window
configuration on second floor. Funded by RI Foundation and gifts.

1968-1980

PPS_Minor interior and exterior repairs and alteration: roof repair, exterior trim repair,
improvement of bathrooms; painting; refinishing floors, construction of storage area and
reference area; code improvements, electrical and heating systems improvements;
9

1984

Grant from Champlin Foundations for major exterior improvements and repair including
total repointing of all masonry joints, new cedar roof installed, repairs to trim, etc.

1985

Grant from Champlin Foundations for major interior improvements including kitchen
and storage facilities; new HVAC systems.

1990-1992

Grant from Champlin Foundations for major landscape and heating systems
inmprovements

1994

Grant from Champlin Foundations for major interior improvements: redesign and new
kitchen facilities; 2nd floor bathroom installed; rear staircase reoriented. electrical and
HVAC upgrade.

1997

Grant from Champlin Foundations for repair of floor beneath ground floor bathrooms

2013

Front steps reconfigured and replaced under grant from 1772 foundation
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Site Ownership and use4
Ownership by William Carpenter – 1636-1638
The property on which the Brick School House was constructed was originally part of home lot
# 19 granted to William Carpenter in 1636 in the initial division of lands lying along Towne Street
(now North and South Main Street (Fig.1) The long, narrow lot was described as “adjoining on the
north side of the highway which leadeth from the Towne street [now Meeting Street] into the neck,”
and extended eastward from Towne Street to what is now Hope Street. William Carpenter was born in
Amesbury, Wiltshire, England, and came to Providence in 1636. He was one of the original
Proprietors, the eighth named in the original deed from Roger Williams to his twelve associates; he
signed the compact of 1640. Carpenter sold the home lot in 1638 to Thomas Olney, Sr., and moved to
Pawtuxet.5 He did not construct a dwelling on the home lot before his departure to Pawtuxet in 1638.
A.

B.

Ownership by the Olney Family
Thomas Olney, Sr., purchased home lot #19 from William Carpenter in 1638. Olney arrived to
Salem in the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1635 from Hertford, England, with his wife and two
children and became a member of the church where Roger Williams was first an unofficial assistant to
the pastor, Rev. Samuel Skelton (1633), and then acting pastor after the death of Rev. Skelton in 1634.
Olney came to Providence by 1638 and became one of the original members of the church and one of
the twelve original associates (ninth to sign the deed) of Roger Williams and Proprietors of Providence.
He was a signer of the compact of 1640. Olney was granted home lot # 21 [the second below present
Meeting Street], where he built his dwelling house in 1638. He served as the first town treasurer of
Providence, was one of the first surveyors, and also one of the first Commissioners. He was later
appointed to the office of Assistant and served for many years.6
Thomas Olney, Sr., bequeathed his two home lots (#19 and 21) to his son Thomas Olney by will
dated March 21, 1679 (probated after his death in October 1682).7 Thomas Olney, Jr., was also born in
Hertford, England. When he arrived in Providence with his family he was a child of six or seven years
of age; when he inherited the home lot he was 48 years old. Neither Thomas, Sr., nor his son Thomas
built a dwelling house on lot #19. It is likely that they used the land as pasture and/or planting fields.
Thomas Olney, Jr. (after the death of his father he was known as Thomas, Sr., as he had a son
named Thomas), passed the two home lots that he inherited from his father on to his son William Olney
by will dated February 20, 1721-1722:8
4 See Appendix 1 for a detailed chronology of ownership and use of the site and buildings. Appendix II provides a
detailed chronology construction, repairs, additions, and alterations to the building and lot.
5 John Hutchins Cady, The Civic and Architectural Development of Providence, 1636-1950 (The Book Shop, Providence
Rhode Island, 1957), p. 10; Charles Wyman Hopkins, The Home Lots of the Early Settlers of the Providence
Plantations, with Notes and Plats (Providence Press Company, Providence, RI, 1886), p. 32.
6 Hopkins, Home Lots of Early Settlers, p. 33-34.
7 Will of Thomas Olney, Sr., Providence City Archive, Docket A39, Wills, Vol. 1, p. 43; Early Records of Providence, Vol.
6, p. 47.
8 The following passages are extracted from Thomas Olney's will, 20 February 1721/1722, and approved at a meeting of
the Town Council on 9 July 1722 (Thomas died 11 June 1722). Wills, Volume 2, pp. 126-130, Providence City Archive.
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Figure 1.

Providence home lots. The Old Brick School House was erected on land
originally laid out as home lot 19 originally laid out to William Carpenter.
From John Hutchins Cady, The Civic and Architectural Development of
Providence, 1636-1950 (Providence, 1957).
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I...give and bequeath unto my son William Olney my two home lotts situate and lieing
and being in said Providence Towne, one of which was my father Thomas Olney his
homestead and lieth adjoining on the north side of that which was the homestead lott
of Thomas Angell, deceased, and on the south side of that which was the homestead
lott of Robert Cole, deceased, the other of said lotts lieth adjoining on the north side of
the highway which leadeth from the Towne Streete into the neck, being that lott which
was originally the lott of William Carpenter, deceased, each lott containing about six
acres and half or seven acres of land... 9

In addition to these two lots, Thomas Olney also bequeathed the east end of the home lot
formerly belonging to Robert Cole, his forty foot lots lying by the waterside on the west side of Towne
Street, his homestead land and tenements where he lived at the time of his death located on both sides
of the river at a place called “Stompers”. However, Thomas Olney left these lands to his son William
with certain restrictions. The former home lot of his father and the lot that was originally owned by
William Carpenter - later the site of the Brick School House – were “to be unto him my aforesaid son
William Olney and to the lawful heirs of his body begotten to have and to hold with the privileges and
appurtenances thereunto belonging.” The wording of this last clause - lawful heirs of his body
begotten - is significant, as it defines a condition known as an “entail.”10 In common law, entail is an
estate of inheritance in real property which prevents the property from being sold, devised by will, or
otherwise alienated, but which passes automatically by operation of law to the property owner's heirs
upon his or her death. Its purpose was to keep family estates intact in the main line of succession,
usually to the eldest son or next heir in line if the eldest was no longer living. It was also meant to keep
illegitimate children or children from “blended” families from inheriting the property. The owner of
the property had the equivalent of a life interest in the property which was automatically extinguished
upon his or her death, with the property automatically passing to the next successor or heir in law.
Clearly Thomas Olney, Sr., felt that these two parcels were quite valuable, both economically and for
family reasons, and should always remain in the family. The first lot, which was Thomas Olney, Sr.'s
homestead lot (d. 1682), contained the burying place where Thomas and his wife (deceased
grandparents of William Olney) were buried, and where Thomas himself wished to be buried upon his
death, and for his children and grandchildren also to have that privilege. While the other parcels
bequeathed to William Olney were not limited by entail during the life of William – meaning he could
“dispose of them to such of his children as he shall see cause. But in case my said son William Olney
shall die and leave the said lands and tenements undisposed of then my will is that the said lands and
tenements shall revert to his lawful heirs of his body with the privileges and appurtenances thereunto
belonging.” In this way Thomas imposed an entail on these lands as well if William died before he
disposed of (sold or gifted) the lands to his children during his lifetime. In the disposition of the
remainder of his extensive landholdings to his son William, grandchildren, and daughter-in-law, he
stipulated that some of the lands would be held in fee simple, meaning they could be disposed of as
pleased, and others would be held under entail. However, it was possible to formally remove an entail
9 Will of Thomas Olney, Sr., written February 20, 1721/22. Providence City Archive, Docket A201, Wills, Vol. 2, p. 126.
10 For a useful discussion of the history and practice of entail, or “fee tail”, see https://en.wikipedia.org.wiki/Feetail
(accessed 19 July 2013). This situation is very relevant to the parcel of land on which the Brick School House was built,
as William Olney did sell the land to William Page only three years later and a challenge to William's sale of the land
was raised almost three decades later by an Olney heir. See the discussion below on the ownership of the land by
William Page.
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by a legal process, referred to as “docking” or “barring” and entail. If a parcel of land held under the
entail restriction was sold, the heirs of the seller could sue in court to reclaim the land as wrongfully
alienated; such claims were usually supported by the courts.
In 1725 William Olney, Sr., and his son, William, Jr., sold two parcels of land from the home lot
situated on the north side of the road from Towne Street to the Neck [Meeting Street] that were part of
the entailed land willed by Thomas Olney to his son William, Sr., in 1722. A parcel abutting Towne
Street on the west, Richard Waterman's land on the north [now the parade ground of the Old State
House] and on the south by the road to the Neck, extending eastward from Towne Street for 160 feet,
was sold to Thomas Arnold, Jr. The next year Arnold granted this land by indenture for the erection of
a new meetinghouse for the Society of Friends, or Quakers, as they were commonly called.11 The
remainder of the lot, totaling approximately six acres and extending eastward in a narrow strip along
the north side of the road to the Neck [Meeting Street] all the way to what is now Hope Street, was sold
to William Page.12
Ownership by the Page Family – I: 1725 - 1731
William Page, a blacksmith, arrived in Providence from Plainfield, New London County,
Colony of Connecticut, by 1720. In that year he purchased of William Smith a dwelling house and
adjoining lands located on the west side of Towne Street. The land consisted of a 40 foot lot, so called
because it had a frontage along Towne Street of 40 feet, and one half of an adjoining 40 foot lot; both
lots extended westward from Towne Street to the channel of the Providence River; the lots lay opposite
the home lot belonging to the heirs of Jonathan Crawford [home lot # 20 situated just south of Meeting
Street] and the start of the road to the Neck [Meeting Street]. In addition to the dwelling house, the
land included several outbuildings, a privilege of wharfing along the river's shore, and a barn that
William Smith had built across Towne Street on land that belonged to Thomas Olney (later sold to
Thomas Arnold, Jr. for the Quaker Meetinghouse in 1725). The next day William Page mortgaged the
property to Smith; in April 1723 he had successfully paid off the loan and the mortgage was
discharged.13
C.

William Page's largest and most important purchase of real estate was made in 1725 from
William Olney, Sr., and William Olney, Jr., when he purchased approximately six acres of land on the
north side of the highway to the neck [Meeting Street]. At the time, the parcel contained only the barn
at the extreme west end which William Smith sold with his dwelling house and lands on the west side
of Towne Street to William Page in 1720. Presumably, this barn was either removed by William Page
when the Olneys sold the land to Thomas Arnold, Jr., for the Quaker meetinghouse, or William sold it
to Arnold; at any rate, no record of this transaction remains. The remainder of the six acre parcel,

11

Deed, William Olney, Sr., and William Olney, Jr., to Thomas Arnold, Jr., Providence Land Records, Vol. 6, p. 389;
Indenture, Thomas Arnold with Thomas Smith, Benjamin Smith, Joseph Arnold, Providence Land Records, Vol. 12, p.
124, written 31 January 1726/27, recorded 15 August 1747.
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Deed, William Olney, Sr., and William Olney, Jr., to William Page, Providence Land Records, Vol. 6, p. 386, written 27
November 1725, recorded 13 December 1725.

13

Deed, William Smith to William Page, Providence Land Records, Vol. 4, p. 167, written 16 May 1720, recorded 26
May 1720; mortgage deed, William Page to William Smith, Providence Land Records, Vol. 5, p. 11, written 17 May
1720, recorded 30 September 1720, discharged 9 April 1723.
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which climbed eastward up and over the hill in a strip approximately 110 feet wide, was open land used
as planting fields and pasture. A small part of this parcel at its western end had been sold by the Olneys
at the same time as William Page made his purchase to Thomas Arnold, Jr., for construction of the new
meetinghouse for the Society of Friends. By 1733 portions of this parcel would form the
administrative core of the newly-formed County of Providence with the construction of the Providence
County Court House in 1730-31 and a new county jail house in 1733.14 (Fig. 2).

Figure 2.

14

Providence in the mid-18th century. Note the Friends Meeting House,
County House and Goal laid out along County House Way (Goal Lane),
later Meeting Street. The Old Brick School House was built in 1769 on
the site of the County House, which burned in 1758. From John Hutchins
Cady, The Civic and Architectural Development of Providence, 1636-1950
(Providence, 1957).

See footnotes 7 and 8 above. Deed, William Page to Major William Smith (member of committee appointed by
General Assembly to build the County Court House), Providence Land Records, Vol. 8, p. 277, written 24 December
1729, recorded 16 April 1730; deed, William Page to Col. Daniel Abbott, Esq., Sheriff of the County of Providence,
Providence Land Records, Vol. 10, p. 322, written 13 October 1733, recorded 13 October 1733; Howard W. Preston,
“The Old County House in Providence,” Rhode Island Historical Society Collections, Vol. XI, April 1918, No. 2, pp.
37-44.

15

The deed for the six acre parcel of land sold to William Page by William Olney, Sr., and
William Olney, Jr., in 1725 clearly warranted that the land was “freely and clearly acquitted, exonerated
and fully discharged by the sealing hereof from us the said William Olney, Sr., and William Olney, Jr.,
our heirs and executors and administrators and of and from any other or former bargains, sales, gifts,
grants, mortgages, leases, writs, entail, joynter, dowers, thirds or incumbrances of whatever nature or
term forever...”15 Clearly, the deed states that the property is clear from entail; yet William Olney, Jr.,
two days after the signing of the initial deed for the six acres, provided a conditional warranty deed to
William Page for a sixty acre portion of his homestead farm located approximately two miles westnorthwest from the center of Providence, with the following condition: “...always provided and the
true intent and meaning hereof is that whereas the said William Olney, Jr., and his father William
Olney, Sr., hath sold to William Page approximately six acres of land in Providence...if the said William
Page....does peaceably possess said lot without any interruptions or molestations this deed shall be null
and void.” Obviously, despite warranting that the six acre parcel was free of entail (which it was not),
the Olneys sought to protect both themselves and William Page from any challenges to the sale that
might arise. A similar deed was also issued to Thomas Arnold, Jr.

D.

The Providence County Court House:
Ownership by the County of Providence, 1730 - 1758

At the June 1729 session the General Assembly for the Colony of Rhode Island and Providence
Plantations approved an act to divide the colony into three counties: Providence County, Kings County,
and Newport County. This required the construction of county court houses and goals in the new
counties, and the General Assembly authorized and appointed committees to find suitable places in the
county seats for their construction. Discussions ensued concerning the location of the new county court
house in Providence; the General Assembly voted to build the new court house on land of Capt. James
Olney, but other opinions prevailed and the General Assembly voted at a subsequent session to repeal
their decision and allow the Town of Providence to determine in a town meeting where it should be
built.16
In December 1729 William Page conveyed to Major William Smith, a member of the committee
appointed by the General Assembly, a small parcel of land measuring 60 feet in breadth and 80 feet in
depth situated just east of the Friends meeting house land. In a gesture of civic pride and duty, William
Page stated that he would sell the land “...In consideration of the Goodwill and affection I have toward
the promoting and erecting a county court house in said town, and for the encouragement thereof and
other good causes and considerations moving me thereunto...” The conveyance to William Smith was
as a “feoffe in Trust for the County of Providence in the Colony of Rhode Island and Providence
Plantations in New England for the building and erecting of a county court house and any other
housing or other buildings that there shall or may so occasion for to the use benefit and behoof of the
County aforesaid from generation to generation forever.” If and when the land was no longer to be
15

Deed, William Olney, Sr., and William Olney, Jr., to William Page, Providence Land Records, Vol. 6, p. 386, written 27
November 1725, recorded 13 December 1725.

16

John Russell Bartlett, ed., Records of the Colony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Vol. IV, 1707-1740,
(Providence: Knowles, Anthony & Co., State Printers, 1859), pp. 427-432.
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used for the county court house, ownership would revert to William Page or his lawful heirs.17
At a town meeting held January 27, 1729/30 the town voted to supplement out of the town
treasury the sum allowed for construction by the colony “so that the said house might be made so large
as to be servable [sic] for the Town's public use.” It was also voted that the building be built 40 feet in
length by 30 feet in width, be 18 feet between sill and plate (two stories), and that there be a chimney
or two built from the second floor upward. A final challenge to the location of the County House on
Page's lot was brought by a large number of Providence residents, as it appeared to be common
knowledge that the land sold by William Olney, Sr., and William Olney, Jr., to William Page, a portion
of which was under consideration as the location for the County House, was under entail that had not
been docked. As such, the Town was subject to loss of the money invested in purchasing the lot and
erecting the building if an heir of Olney, rightfully, should challenge the sale. Page prepared a deed to
indemnify the Town, conditionally granting to the Town the same property of 60 acres that William
Olney, Jr., had granted to him in 1725. The entail was finally “docked” and settled after a long and
messy proceeding in the Court of Common Pleas in 1754 when an Olney heir brought suit against
William Page for wrongful alienation of his lawful inheritance.18
The building was used for sessions of the General Assembly of the colony, by the courts, and by
the Town of Providence for town meetings. However, it also saw a number of other uses. In 1735
George Taylor was allowed to keep school in the building, provided be built a sundial in front of the
building and a necessary house (privy) to serve the public. The building was also used for religious
services by Baptists in 1740. In 1753 the County Court House was designated the home of the
Providence Library Company and its collection of 500-600 volumes. On December 24, 1758, the
building burned to the ground when lingering hot embers in the hearths of the second floor fireplaces,
not supported by brick structures reaching to the ground but on timbers, ignited the building at a time
when it was vacant after the conclusion of the session of the General Assembly. An adjacent dwelling,
presumably located just to the east, burned to the ground; the Friends Meeting house suffered some
damage but was saved from total destruction.19

E.

Ownership by the Page Family – II: 1758- 1768

The lot formerly deeded to the colony on which the County Court House sat reverted to the
Page family after the fire and the decision by the General Assembly to construct the new county court
house on the lot just to the north of the burned building. The property came under the control of
17

Deed, William Page to Major William Smith, Providence Land Records, Vol. 8, p. 277, written 24 December 1729,
recorded 16 April 1730.

18

Preston, “The Old County House in Providence,” pp. 38-40; Providence Town Meeting, Record No. 4, pp. 24-27;
Deed, William Page to Colony of Rhode Island, Providence Land Records, Vol. 10, p. 326, written 28 September 1731,
recorded 28 September 1731. For detailed accounts of construction of the County Court House and the Goal, see
Account of Major William Smith with the Colony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, C#0292- General
Treasurer – Accounts Allowed 1730. For the 1754 proceedings to dock the entail in the Court of Common Pleas of
Providence County see Providence Land Records, Vol. 14, pp. 165-189. Unfortunately the docket no longer exists in
the archives of the Court of Common Pleas; the only record of the proceedings and agreement remains in the volumes
of the Providence Land Records in the Providence City Archive in Providence City Hall.
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Ambrose Page, eldest son of William Page, who died on January 5, 1759. Five years earlier William
Page signed an agreement with his son Ambrose in which he granted to Ambrose his dwelling house
and remaining lands, among them the land stretching eastward along Meeting Street in return for
Ambrose's support of his widow, daughter, and grandchildren during their widowhood; Ambrose was
also to assume all of William's debts contracted before 25 March 1754.20
William had also owned the land just to the east of the County Court House lot. He granted this
to his son William Page, Jr., mariner, in 1751. He apparently built a house there and resided there with
his wife Freelove and children. In 1753 William, Jr., died, and his widow sold the lot with buildings
back to William Page in January of 1754 in order to pay her late husband's debts. William sold a
portion of the land in February 1754 to Jonathan Olney, goalkeeper of Providence- a strip 50 feet in
depth and 130 feet in width, extending eastward from the court house lot along Meeting Street to the
corner with Back Street (now Benefit Street); the dwelling and other buildings built by William Page,
Jr., were situated at the north end of the larger parcel. Olney constructed a dwelling house on the small
parcel, but after the Colony chose to build a new goal and sold the land the old goal stood upon just to
the east of Benefit Street in 1755, Olney sold the house, barn, privy and lot three years later.21
After his father's death, Ambrose Page occupied his deceased father's house and lot opposite the
foot of Meeting Street. He prospered as a merchant and storekeeper, occasionally selling off small
parcels of the land he inherited from his father and purchasing others. In 1759 he sold a small lot on
which stood a building and wharf just south of his house to Joseph Russell. In 1772 Russell, by then a
successful merchant, erected an elegant brick mansion house on the site.22
Ambrose Page retained until his death in 1792 the eastern portion of the lot (east of the former
goal lot on the east side of Benefit Street) that his father purchased in 1725 from William Olney, Sr.,
and William Olney, Jr. His probated personal estate was valued at more than £483, and indicated that
until his death he still occupied the house where his father had lived; a store was also on the premises.
His heirs platted the land east of Benefit Street in 1796 into 19 lots 50 feet wide and 122 feet deep; one
partition among the heirs occurred in 1801, a second, which involved a partition of the former dwelling
of William and then Ambrose Page on the west side of North Main Street, was completed in 1814.23 A
20 William Page, Probate Docket #A750. Will written 31 October 1758. Wills, Vol. 5, p. 214; approved 29 January 1759,
Providence City Archive, Providence City Hall.
21

Deed, William Page to William Page, Jr., Providence Land Records, Vol. 12, p. 512, written 8 August 1751, recorded
31 August 1751; deed, Freelove Page to William Page, Providence Land Records, Vol. 1, pp. 294-295, written 15
January 1754, recorded 1 March 1754; deed, William Page to Jonathan Olney, Providence Land Records, Vol. 13, p.
295, written 27 February 1754, recorded 2 March 1754; deed, Daniel Jenckes and Elisha Brown, appointed a
committee to sell the old goal, to David Burr, housewright of Providence, Providence Land Records, written 3
December 1755, recorded 19 April 1755; deed, Jonathan Olney to James Edmonds, housewright, Providence Land
Records, Vol. 16, p. 11, written 8 June 1758, recorded 8 June 1758. Edmonds later sold the land and buildings to John
Waterman, mariner of Providence. Deed, James Edmonds to John Waterman, Providence Land Records, Vol. 16, p.
68, written 6 July 1759, recorded 14 November 1759.
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shops occupied the new ground story. lcweb2.loc.gov/pnp/habshaer/ri/ri0200/ri0250/data/ri0250data.pdf.

23 Ambrose Page, Probate Docket A 1372, Administration, 1792. Division of Estate, Providence Land Records, Vol. 33,
p. 175, 1 May 1801; Partition of Estate, Providence Land Records, Vol. 36, pp. 333-337, 6 January 1814.
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portion of the Page lands to the east of Benefit Street and the old jail lot became the site of the African
Union Meeting and School-House, erected in 1819.24
In the civic-minded tradition of his father, Ambrose Page sold the former county court house lot
to the town in 1766. In that year the Town of Providence decided to make a bold step forward in
public education and to build several school houses in the town to serve the advancement of its youth.25

F.

Ownership by the Town of Providence (City of Providence after 1832): 1766 - 2013
The Town of Providence (City of Providence since 1832) acquired the property on which the
school house was built in 1766 from Ambrose Page.26 The lot had stood empty since the Providence
County Court House (erected 1731) was destroyed by fire in1758. Over the next 247 years that the
property was owned by the Town and City it fulfilled many functions, but its primary role during its
first two centuries was as a site for educational activities: one of the earliest public schools in
Providence; a Latin and preparatory school operated by the College of Rhode Island (later Brown
University); a school for colored children; an evening school; a sewing school; a cooking school; a
Fresh Air School (the first in the country) for children with early symptoms of tuberculosis; and a
school for children with physical and developmental disabilities (Meeting Street School). Since 19591960 the property was leased by the City of Providence to the Providence Preservation Society, a nonprofit organization formed to preserve the architectural heritage of Providence, as its headquarters and
venue for meetings and public programs.

Brief history of the uses of the Old Brick School House
a. 1760s – 1800 Construction and phase of joint ownership with Proprietors
In the mid-1760 a group of Providence's leading citizens, “friends of education,” began to
advocate for the establishment of free schools in Providence. This was a new concept; while there did
exist several buildings that were called “school houses” in Providence over the previous half-century,
they were usually built by subscription and managed by proprietors, and leased to enterprising school
masters who charged fees for their services. Periodically the town would also invest in and (barely)
24 A Short History of the African Union Meeting and School-House Erected in Providence (R.I.) In the Years 1819, '20,
'21; With Rules for its Future Government (Providence: Brown and Danforth, 1821), pp. 3-5; 23-28. The land was first
purchased by George McCarty, a member of the Providence African community, and sold to Moses Brown for $200 in
1819. Brown then deeded the land to his son Obadiah Brown, and friends George Benson and Henry Jackson as
“feoffes in trust” for the African Union Society for their meeting house and school. Brown stated that he granted the
land “for and in consideration of the desire that I have that the people of color in the said town, should be duly
educated in branches of knowledge as may qualify them for increasing usefulness, comfort, and improvement of
themselves, and the public...”
25

Deed, Ambrose Page to Town of Providence, Providence Land Records, Vol. 17, p. 476, written 16 May 1766,
recorded 19 June 1766. Ambrose sold the land “for the encouragement of learning.” He promised that if the “Town of
Providence shall and do within the space of three years next after date hereof build a good and convenient school
house on the lot in Providence whereon the late court house which was burnt down did stand lying near John
Waterman's house that then and in such case the said Ambrose Page will give grant and release to said Town so long as
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maintain a modest building, though also leasing it to school masters who essentially ran private
schools. The predominant mode of education in Providence during the first half of the 18th century was
in such private schools, or through private tutors hired by individual families.27
For this reason, the proposed “public” school system adopted at town meeting on December 2,
1767 was, for Providence, a radical new model. The Town voted to purchase or erect, at town expense,
three school houses for the education of small children and one for the education of youth. A committee
consisting of John Brown, John Jenckes, Nathaniel Greene, and Charles Keen were appointed to
“enquire and find if any suitable houses for this end may be purchased and at what rate, and being
directed in said vote to apply to the proprietors of the private school houses in this town to agree with
them about the purchase of the same also to agree with some proper person or persons for building such
house or houses as are to be built, agree on situations, procure titles, etc.” Their report, presented at
town meeting on January 1, 1768, described their efforts and discussions with proprietors of existing
school houses and with builders ready to erect new ones. They proposed that one school house, on the
site formerly occupied by the county court house, be constructed of brick and two stories in height for
£482-17-00 lawful money; two small school houses be built of wood for £68-0-6 each; and a new
school house be built on the west side of the river for £71-5-0, as the proprietors of the existing school
house there were not willing to sell it to the town. In addition, the lots for the two small houses were to
cost an additional £22-10-0. The schools were to be furnished with masters at the expense of the town;
a school committee was to be chosen annually to have control of all affairs of the schools; all
inhabitants of the town were to have and enjoy an equal right and privilege of sending their own
children and any other children under their care for instruction in any of the schools at no additional
charge to them; the costs of this “free” school system was to be borne by Providence taxpayers. Much
to the disappointment of the public-spirited men who supported and prepared the plan, among them
Gov. Bowen and Moses Brown, the freeman of the town rejected the proposal, fearing the extra burden
of the taxes required to build and finance the operation of the four proposed schools. Instead, the
voters at Town Meeting approved funding for the construction of only one brick school house to be
thirty feet by forty feet, two stories in height, near the new court house (but on the old court house lot).
The building was funded with proceeds from the sale of the old school house and lot on the west side of
Towne Street (now North Main St., and formerly located in what is now the south end of the Roger
Williams National Memorial Park), and funds raised by private subscription. By July 1768 sufficient
private subscriptions funds were pledged and construction was begun by John Smith. The final
building plan called for a brick building forty-seven feet in length and thirty feet in depth, with two
chambers on each floor, each chamber containing a fireplace in its gable-end wall.28
27

For summaries of the early history of education in Providence see John Hutchins Cady, The Civic and Architectural
Development of Providence, 1636-1950 (The Book Shop, Providence Rhode Island, 1957); William R. Staples, Annals
of the Town of Providence from its First Settlement to the Organization of the City Government in June 1832
(Providence: printed by Knowles and Vose, 1843), Chapter 8 th “Education”, pp. 492 – 534 (published in the
Collections of the Rhode Island Historical Society, Vol. V (Providence: printed by Knowles and Vose, 1843); Thomas
Williams Bicknell, History of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Vol. II (New York: American Historical
Society, Inc., 1920), Chapter XXXIII “Education”, pp. 653-656; 665-679; Providence City Archive, Town Meeting
Records, 20 September 1764, Vol. 5, p. 114; 20 October 1764, Vol. 5, p. 115; Henry Barnard, “Reports and
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28 Providence City Archive, Town Meeting Records, 1 January 1768; Providence Town Records, Doc.#405, Rhode Island
Historical Society Library; Providence City Archive, Town Meeting Records, Vol. 5, p.144-145; Providence Town
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Under the shared funding arrangement, the town had the ownership of the land and the lower
story of the building, while the proprietors (subscribers who pledged funds to complete construction)
were given ownership of the upper story, each group having the direction and management of the
respective spaces, determining how the space would be used, who would teach there, and the subjects
taught. The Town of Providence had responsibility for the repair and upkeep of the building, all except
the windows on the second story. Nevertheless, before 1800 it is not clear whether interior
improvements and changes made on both the first and second floors were the responsibility of the
Town, or whether the Proprietors were responsible for the second floor maintenance and improvements
such as repairs, painting, replastering, etc. A report of the committee appointed to audit the expenses of
builder John Smith reported that the funds he received were sufficient to finish the lower part of the
school house.29 Did this mean to complete the construction (finish the work) or to “finish” the building
by applying all architectural trim, plaster, and painting? The document also listed the names of
subscribers or proprietors who had not yet contributed their pledged amounts. Did this mean that the
second floor had not been finished nor would be until all of those amounts were received?
Unfortunately, few records of the expenditures of the Proprietors on the school house or
communications with the Town have been located or do not survive.30
By 1772 it appears that the lower story was completed and ready for use. At a town meeting in
April of that year Stephen Hopkins, Moses Brown, and Jabez Bowen, Jr. were selected a committee to
draw up “rules and regulations for the government and regulation of the Town School Houses and to
procure and agree with suitable persons to keep the same, at the expense of those who send their
children and youth to said school and to act and do any and everything necessary towards rendering
said school useful and that suitable persons be annually chosen for that purpose.”31 The upper story
had apparently been sufficiently completed by 1770 to allow the two chambers to be used as
classrooms for the newly-relocated Rhode Island College and the Latin School until their new college
edifice (University Hall) was completed in November 1771.32
Records, Doc.#707, Rhode Island Historical Society; Providence City Archives, Town Meeting Records, Vol. 5 p. 151;
Providence Town Records, Doc.#421, Rhode Island Historical Society; Providence City Archive, Town Meeting
Records, 14 February 1770, Vol. 5, p. 162; Providence City Archive, Town Meeting Records, 6 June 1770, Vol. 5;
Stockwell, Thomas B. A History of Public Education in Rhode Island from 1636 to 1876 (Providence: Providence
Press Company, 1876), p. 139.
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A second school house was built in the late 1760s by a group of proprietors led by Joseph
Whipple. The one-story wood-frame building, popularly known as “Whipple Hall,” was built at the
north end of what is now Benefit St. It was originally intended to be built at town expense as one of
four town-operated schools, but when voters at town meeting rejected that proposition, the building
was built through private subscription and subsequently leased by the proprietors to individuals who
ran the school and collected tuition from the students.
During the War for Independence both the brick school house and Whipple Hall were
requisitioned for use in the war effort as arsenals and workshops for the manufacture of munitions. At
Whipple Hall large quantities of powder were stored; in 1780 residents of the neighborhood
surrounding Whipple Hall petitioned the Town Council to call a town meeting to voice their fears and
concerns of living so near such a large quantity of stored gunpowder and demanded its removal. 33
While no such primary documentation survives regarding the specific use of the brick school house
during this period, numerous town documents and secondary works confirm that the brick school house
was also used in this manner during the war.34
The brick school house apparently underwent hard use as an arsenal and munitions workshop.
In 1783 the School Committee of the Town of Providence appointed three men - Ebenezer Thompson,
John Smith, and James Arnold, Esqr. - a committee to look into the repair of the town school house
“owing principally to its use as a public arsenal, and to cause the same to be glazed and repaired. In
case they should be unable to obtain the repairs done seasonably, that they cause the same to be glazed
and repaired and appoint some suitable master or mistress to teach school therein and to regulate and
govern the same as the school committee have heretofore been empowered to do.” In 1786 the Town
Council voted to use funds to repair damage done to Brick School House during the Revolutionary War
as result of settlement of accounts between the United States and the State of Rhode Island. Between
1785 and 1787 numerous repairs were made to the school house. While these have not been fully
elaborated, surviving documents indicate that they included plastering, glazing and repair of windows,
work requiring considerable quantities of lumber, shingles nails, hinges, locks, work on the west room
of the upper story, and construction of a new necessary or privy. The receipts document payment for
well over 100 days of labor by workmen on the repairs at the brick school house. 35
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Following these repairs, the School Committee again tried to garner support from the Town
Council for the schools. It was approved that all rents to be received for the Market House cellars,
chambers, and stalls, and all wharfage to be received on the Market House lot, were to be used only for
support of public schools – repairs and payments of rents by the Town for buildings owned by
proprietors (such as Whipple Hall and a school on the west side of the river, both of which were rented
by the town for use as public schools). But these were not free schools, as attending students were
required to pay tuition demanded by instructors.36
In 1786 the University Grammar School returned to the upper story of the brick school house,
and remained there until 1800, when a new building was erected on the Rhode Island College grounds
to house the school. The school performed the role of a preparatory school for students entering the
college as freshman. The teacher in 1786 was Benjamin West, and in 1787 Christopher Hill became
the teacher. 37
Another attempt to establish free schools was initiated by a petition from some concerned
Providence citizens in 1791, but this met again with inaction of the part the Town Council, despite a
resolution adopted at town meeting the following year that the Town Council adopt the report of the
committee set up after the 1791 petition. This did result in additional resolutions in the next several
years to make arrangements with the proprietors of the brick school house to make improvements, to
alter the interior of the school house and make needed repairs, and to establish “schools for the free
education of the children of the inhabitants of the town, and that the expense of supporting the same be
defrayed out of the town treasury.” Nevertheless, throughout the remainder of the decade, little or no
change occurred. 38
Among the early students of the brick school house during this period was Zachariah Allen, the
noted textile manufacturer, scientist, lawyer, writer, inventor and civil leader born in Providence in
1795. After a term or two at the brick school house under Master Lawton, he was sent to boarding
school in Medford, Massachusetts in 1801. In his autobiography he wrote of his experience:
Library. The direct physical impact of the use of the building as an arsenal and munitions workshop and the repairs it
required is unclear. The large quantity of lumber and planks, nails, hinges, and other materials, as well as the many
days of labor expended, suggest that these materials were more than was needed to build a new necessary house. Work
may have included repair of the framing and flooring along the north and south walls of the ground floor rooms.
Additional physical investigation is necessary to determine the extent and nature of these repairs.
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37 Thomas Williams Bicknell, History of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Vol. II, Chapter XXXIII – Education
(New York: American Historical Society, Inc., 1920), pp.667-668; Reuben Aldridge Guild, Life, times, and
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The first school in which the rudiments of learning were taught to your father was
kept by Master Lawton in the brick school house near the State House in Providence.
Here the magical communication of ideas by mystical combinations of the alphabet
in spelling, and the art of inscribing them by writing, were revealed as wonderful
powers to a dawning intelligence.39

b. 1800 – 1828 First phase of full town ownership of the school building
In 1800 a new era in education in Rhode Island and Providence was initiated. Responding to a
petition drawn up by John Howland from the Providence Association of Mechanics arguing for the
state-wide establishment of free schools in 1799, the House of Representatives responded by drafting a
bill and actually adopting it into law with the support of the Senate in 1800. Although the bill met with
considerable opposition in the General Assembly and was ultimately repealed in 1803, the Town of
Providence moved to put the principles of the act into effect. In reality, they revisited and adopted the
recommendations of the committee report of 1768 to establish and maintain at town expense four free
public schools in Providence: one to be kept in Whipple Hall, one in the brick school house, one in a
new school house to be built in the south end of town, and the fourth in a new school house to be built
on the west side of the river. A new school committee, principals and assistants for the four schools
were appointed, and salaries set. A tax of $6000 was ordered and appropriated toward carrying the plan
into operation. The shares of the proprietors of Whipple Hall and the Brick School House were
purchased by the town, and the new school houses were erected. Mr. Moses Noyes was appointed
principal of the Brick School House in the Second District (on Meeting Street), and the schools were
opened on the last monday of October 1800. 230 students attended the Second District school. Mr.
Noyes's classroom, it appears, was located on the second floor; in November 1802 John Lawton
petitioned the Town Council and was granted permission to use the lower east room for a classroom to
teach a school there during the ensuing winter. Thus, it appears that in addition to the use of the
building as a publicly funded free school, portions of the building were rented out for private
instruction. 40
During the first few years after the establishment of the town-financed free school only a few
minor repairs and improvements were made to the school house. Between 1800 and 1807 bills were
presented for setting glass and repairing sash, whitewashing the school house (exterior), fixing a water
pump near the building, and cleaning the lower part of the school and the necessary house. Apparently
complaints were made by students and parents about the unhealthfulness of the school house and
Master Noyes was required to have the building and necessary house cleaned. Each student was
assessed a portion of the costs of the cleaning; if they refused, they were barred from admission to the
school until they paid their assessed share. If students were found to be wantonly and willfully dirtying
the school or necessary house and were found to be guilty they were to be fined $.50 to help pay for
cleaning the premises.41
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The first major alterations to the building under the new school committee appear to have been
made in 1808 with the construction of the two-story stair tower on the south side of the building and
reconfiguration of the interior. The repairs by Samuel Staples amounted to more than $600 in materials
and labor, certainly a very significant sum.42 The two-story brick addition on the front of the building
contained a staircase to the upper story and required replacement of a window on the second floor with
a doorway opening from the stair tower, resulting in alteration of the wainscoting. More importantly, it
is thought that the construction of the stair tower resulted in the removal of one or both of the walls of
the central hallways on both the first and second floors, and the staircase connecting them that was
likely situated at the north end of the central hallway. Other repairs over the next two decades were
relatively minor and included regular reglazing and repair of windows; periodic whitewashing of the
interior and exterior; replacement of stoves and stovepipe; reshingling the leaking north slope of the
roof (1811); construction of a brick Russian stove adjacent to the west chimney on the upper story
(1812); installing window springs (1817); putting cleats on the floor under the desks (1818 – to make
them immovable?); and building a new fence and a new necessary house and vault beneath (1819).43
The period between the first establishment of free schools Rhode Island in 1800 (and its
subsequent reversal in 1803) and the passage of a second act to establish free schools in the state in
1828 – when Providence chose to independently maintain free schools in the town despite the State's
withdrawal from the arena of education – was one of instability at the brick school house in the 2nd
District. While attendance fluctuated seasonally and from year to year between a high of 230 in the fall
of 1800 to a low of 125 in the summer of 1826, the main problem was a relatively high turnover of
preceptors (or principals) and ushers (or assistants) during this period. Seven different men were
appointed as Masters or Preceptors of the 2nd District School during this period, and ushers also
frequently came and went.44 While the second story was used as the District School classroom, the
first floor appears to have been periodically let for use by private teachers, or for supplementary
educational activities by the existing teachers, as the entire building was not used for Town-financed
educational activities. In 1802 John Lawton taught a private school in the east room on the lower floor;
in 1815, Liberty Rawson resigned his post as Preceptor of the 2nd District School and requested the
Town Council and School Committee to allow him to use the lower east room as a classroom for his
private instruction; and in 1818 the Town Council and School Committee approved a request by
Preceptor Joseph Torrey to teach his students in the art of writing at the 2nd District School House
July 2, 1802, p. 52; April 22, 1803, p. 58; Feb. 13, 1804, pp. 65 – 66; March 10, 1804, p. 67; Dec. 3, 1804, p. 74; April
28, 1805, p. 82; Nov. 24, 1806, p. 85;June 29, 1807, p. 87. Rhode Island Historical Society, MSS 214, SG 4 Series 1,
Oversize Volume 1, 1800-1828.
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anytime before 7 AM and after 5 PM, clearly a supplementary activity for which he required additional
payment from the students. In 1824, and again in 1825 and 1827, Elisha Baker, preceptor of the 2nd
District School, requested the privilege of repairing and occupying the lower west room for an evening
school he proposed to teach; permission was granted on the condition that he leave it in good repair.45
c. 1828 – 1841 Introduction of the free public school system in Providence and the school for
children of color
A second campaign to create free public schools throughout the state was again launched in
1820. However, it was not until seven years later that sufficient support and momentum was achieved
throughout the state for another attempt at the establishment of a free school system in Rhode Island.
At the January session in 1828 the General Assembly passed an act establishing public schools
throughout the state. The act put the schools under the exclusive control of a school committee in each
town, and the state provided pecuniary aid to each of the towns from proceeds of lotteries, and money
paid by auctioneers was to be devoted to the “exclusive purpose of keeping public schools”, with the
sums to be paid to the towns not to exceed $10,000 in any one year. The towns were to elect school
committees, hire teachers, establish rules and make an annual report to the town. In June 1828 a school
board of 21 persons was elected in Providence, and they proceeded to establish the rules and
regulations for their schools, appointed principals (preceptors) and ushers (assistants) and set salaries,
defined the courses of study and texts, set the dates of the school terms, and other rules and regulations.
The new order also called for the established of primary schools, one in each district, for children aged
four and older. And so, in addition to the grammar school (for children seven and older, enrollment in
July 1828 of 56 boys and 86 girls) held at the Brick School House, a primary school (for children aged
five to eight) was introduced in September of that year, with 46 boys and 22 girls enrolled. The School
Committee also moved to establish schools for the children of Providence's black population.
However, it was not until June 1831 that concrete steps were taken to realize this objective, largely the
result of continued agitation by leading black citizens. As black property owners had been added to the
tax roles of Providence, in part to help defray the expenses of the free public school system initiated in
1828, they began to demand admission for their children to the free schools, or that a separate school be
provided for the benefit of their children; the town chose the latter route. At the town's annual meeting
voters approved the establishment of a school for the instruction of colored children, and at its June 9,
1831, meeting the School Committee appointed a sub-committee to find suitable space, bring it to
proper condition, and appoint a suitable preceptor for the school. On June 30, 1831, the School
Committee appointed Richard Anthony, who was then serving as an usher at the 2nd District School, the
preceptor of the school for children of color at a salary of $400 per year. But it was not until late
summer 1831 that the first public school for colored children under this system was gathered in the
Brick School House on Meeting Street with attendance of about 100 pupils.46
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While the public financing of instruction for colored children at the brick school house was an
important step for the School Committee, it was not the first effort in Providence to provide schooling
for children of the African-American population of Providence. Prior to the establishment of schools at
public expense for children of color in 1831, they were free to enroll in some private and the few townowned schools if they could pay the tuition. Needless to say, not many were able to avail themselves of
this opportunity, but a very few did. One of the earliest schools for children of color was started in
1815 or 1816 by a group of ladies of Providence, who formed a society for the instruction of children
of color. They established a school in the west part of the town and engaged a teacher, Miss Sarah
Latham, of Smithfield, R.I., as preceptress. She taught for several quarters before the school was
discontinued. William J. Brown (b. 1814), whose family had been slaves and servants in the household
of Moses Brown before gaining their freedom, wrote of attending this school as a child in his
autobiography, as well as attending an integrated Sunday school organized by ladies from the First
Baptist Church. In 1821 he attended the school established at the African Union Church on Meeting
Street for children of color. However, problems arose in securing a teacher. Black teachers were
difficult to find, and most white teachers considered it a disgrace to teach children of color. As a result,
the school was in session only sporadically owing to the frequent change or complete absence of
teachers. Later, in the mid 1820s, William Brown enrolled as a tuition-paying pupil in a school kept by
John Lawton, a member of the Society of Friends, who rented the lower room in the Brick School
House for a private school that accepted both black and white students. Brown also attended the
school taught by John G. L. Haskins, a white Methodist preacher who succeeded Lawton as instructor
in this school.47
The often demeaning attitudes of the white teachers against their black students resulted in
declining attendance in the school. This all came to a head in late 1835 when the School Committee
commissioned a report on the cause of the diminution of attendance at the African School (in the brick
schoolhouse on Meeting Street) over the past five years since its creation. The committee so charged
reported
a gradual decrease in attendance at the African School since the first year of its
establishment until the present time. The number of scholars on the list the first year was
about 100 and the number of attendees from 60 to 70. The number of attendees the last
year has been from 15 to 25. The committee is not willing to believe the cause of the
diminution to be the want of attention, industry, or education of the preceptor, but rather
from an unhappy prejudice existing within the colored people against him, and although
we think the complaints generally unfounded, yet the effect goes to destroy his usefulness
in that school, we therefore recommend its discontinuance and as a substitute recommend
the establishment of two schools to be kept by females.
are not available for the African School in the brick school house until February 1832, when the appointed School
Committee visitors for this school reported that 20 boys and 23 girls were registered as students (see Appendix 3 for
attendance figures at the Meeting Street school until 1867 when separate black and white schools were abolished).
47 A Short History of the African Union Meeting House and School-House, erected in Providence (R.I.) in the years
1819,'20, '21; with rules for its future governance (Providence: Printed by Brown & Danforth, 1821), pp. 3-4;
William J. Brown, The Life of William J. Brown of Providence, R. I., with personal recollections of incidents in Rhode
Island (Providence, Angell & Co., Printers, 1883), pp. 40; 44-51; 73-77; 83-88; 96; Julian Rammelkamp, “The
Providence Negro Community, 1820-1842,” (Rhode Island History)Vol. VII, No. 1 (January 1948):26-27. See also J.
Stanley Lemons and Michael A. McKenna, “Re-enfranchisement of Rhode Island Negroes,” Rhode Island History,
Vol. 30, No. 1 (February 1971): 3-14.
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Voted that the sub-committee on repair of school houses are appointed a committee to
locate the new school to be contemplated to be established on the westerly part of the city
for colored children, to establish the boundaries of the same, to provide a school house
therefore and prepare it for reception of scholars.48

Several months later the School Committee elaborated its plan:
It was determined to discontinue one school for colored children taught by a male and to
establish two schools taught by females, one on the east side and one on the west side of
the river. The one on the east side has been established. It is located where the former
school was kept (Brick School House in 2nd District) and has an increased number of
scholars and the prospect is fair of its proving useful to that class of our population, for
whose benefit it is more particularly designed.49

In November 1836 the School Committee voted to authorize the Committee on Qualifications
to procure “a male colored teacher if possible for the African School to take the room of the two
female teachers at a salary not to exceed $400.” At their December meeting the School Committee
appointed Ransom Parker, “a colored man,” preceptor of the African School on the east side at a salary
of $400.50
By the following spring the school on Pond Street had been established. The School
Committee reported to the City Council on May 25, 1837
An additional school for colored children has been established on the west side. The
number of pupils in this school is small but in other respects it is respectable. The
other school of that description located on the east side was at the commencement of
the year under the charge of a female teacher and appeared promising, but it soon after
fell short of the expectations of the committee, whereupon they changed their plan and
appointed a male teacher. They were so fortunate to procure the services of a colored
man fully competent for the place and under his charge the school has flourished and is
now in a prosperous condition. All the common branches of education are taught in the
school and many of the scholars are well advanced therein.51

As the statement above testified, the appointment of Ransom Parker as Preceptor of the African
School in the Brick School House was an important strategic accomplishment both for the Providence
48
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School Committee and for the Providence African-American community. Parker was an activist
among the black citizens of Providence who worked to restore the political and social rights of black
citizens in the state lost in 1822. In 1841 he was one of the petitioners to the People's Constitutional
Convention convened by Thomas W. Dorr and his supporters calling for the inclusion of the state's
black citizens among those to whom universal suffrage would be extended under the proposed
constitution. Parker and his co-petitioners protested that exclusion on account of color was
unwarranted, anti-republican, and destructive. The convention ultimately rejected their reasoned
arguments and voted to limit the franchise to white adult males. As a result, the black citizens of
Providence and Rhode Island joined leading abolitionist and anti-slavery forces in opposing the new
constitution and supported the defeat of the subsequent rebellion known as the Dorr War. Ironically,
the conservative Law and Order Party which put down the Dorrite rebellion in 1842, voted to extend
suffrage to black adult males. Although Parker was either removed or resigned as a teacher in the
African School in 1841-42, he continued his activism on behalf of Providence's black community. In
1859 he was a signatory among a group of thirteen prominent members appointed as a committee by
Providence's black community to seek the abolition of separate schools for white and black students in
the city. This goal was not achieved until 1867.52
A Primary School was introduced in the 2nd District School House (brick school house) in the
fall of 1828, when Susan P. Church was appointed as Preceptress at the salary of $175 per year.
However, by June 1831 the School Committee voted to discontinue the Primary School in the 2nd
District because enrollment was too low to justify continuing the school. The enrollment had fallen
from a high of 68 in its initial fall term in 1828 to 27 during the summer term of 1831.53 The following
year the School committee resolved at a meeting on June 13, 1832, that the 2nd District Primary School
be reestablished and that “the school room in the 2nd District School heretofore occupied by the said
school be put in order for its reception” and necessary alterations be carried out.54 The Primary School
resumed its classes for the summer term, with an enrollment of 24 for that first renewed term; by the
end of the fall term enrollment had more than doubled to 53, and by August 1833 had risen to 99. For
the next several years enrollment ranged from a figure in the mid 90s to a low of 40 pupils. 55
What were those “necessary alterations” to be carried out that required the Primary School to be
discontinued in 1832 for approximately six to eight months? What sort of problem did they correct
with some sort of reconfiguration of the schoolhouse? Unfortunately, the records describing those
changes have not yet been found or no longer exist. Nevertheless, an order to pay contractors Church
and Sweet the sum of $102.25 for repairs to the 2nd District School House was voted by the School
Committee on November 22, 1832, indicating that a considerable amount of work was done. In 1834
the School Committee appointed and authorized a sub-committee on repairs to “make such alterations
and repairs in the room appropriated to the 2nd Primary School as they deem expedient.” Six months
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later the sub-committee submitted a report on the repairs and alterations that were made. Although that
report itself has not yet been found, the annual report of the School Committee to the City Council for
1834 included the following statement: “Expenses during the year past have somewhat exceeded those
of the year next preceding it. This has arisen from larger repairs at the school houses, including in the
interior of the lower story of one of them.” Presumably this refers to the school in the 2nd District.
Does this refer to the alterations made in 1832, or to another round of improvements undertaken in
1834? The records of visitation to the 2nd District Primary School do not indicate a hiatus similar to
that seen in the first six months of 1832; enrollment in 1834 remained consistently high, between 68
and 97. It may suggest that the Primary School was held in another location while the repairs were
proceeding, but neither the Grammar School nor the African School held in the same building recorded
any gaps or significant changes in enrollment during 1834. Another possibility is that the report was
just made a few years late, or that the repairs of 1832 only represented the beginning of repairs that
continued through 1834 despite the continuation of classes.56
d. 1841 – 1867 A segregated grammar and primary school for children of color
In 1841 construction of a new grammar school was completed in the 2nd District. Located at the
corner of Angell and Prospect Street, the new school, built with a furnace for heating, housed the
grammar and primary schools for white children; the old brick school house on Meeting Street was
then entirely given over to a school for children of color, consisting of a grammar school and a primary
school. It was heated with wood stoves.57
The grammar and primary schools for children of color thrived over the next two decades.
Enrollment fluctuated from a high of 120 (combined enrollment of the two schools) in 1846 to a low
of 69 in 1853 before climbing again to between 76 and 104 over the next fourteen years before the
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separate school system was abolished. A new principal of the grammar school, a Mr. Stephenson, was
engaged in 1851, and he was successful in rebuilding a more positive relationship with the black
community. He reported in 1854:
“When I took the school two years and a half ago, the whole number was 25, average
attendance 21. The school now numbers 68, average attendance for the winter term, was
55. There is a cordial co-operation between me and the parents, and a friendly feeling
between teacher and pupil. The deportment of the pupils is highly commendable, and
their improvement in the several branches has been satisfactory.”58

Figure 3. Report for student E. Hoyle for the quarter ending March 3, 1843 at the Meeting
Street School. In 1843 the Meeting Street Grammar School was exclusively for
children of color. Courtesy of the Rhode Island Historical Society.

It is likely that the grammar school, with the larger enrollment, occupied the upper story, and
the primary school for younger children was conducted on the lower story. During this time few
alterations to the building were carried out. An exception is 1841, the first year that the school was
dedicated solely to schooling black students. In May 1841 the School Committee voted “that repairs
on the room in which the school for colored children is kept be made under the direction of the
Executive Committee.” The next School Committee report to the City Council stated that “the building
has undergone considerable repairs to render it less inconvenient to scholars and teachers.”59
58 Annual Report of the School Committee of the City of Providence, June 1854, City Document No. 2 (Providence:
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In 1850, responding to several private attempts to establish evening schools over the previous
decade, and after much encouragement from a variety of the city's organizations and citizens, the
Providence School Committee approved the establishment and support of several evening schools in
Providence to serve the city's laboring poor, both adults and children who were sent to work by their
parents either in mills or in service. At a meeting on November 22 the School Committee “voted that
the Executive Committee be authorized to establish an evening school for colored persons, and that
they be authorized to use the Meeting Street School for that purpose, the committee to light said house
with gas if they deem it expedient.” The evening school in the Meeting Street School appears to have
been discontinued after several years; it was not until 1867 that it was again established in the brick
school, and it is not clear whether gas lighting was introduced before 1867.60
During these years the Meeting Street school house also saw another use. In 1865 the School
Committee, with support of charitable ladies, started a sewing school in the brick school house on
Meeting Street. There twenty to twenty-five poor girls from different parts of the city gathered in the
forenoon to learn how to sew. In the afternoon girls from some of the public intermediate schools
attended the classes. The school was maintained one summer, but was discontinued following the first
term, as it was felt that it was too great a distance for the girls to travel there from other parts of the city
through the winter. In 1868 a teacher was engaged to travel to the various grammar schools in the city
and conduct sewing classes. 61
In 1857 a committee of eleven prominent and activist members of Providence's black
community published a pamphlet titled Will the General Assembly Put Down Caste Schools? This issue
had been discussed in the black community for some time, and had its supporters and opponents within
the community. Opponents of the elimination of the separate schools for whites and blacks feared the
loss of what they saw as important achievements of Providence's black community: a free public
education and schools for their children which were their own. They feared that with integration of
schools, their children would be looked down upon by white teachers and white students and their
parents. Supporters of the elimination of caste schools drew up a list of grievances with which they
approached the General Assembly in their call for the end of separate schools. Petitioners complained
that colored students at the Meeting Street Grammar School did not have the same tidy, clean school
period. Physical investigations have revealed a number of changes that might have occurred at this time. These may
include the erection of partition walls and the rear staircase; replastering; repair of wainscoting; replacement of posts
with steel columns, etc. Does the statement “repairs on the room in which the school for colored children is kept”
mean that only one room of the building was used for the school for colored children? Yet School Committee reports
indicate that there were two schools in operation there – grammar and primary. Additional physical investigation will
be necessary to more definitively identify changes.
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houses the whites have; that they have no recitation rooms like the white students have in other
schools; that the school has no regular assistants like the schools of whites, only the Principal as
manager and instructor; that some scholars were forced to take a class in the entry, without regard to
the weather, while several other scholars were hearing different classes in the one and main school
room, causing noise and confusion, such is obviated in the white schools by having recitation rooms,
with a number of regularly examined assistants. Furthermore, they objected on high republican
principles and on the basis of the Rhode Island state constitution to being singled out, to being
denigrated by the feelings communicated to them and to their children that they were different, and
were to be treated and educated differently and separately. The pamphlet included testimonials and
excerpts of letters from school administrators, superintendents, teachers, and black and white parents in
Massachusetts cities of Boston, Worcester, Nantucket, New Bedford, Cambridge, and other cities where
the integration of black students with white students had occurred advantageously and without any
disruptions.62
The Committee on Colored Schools of the Rhode Island House of Representatives responded
with a majority report which upheld the principle that the Constitution of the state makes no distinction
among people on account of color; that in admitting the colored population to citizenship under the
Constitution, it guaranteed to them full enjoyment of every civil right and privilege which that
document secures to each and every other class of citizens; that any distinction imposed upon a class of
citizens on account of race, party, sect, or color, amounts to an abridgment or denial of civil rights
solemnly secured by fundamental law. The committee clearly denounced the idea of separate schools,
claiming
that what the General Assembly would not do by direct act, it should not allow to be done
by delegated power to any city or town. If caste schools are established in Providence,
Newport, and Bristol, they exist by virtue of power delegated to those towns by the
Assembly; and if, through them, the just rights of any citizen are invaded, the assembly is
as much responsible as though those schools were established by direct act. . . every citizen
stands equal before the law, and that his children are entitled to equal privileges of
education in the schools of his district, without respect to race, color, or condition.

The report concluded by supporting the passage of an act in the House of Representatives which
abolished separate or “caste” schools in Rhode Island.63
With the inaction of the General Assembly in 1857 the issue was again raised in 1859 by a
renewed committee of prominent black leaders, among them the former preceptor of the Meeting Street
School for children of color, Ransom Parker. The public debate initiated by the petition of this
committee to the General Assembly was conducted in the Providence Journal, and included exchanges
of vitriolic letters between the overtly racist editor, who supported separate schools, and School
Committee member Samuel Wolcott, who opposed separate schools. Again the appeals were met with
inaction. It was not until 1865 that the School Committee issued a formal response to the appeals with
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the following statement:
A vexed question which has engaged the attention of the School Committee for many
years, and especially during the year that is past, is that of separate schools for colored
children. Having been established for more than one third of a century, shall they now be
abolished. To a majority of the Committee it has seemed unwise, to say the least, to
suddenly change the present arrangement of the schools in order to conform them to the
progressive spirit of the age, and to what at first sight appears to be the teaching of
humanity and simple justice. While they gratefully acknowledge the services of the
colored man in subduing the rebellion, and are disposed to grant him all his rights and
privileges as a citizen, they cannot feel that it would be expedient, in the present state of
public opinion, to introduce into the schools the dreaded elements of contention and
strife. They have too great a regard for what they deem to be the best interests of the
colored children themselves, to disturb their present peaceful relations by exposing them
to unkind treatment on the part of those with whom they would of necessity be brought in
daily contact were the Pond Street and the Meeting Street Schools abolished. Whenever
the time shall come for the proposed change to be made without injury to the colored
children, and without detriment to the schools as a whole, the members of the Committee
will most cheerfully lend their influence in favor of its accomplishment. In the ordinary
course of human events, prejudice must soon yield to the rapidly changing sentiments of
the people in regard both to slavery and the colored race. Then our public schools will be
thrown open to all children and youth of a proper age, without any distinction whatever of
nationality or complexion.64

The following year separate schools for children of color and white children were abolished.65
e. 1867 – 1893 Use of the building as a “colored” evening school (1867-1873) and an integrated
evening school (1874-1893)
The integration of Providence's schools after 1867 had the effect of reducing, or limiting, the
use of the brick school house on Meeting Street. Over the next twenty-six years, the school was used
primarily as an evening school. From 1867 to 1873 it was known as the 'Colored Evening School,”
curiously continuing the segregation of education for this segment of the population despite the
integration of the city's primary, intermediate, and grammar schools in 1867. School Committee
reports for 1869 and 1870 on evening schools gave the following assessments of the benefits of this
educational opportunity to the poor and laboring classes of Providence:
In the Colored School were men and women who here received, after a life of bondage,
their first lessons in reading and writing. While it is exceedingly hard for persons
twenty-five, thirty and thirty -five years old to apply themselves to close study, these
nevertheless have, by diligence and zeal, made commendable improvement during the
past Winter, thus affording a good practical commentary upon the wisdom that devised,
and upon the liberality that sustains Evening Schools for the poor, and for the laboring
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classes in this community.66
Most of the pupils of this school have been men and women grown. Being engaged in
service they have not been able as a general thing, to be present at seven o'clock, the time
of opening. The Principal and his Assistants being good singers, have varied the
exercises by the introduction of music, which has added much to the general interest.
The scholars have seemed grateful for the privilege of instruction, and several of them
have made remarkable progress in their studies. Reading, spelling and writing, are the
branches to which they have given their chief attention. The term as a whole, has been a
successful one, more so than during any previous year since the establishment of an
Evening School for this class of the population.67

In a move to reduce costs and increase efficiency, the School Committee combined the Meeting Street
Colored Evening School with the Infantry Armory Evening School just around the corner on Benefit
Street (for whites) in 1873 to form a single school designated the Meeting Street Evening School.
Registration during the first term consisted of 394 students: white – 233 boys, 68 girls, average
attendance – 97; colored – 70 boys, 23 girls, average attendance – 15. The School Committee reported
Two of the rooms in the building were occupied by white scholars, and the colored
children the remaining room. The house was unusually well filled during the first ten
weeks, and in several instances new comers were unable to get seats...The colored
students set a fine example of industry and good order, but their lamentable irregularity
of attendance prevented that high general improvement which their application would
have otherwise secured them. Encouraging progress was made by nearly every scholar
in the department, during the period of his steady attendance, and the few who
persevered throughout the term did excellent work. All seemed in earnest and it is
probable that much of the non-attendance was due to necessity rather than design. The
long distance which many of these scholars had to walk to reach the school must also be
taken into account.68

The repurposing of the Meeting Street School to an Evening School brought additional repairs
and improvements to the building. In 1869 the School Committee approved general repairs to the
building that included some carpentry work, repairing stoves and pipes, and painting. The annual
report of the Superintendent of Public Buildings noted that the building was still in need of a new
portico on the north side. In 1874 the building was connected to the new city water system, as the
system of water pipes supplying water from the Pawtuxet River was extended to the 2nd Ward around
the brick school house. It is likely that at this time sinks and water closets were installed in the
building. In the summer of 1877 the roof of the building was found to be in very poor condition, and
an examination of the roof found the building unsafe for occupation. The building was promptly
reroofed and thoroughly repaired. The annual report of the Superintendent of Public Buildings
66 Annual Report of the School Committee of the City of Providence, June 1869, 1869-1870, City Document No. 2
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indicated that, with the exception of one room on the ground floor, the building was mainly devoted to
evening school purposes. The other ground floor room was probably used by the 2nd Ward
administrative and political structures as a Ward Room. Finally, in 1881, the exterior of the building
and the fences enclosing the lot were painted.69
f. 1893 – 1907 Use as a cooking school (1893-1899); disuse as a school (1899-1907)
The Meeting Street Evening School was discontinued after the 1892-1893 term, largely because
of declining attendance during the previous several terms, but especially during the final term, when
only 93 students were registered.70 In September 1893 the School Committee established a cooking
school in the building, most likely on the second floor of the building. Cooking schools were part of a
new initiative within the Providence school system to introduce domestic science courses into the
curriculum. Following the example of Boston, where cooking classes were first initiated in public
schools in the U.S., the first cooking school in Providence was established as an experiment in 1887 by
the ladies of the Domestic Training Association in an old school house building on Fountain Street.
They engaged the teacher of the Boston Cooking School, Miss Anne R. Ruggles; as the school was a
great success, the Providence School Committee decided to continue to offer the opportunity to
Providence school girls and granted the use of a room where eight classes of fifteen girls each attended
cooking lessons one-half day per week in place of their regular grammar school classes. In 1889 the
city adopted the school and took over the expenses of staffing and running the school, expanding the
program to ten classes, including two classes of boys and several classes of high school girls. In 1893
the cooking school was forced to relocate to a building on Beacon Avenue and in September of that
year a second cooking school was opened in the old Meeting Street school house, where the Meeting
Street Evening School had recently been discontinued. A classroom was prepared with new
furnishings. In 1895 the School Committee financed the painting of the exterior of the building and the
installation of a new wood floor on the second floor of the building.71 (Fig. 4).
Attendance at the cooking school for half the school year was made compulsory for each girl in
the eighth grade in all of the grammar schools of the city; boys had the option of also enrolling. As the
School Committee described the course in its annual report “it including building and keeping fires, the
care of all cooking utensils, broiling, roasting, and stewing meats, cooking vegetables, eggs, cereals,
making bread, cake, pastry, sauces, soups, salads, and a few articles suitable for invalids…The number
of grammar school girls in both cooking schools (1895) is 269, and 47 boys are now sharing their
69 Annual Report of Superintendent of Public Buildings for 1869-1870, City Document No. 25, 1875 (Providence:
Millard and Harker, Printers to the City, 1870); Annual Report of Superintendent of Public Buildings for 1870-1871,
City Document No. 27, 1871 (Providence: Hammond, Angell and Co., Printers to the City, 1871); Annual Report of
Superintendent of Public Buildings for 1874-1875, City Document No. 4, 1875 (Providence: Hammond, Angell and
Co., Printers to the City, 1875), p. 4; Annual Report of Superintendent of Public Buildings for 1877, City Document
No. 3, 1878 (Providence: J. A. and R. A Reid, Printers to the City, 1878), p. 4; Annual Report of Superintendent of
Public Buildings for 1881, City Document No. 3, 1882 (Providence: Providence Press Co., Printers to City, 1882), p.
6.
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Printers to the City, 1894), p. 63.
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instruction as a special favor."72 In 1896 enrollment in the Meeting Street Cooking School was 107 for
the first half of the year, and 129 for the second half, with the average number of 15 in a class. In the
Spring of 1897 194 students participated in the cooking classes at the Meeting Street Cooking School.73

72

Figure 4.

The Meeting Street Cooking School. Note sign over
the front door. Courtesy of the Rhode Island Historical
Society.

Figure 5.

Cooking laboratory, Providence Normal School. No
photograph exists the interior of the Meeting Street
Cooking School, but his image from another cooking
school provides a sense of the arrangement of such a school.
Courtesy of the Rhode Island Historical Society.

Ibid.
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In 1899 the Public School Investigation Committee of the City Council recommended that
cooking and sewing classes be cut due to budgetary belt-tightening by the city, saving the city $3,700.
Despite well-informed lobbying from the Committee on Domestic Science, in which they presented
testimonials and information on all of the cities in the U.S. where cooking schools were conducted
quite successfully and have become key components of school curricula, the School Committee voted
to accept the recommendations of the Investigation Committee and cut funding from the cooking
schools after the 1899 term. During the debate, a reporter from the Providence Journal visited the
Meeting Street Cooking School and wrote
Two girls were tending the [beef] stew in the kettle, while others, provided with a
common yellow mixing bowl, rolling pin and molding board were making dumplings.
The dish was prepared entirely by the girls, under supervision of the teacher. Every step
was carefully explained, and the reason for it was carefully elucidated. The children
were also told how chicken, veal or mutton or any 'left-over' pieces of cold meat could be
prepared.
Then, while the stew was simmering, a lesson was given on the preparation of the dish,
and the class were told how to select less expensive cuts of meat, and how to prepare
them so as to render them palatable and nutritious, and by means of questions and
answers the whole process was gone over, the children giving the reasons for each step
they had taken. This particular stew had the light of science turned upon it from the time
it was cut from the animal until it was served up to the children and the stranger within
the gates. The repast was daintily served, the dishes removed, chairs set back, pans of
water brought to the tables, and, armed with soap and scrubbing brush the girls went to
work scrubbing tables and molding boards, while others swept the floor and others
washed the dishes. Habits of neatness and order were thus inculcated, and the lessons
learned could not fail to be of almost inestimable benefit in the homes.74

It is not clear how the building was used, if at all, following the closing of the Cooking School.
It is possible it continued to be used as the Ward Room for the 2nd Ward. At any rate, when its next
phase of use was adopted in 1907, the building was said to be vacant and unused.75
g. 1907- 1946 The Fresh Air School
In 1907 the Providence School Committee launched a pioneering program to treat, in an
educational environment, children with pre-tubercular symptoms. Modeled on similar schools in
Europe, the open air or fresh air school initiated in Providence in the old brick school house on Meeting
Street was the first of its kind established in the United States. By 1926 Providence had established
eleven such classrooms in its primary and grammar schools. Over the next several years similar
schools were established throughout the country in over 150 cities as the Meeting Street Fresh Air
School became a model of a new way to treat – and educate – children who were weakened by anemia
and pulmonary diseases. As described by open air school advocates the regimen basically consisted of
74
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“double rations of air, double rations of food, and half rations of work.”76
The need for special treatment and innovative forms of education of children weakened by
illness arose from a growing awareness through the fourth quarter of the 19th century in the U.S. and in
Europe that malnutrition and illness inhibited child development and growth. With the precipitous
growth of immigration to industrial cities such as Providence in the late 19th and early 20th centuries –
Providence's population grew from 68,904 in 1870 to a peak population of 253,504 by 194077 – the
growing threat from and new understanding of such diseases as tuberculosis required concerted action
from public health officials. Providence, like many large, urban school systems facing similar
problems, instituted in 1904 regular medical inspections of its schools and students who exhibited
symptoms of illness and underachievement in school. The scale and range of physical debilities
uncovered was surprising even to the health department officials who initiated and carried out the
inspections; as many as 20 to 30% of school-aged children in Providence's public schools were found
to be suffering from pre-tubercular symptoms or from the disease itself. As the Rhode Island
Department of Health, joined by Charles V. Chapin, public health official for Providence, began to
seriously address this growing threat, a number of strategies were attempted: in 1890. Chapin pushed
the adoption of a law by the R.I. General Assembly giving the Board of Health the right to inspect and
destroy cattle harboring the tuberculosis bacterium; in 1905 a sanitorium to isolate and treat patients
with advanced tuberculosis was constructed on Wallum Lake in Burrillville and received its first
patients; the same year St. Joseph's Hospital erected a tuberculosis treatment facility outside of
Providence; and also in 1905 the Providence League for the Suppression of Tuberculosis was
formalized from the Tuberculosis Committee of the Providence Society for Organizing Charity. It was
the collaboration between the Providence League and the Providence school system that the Meeting
Street Fresh Air School had its origins.78
In the summer of 1907 two physicians working with the League organized a summer camp for
children with symptoms of tuberculosis on the grounds of the Rhode Island Hospital. At the conclusion
of the summer, during which a number of the children showed marked improvement in their health, the
physicians were concerned about the children returning to school and losing the health they had gained
from their stay at the day camp. Not wanting to keep them out of school, the two physicians
recommended to the League the formation of a fresh air classroom to accommodate these children.
The proposal was taken to the Superintendent of Schools and to the Chairman of the School
Committee, both of whom were members of the League. They accepted and approved the idea, making
Providence the first city in the country to establish a fresh air school (Providence was also the first city
in the country to establish a school for the mentally deficient).79
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Figure 6.

Left – View of the exterior of the Meeting Street School House during enlargement of the windows for the
Fresh Air School on the second floor of the building, 1907; Right - View of the interior of the Fresh Air
School classroom on the second floor of the Meeting Street School House, looking to the southwest. 1908.
Courtesy of the Rhode Island Historical Society.

The school was formally opened and classes began on a cold day on 27 January 1908 with twelve
children; within a few weeks that number had increased to twenty, ranging in age from six to thirteen.
Some of the students had been participants in the previous summer’s day camp; others were selected by
the tuberculosis nurses of the Providence District Nursing Association. Most of the children lived in
the overcrowded tenement districts of the city, and virtually all were tuberculous, though none of the
children were considered advanced cases or had open lesions.80
To allow the students to sit and work comfortably at their desks, they wore wool sweaters, hats,
mittens, and felt overshoes throughout the day when needed; in case it became too cold for those
coverings, full-body quilted bags were sewn for the students, and soapstone foot warmers were
provided each student to place in the bottom of the bags to help keep them warm. At the east end of the
room two stoves were installed: one to provide heat, the second to prepare nutritious warm meals and
drinks for the students and instructors (Fig. 7, 8). The academic program consisted of subjects
normally taught in the schools, but the classroom was ungraded and the regimen of lessons was
reduced in scope and intensity; the teachers worked with each student individually, allowing each to
progress at their own pace. At several intervals during the day light exercises were conducted, and
there were frequent periods of rest. A doctor and nurse visited weekly to weigh the students, examine
them for glandular swelling, measure their chest expansion, and draw blood for hemoglobin testing.81
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Figure 7.

Figure 8.

Left - Student at the Meeting Street Fresh Air School during cold weather, sitting in his quilted
bag. Note the soapstone slab at his feet. Right – Heating stove (left) and cooking stove (right) at the
far east end of the classroom. 1908. Courtesy of Rhode Island Historical Society.

Pupils in the Meeting Street Fresh Air School taking warm
refreshments around the stove. Note the hats, coats, and scarves
worn by the children. 1908. Courtesy of the Rhode Island
Historical Society.

The change in the health of the children attending the school after a few months was significant,
and drew much attention from the press and public health community throughout the country. Most
students showed significant improvement in lung capacity, gained weight and remained healthy
throughout the term. A number were even allowed to return to their regular school classes at the end of
the term. Many visitors came to observe and to learn the curriculum and conditions of establishing
fresh air classrooms. In 1908 the first fresh air school was created in Boston; the following year
Hartford opened a school in a large army tent. These were soon followed by fresh air classrooms in
41

Rochester, NY; Chicago; nearby Pawtucket (1910 in the new Summit Avenue School); and New York
City.82
This model of education – frequent exposure to wholesome fresh air, a balanced diet, physical
training, small classrooms, attention to individualized education plans for each student – and its
remarkable record of success in its first few years, spawned numerous educators to question the current
accepted structures and standards of education and to propose the adoption of fresh air school
principles more widely. Among the first to adopt these principles and put them into practice was
Providence pediatrician Dr. Helen West Cooke, who in 1910 founded The Gordon School, Rhode
Island’s first independent, coeducational elementary school, as a fresh air school (Fig. 9).

Figure 9.

View of the Gordon School, founded in 1910 on the East Side of Providence as a fresh air school.
The building was altered to allow large casement windows in all of the classrooms. 1915.
Courtesy of the Gordon School.

From 1910 to 1963 the school was located on the East Side of Providence near the intersection of
Angell and Medway Streets. She and other educators surmised that if this environment, structure and
method of instruction and care were so beneficial to children suffering from various ailments, it would
also be beneficial to healthy children.83
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With the exception of the alteration of the south wall and installation of large windows at the
Meeting Street school house, it does not appear that any other significant physical alterations were
made to the room or building. Cosmetic improvements included repair of plaster walls and painting of
the woodwork and plaster walls and ceiling; some improvement to the water closets on the ground floor
may also have been undertaken.
The exact date of the closing of the Meeting Street Fresh Air School has not yet been
determined. As the health of school age children in Providence generally improved through the 1940s,
the Providence school system began to close its fresh air classrooms. By 1957 only four such
classrooms remained in Providence when they too were finally discontinued.84 Clearly, by 1946 the
Meeting Street Fresh Air School had been closed and the building was leased for use as a new type of
school established to provide education and services to children with physical and developmental
delays and disabilities. This pioneering school took as its name “The Meeting Street School”.
h. 1946-1957 The Meeting Street School
In 1946 the Meeting Street School leased the old brick school house on Meeting Street for
offices, classrooms, and diagnostic and treatment space for a pioneering school organized to provide
educational, therapeutic, and developmental services to children with physical and developmental
delays and disabilities (Fig. 10). In the mid 1950s the clinical and educational staff expanded the
school's services to focus on the early diagnosis and treatment of children with disabilities through a
groundbreaking early intervention program. During the 1940s and early 1950s the building also
housed the R.I. chapter of the Society for Crippled Children and Adults of Rhode Island. In 1957,
having outgrown the old brick school house and seeking to expand its services, the Meeting Street
School relocated to a larger facility on Providence's East Side.85
While little is known about the interior changes made by The Meeting Street School, it appears
that during their occupancy the front and rear yards received considerable fill to level them (compare
the landscape of the front west yard in Figures 6 and 10), and a concrete retaining wall was built along
the sidewalk to retain the new filled area.
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Figure 10. View of the brick school house at the end of the period of use by the Meeting Street School.
Courtesy of Historic American Buildings Survey, Laurence E. Tilley, Photographer, May, 1958.

G.

Leasing (1960-2013) and ownership by the Providence Preservation Society (2013 - )
After more than 52 years of occupancy of the Old Brick School House for its headquarters and
meeting and function space, the Providence Preservation Society (PPS) purchased the building and lot
from the City of Providence.86 The Society plans to relocate its offices from the neighboring
Shakespeare's Head building to the Old Brick School House after planned renovations.
The lease agreement with the City of Providence required a nominal annual rent to be paid by
the PPS, and responsibility for the maintenance of the building and for any improvements to the
building lay with the PPS. During the many years that the PPS leased the building from the City of
Providence, it carried out a number of cosmetic and structural changes, repairs, and improvements.
When PPS formally took over the building in 1960, wood stoves were still in use for heat. Among the
first acts was to clear the building of cluttering partitions, plumbing and electrical work, painting inside
and out, repairing gutters, refinishing floors, resurfacing the parking lot at the rear of the building (with
cinders) and installing a new central heating system. In 1965-1966 a new roof was put on, the large
windows created for the fresh-air school were removed, the brick wall reconstructed, and new 12-over
12 light sash (and new frames where the large windows had been) and interior paneled shutters were
installed. The fireplace in the west end of the second floor room was opened up and restored and the
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woodwork was painted to match an early color found on the woodwork; a new wall divided the upstairs
meeting room from a new kitchen area built at the east end of the room (Fig.12) . Over the years
numerous upgrades were made to the kitchen and bathrooms, to meet city fire codes, and to HVAC
systems; work was done on improving the landscape, repair and repointing of the exterior masonry
walls, improvement of drainage, and repair of the brick wall along the western edge of the property.
Although the PPS moved their offices and library to the Shakespeare's Head building across the street
in the late 1980s, the Society continued to use the Old Brick School House as a space for meetings,
program activities, and functions. (See Appendix 2 for a chronology of repairs, alterations, and
improvements made by the Providence Preservation Society after 1960.)

Figure 11.

The Old Brick School House, c.1985. Courtesy of the Providence Preservation Society.
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Physical Investigation of the Building87
Introduction
A significant component of this phase of the Historic Structure Report was the physical
investigation of the interior of the building. This investigation had several objectives:
1.
2.
3.

evaluation of existing interior fabric to determine its relative age and integrity;
assessment of the existing interior partition walls to determine their age and condition;
integration of documentary and physical evidence to better understand the sequencing of
alterations to the building, their relationship to the changing use of the building, and the
nature of the surviving fabric.

As the Providence Preservation Society has plans to relocate the Society’s headquarters entirely within
the Old Brick School House at 24 Meeting Street in the future, responsible planning for proposed
physical alterations requires knowledge of the historical nature of the surviving building fabric. This
investigation of the existing fabric – specifically the existing room partitions – was undertaken to
provide information and to generate recommendations on the historical significance of these partitions
and their future preservation or possible removal as required by proposed changes to the interior to
meet the operational needs of the Providence Preservation Society.

Methodology
The physical investigation of the interior of the building was carried out in several phases.
First, careful visual examination and photography (digital) of the interior and exterior features of the
building was undertaken. This examination, when combined with the information gathered during the
documentary research phase, helped to formulate questions and strategies for further, very specific,
physical investigation. This process was greatly aided by the physical investigation and documentation
undertaken by architect Peter H. Borgemeister in 2012-2013 for the PPS, resulting in detailed
architectural drawings of the building’s structure and architectural drawings of a proposed
reconfiguration of the interior.88 In the process of his investigations, Mr. Borgemeister cut nine
openings in the ceilings, walls, and floor of the building to gain knowledge of the nature and condition
of the building’s framing. While the access these openings provided proved very useful in revealing
information about the framing, the openings were less useful in providing specific information about
the original configuration of the building and the nature and chronology of subsequent alterations. As a
result, it was necessary to cut two additional openings through the plaster and lath of the walls and
ceilings in Rm. 101 (large ground floor room) and Rm. 102 (smaller ground floor room in the southeast
corner of the building) to gain evidence of the location of original partitions. In addition, some very
selective and careful removal of such architectural elements as moldings, door architraves, and
floorboards was also carried out during the course of the investigation.
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See Appendix II for a detailed chronology of construction, repair, and alterations to the building and lot.
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I am very grateful for Mr. Borgemeister’s generous sharing of his knowledge of the building gained during his
investigations. We met several times on-site and he revealed to me the excavations he conducted through the
building’s plaster and lath ceilings, walls, and floor, and explained his findings and theories. He even took me into the
crawl space beneath the building to show me physical evidence of some very early, and still unexplained, alterations he
discovered in the floor framing of the ground floor of the building.

This process of building archaeology – in essence, a forensic investigation of the building’s
fabric – is conducted according to rules of archaeological investigation: photographs (digital) are taken
of all areas prior to, during, and after any removal of fabric; careful notes are taken during the removal
of any material; samples and any artifacts discovered or significant building elements that provide
specific information are photographed, labeled as to their place of origin and date of recovery, and
saved for further study and, if appropriate, for future display. These procedures were followed during
this limited physical investigation of the building.
A final and very important component of the physical investigation involved the study of the
painted finishes on architectural elements on the interior of the building. This investigation was
conducted by paint conservators of Architectural Conservation Services of Bristol, RI.89 The goal of
their research was to define the relationships of the various architectural elements by revealing and
comparing the stratigraphic sequences of the layers of painted finishes on the woodwork and plaster on
the walls and ceilings of the building. This field-based investigation, utilizing a hand-held field
microscope, provided a fairly reliable sequence of painted finishes for a number of the building’s
architectural elements (wainscoting, door and window architraves, moldings, etc.). While definitive
data on painted finish sequences could be provided only through laboratory mounting and preparation
of samples gathered in the field and viewed through a powerful microscope, aided by polarized light,
infrared light, and various chemical baths, these methods, based on principles of archaeological
stratigraphy, allowed comparison and relative sequencing of a number of architectural elements and the
alterations in the building that introduced them. For example, once a general sequence of painted
finishes in a space was established, the stratigraphic sequence of painted finishes on an individual
architectural element was able to reveal when (in relative, not absolute, terms) that particular element
was first painted and introduced to the building; when it may have been covered, and thus not been
painted; whether it was reused, perhaps moved from another location in the building or from another
building altogether. Absolute dating of the application of these finishes can only result from two
important activities: 1) removal of some part of the architectural elements in question with complete
paint stratigraphy adhering to the wood or plaster substrate and testing and evaluation in the laboratory;
and 2) careful investigation of the elements to which these painted finishes were applied, considering
such factors which may provide hard dating information as the technology of processing of the
materials (for example, how they were sawn, how they were planed); the types of nails or screws with
which they were fastened; the composition of the materials and paints; their relationship to other
architectural elements and features; and the relation of these elements and features to documented
alterations to the building.

Description of the physical investigations and findings
The following descriptions are organized by room (Fig. 12) and attempt to integrate the wide
range of information available, both physical and documentary. A summary of findings integrating the
knowledge gained at this stage of the investigation is presented in the next section.

89 The field investigation and analyses were conducted by John and Dyan Vaughan. See the report prepared by John and
Dyan Vaughan as an appendix to this report.
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Figure 12. Top – Ground floor plan, showing room numbers.
Bottom – Second floor plan with room numbers.
Drawings by Ed Wojcik, architect. ltd, 2013;
adapted by Myron O. Stachiw.
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In order to understand the existing configuration of the interior, it was necessary to determine
the original floor plan and then proceed to unravel the evidence provided by the existing fabric in the
building and the historical record of use and alterations. The earliest building records of the school
house and numerous subsequent records of use, repairs, and alterations all described the building as
having two chambers or rooms on each floor at least into the mid 19th century; the east and west walls
contained chimneys with fireplaces in each of the chambers (Fig. 13). Given the location of the front
and rear doors at the center of the building, this suggests that there existed a central hallway, with two
presumably equally-sized rooms on each side of the central hallway. It is likely that this central
hallway would also have contained a staircase to the second floor. This historical description of the
building’s configuration and the assumptions that follow from that description to a large extent guided
the initial investigation of the building. The physical investigation supported this hypothesis; evidence
was indeed discovered (see below) for walls forming the central hallway on both the first and second
floors, as well as the location of the doorways opening from the central hallway into the two rooms on
each floor (east and west of the central hallway).

Figure 13.

Reconstructed ground floor plan with two rooms divided by a central hallway. A
similar room arrangement existed on the second floor. The staircase from the first
to the second floors was probably located at the north end of the hallway (at the top)
beyond the doors to the east and west rooms. Drawing by Myron O. Stachiw.
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Ground Floor
Room 101
Room 101 is the largest room on the ground floor, and is entered directly from the rear or north
door (from the parking lot), and from the front or south door (facing Meeting Street) after passing
through the stair tower lobby (Fig. 14). Originally the south doorway opened directly to the outdoors;
the two-story stair tower is a later addition (1808). Rm. 101 occupies the western portion of the
building; the west wall still has its original chimney and open fireplace, flanked by one window to the
north and a second to the south; the north and south walls each contain two windows and the two
doorways to the exterior. All of the windows in the building are double-hung sash with twelve lights
per sash, and have interior, paneled, folding shutters. The east wall, located just to the east of the front
and rear doors, is pierced by three doorways into several smaller rooms at the east end of the east
building.

Figure 14.

Ground floor plan, 2013.

All four walls of the room are covered with horizontal, beaded board wainscoting below the
window sills, and are plastered above the wainscoting; the ceiling is also plastered (Fig. 15). It is clear,
however, that the wainscoting is not all contemporary; some is beaded (newer), some is not (older).
Presently two steel columns support the second floor in this room; they are located midway between
the north and south walls, and rest on two major sleepers (running north-south) within the floor framing
while supporting equivalent girts in the ceiling (see Fig.17). Two hewn and cased timber posts – still in
their original locations - are located within the east partition wall (Fig. 16). They both support another
north-south girt in the framing of the second floor. This wall, though not the original partition wall,
occupies the approximate position of the original east partition wall that formed the central hallway of
the building as originally constructed. The eastern-most steel column in Rm. 101 marks the
approximate location of the west partition wall of the central hallway.
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Figure 15. outh wall of Rm. 101.
Photograph by Myron O.
Stachiw, October 2013.

Figure 16. The red arrows point to one
of two surviving original
wooden posts situated within
the east wall of Rm. 101.
Photograph by Myron O. Stachiw,
October 2013.

Figure 17.
View of one of two steel posts
supporting a north-south girt in
the ceiling of Rm. 101. Red
arrows indicate north-south
girt. Photograph by Myron O.
Stachiw. October 2013.

The floor is currently carpeted wall-to-wall, but under the carpeting are several layers of
wooden flooring and sub-flooring. The carpeting was not removed in this room to allow investigation
of the wood flooring. However, it is clear that there are at least two layers of finish flooring and a layer
of sub-flooring beneath the carpet. (See description of surviving flooring in Rm. 102).
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Original configuration of the school house
The physical investigation conducted in Rms.101 and 102 and evidence found in the crawlspace
have allowed the reconstruction of the original configuration of the school building, and have
confirmed the assumption that each floor contained two rooms to either side of a central hallway (Fig.
13). As mentioned above, the ground floor, second floor, and attic floor were framed with four large
horizontal timbers (~ 8 in. by 8 in.) running in a north-south direction, which in turn supported floor
joists (running east-west) measuring ~ 3 in. by 7 in. The width of the central hallway was defined by
the spacing between the two central girts (Fig. 18).

Figure 18.

Framing plan of the ground floor. In the original framing scheme, two wooden posts
supported each of the four north-south framing timbers, supported in the crawl space by
stone piers (extant posts are indicated by blue squares; empty blue squares indicate
removed posts). Only two of the eight original posts remain. In the mid 19 th century six
of the posts were removed and were replaced by steel columns (indicated by solid red
circles). The two steel columns on the far right were placed where the original posts had
been located; the two steel columns to the left were placed at the midpoint between the
north and south walls; new stone support piers were built in the crawl space to support
them. The central hallway indicated by red arrows) was framed by the two middle northsouth beams. The original building did not contain the stair tower at the bottom of
drawing or the projection at the top right. Drawing by Peter Borgemeister, adapted by
Myron O. Stachiw.

The walls of the central hallway were built with 1½ inch-thick planks nailed to the faces of the
girts facing into the central hallway with large hand-wrought spikes. In the crawl space these spikes
remain in place (Fig. 12A). Although the planks themselves have been removed, it is possible to
determine the thickness of the planks by the remaining spikes and by the gap in the original flooring
between the face of the girt and the edge of the first floor board. Since the plank walls of the east and
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west walls of the hallway were nailed in place before the floor in the hallway was laid, the gap in the
flooring plainly reveals the thickness of the wall planks. Two rows of spikes that held the plank walls of
the hallway were found in the west face of the girt above the east wall of Rm. 101, and empty holes for
spikes were found in the east face of the girt that framed the west wall of the central hallway Fig. 19B).
It was even possible to identify exactly where the doorways were into the east and west rooms on the
first and second floors by the absence of spikes or holes for spikes on the faces of the girts (Fig. 19A).
Although we cannot be sure for certain of the finish of the central hallway, it is likely that the walls,
like those in the east and west rooms, were finished with horizontal wainscot boards and riven lath
nailed to both sides of these plank walls, and plaster was applied over the lath.

Original doorway

Figure 19

A. (Top) View in the crawl space of the west face of the beam beneath the former east wall of the central
hallway. The red arrows point to spikes which fastened the thick wall planks to the beam, two spikes for each
plank. Note the absence of spikes just to the right side of the central floor joist; this indicates the location of the
doorway into the east room.
B. (Lower left) – View of the west face of the north-south beam in the ceiling of Rm. 101 over the former west
wall of the central hallway. The three white sticks indicate empty holes where spikes fastened wall planks to
the beam.
C. (Lower right) View in the crawlspace looking up at the base of an extant post (red arrow) and post casing
(yellow arrows). Note the spike directly beneath the post and casing. When the plank forming the east wall of
the passage was nailed in place it was flush against the bare post; the casing could only have been applied after
the wall plank (and therefore the wall) was removed. Photographs by Myron O. Stachiw. October 2013.

While it was common to encase free-standing posts and those faces of posts projecting into
finished rooms from walls in the 18th and 19th centuries with beaded board casings, it is not clear that
that was the case here. The surviving post casings on the two posts that remain within the wall between
Rms. 101 and 102 lack the earliest prussian blue paint layer evident as the first painted layer on the
unbeaded wainscoting and on the window architraves. Furthermore, these posts are cased on all four
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sides. The evidence from the crawl space clearly indicates that the planks forming the original central
hallway partition walls were applied directly against the uncased face of the posts (Fig. 19C). This all
indicates that the posts could only have been cased after the removal of the central hallway partition
walls.
Wainscoting and other trim
Visual investigation of the wainscoting indicated that considerable portions of the wainscoting
on the south, west, and north walls had been replaced sometime between the 1810s and 1830s, and that
the east wall framing and its wainscoting were more recent than that on the other three walls, probably
constructed during the latter part of the 2nd quarter or early in the 3rd quarter of the century. When
constructed, this wall and its wainscoting were applied against the existing wainscoting on the north
and south walls, clearly indicating its later date. The wainscoting has less paint layers and wear than
the wainscoting and other trim on the other three walls, and in the northeast corner, appears to have
plaster beneath the wainscoting.
The surviving wainscoting on the north, west, and south walls of Rm. 101 extends from the
floor to the level of the window sills; a simple torus molding is continued around the room at the
window sill level at the top of the wainscoting; beneath that is a simple cavetto bed molding. Both
elements are fastened with wire nails and are modern (20th century). However, it is clear from paint
evidence and other marks on the top wainscoting board that these 20th century moldings replaced an
earlier chair rail and bed molding. The wainscoting on these walls is of variable width from 2 inches to
14 inches in width; all, with the exception of the short wainscot boards to the east of the front door on
the south wall, are beaded with a ¼ inch bead along one edge.
On both sides of the original doorways in the north and south walls short wainscoting boards appear
to have been patched-in to a distance of a few feet from the edges of the doorways (Figs. 20, 21). This
evidence suggests that the patching may have been done when the walls of the central passage or
hallway were removed. At the north doorway, the patched-in boards are beaded to both east and west
of the doorway; to the east of the south or front doorway, the wainscot patches are not beaded, but to
the west they are beaded. Revealed stratigraphy of painted finishes on these elements suggests that
earlier material was reused for some of the boards applied around the doorways to patch the
wainscoting.
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Figure 20.

Left – Wainscot to the east of the south door, Rm. 101. The wainscot to the east (left) of the door
is not beaded, but it is not continuous into the room to the east (Rm. 102.)
Right – Wainscot to west of the south door, Rm. 101. The red arrows indicate the edge of the beaded
wainscot boards applied as patches, likely when the walls of the central hallway were removed.
Photographs by Myron O. Stachiw
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Figure 21.

Left – Wainscot to the west of the north door, Rm. 101. The red arrows indicate the edge of the
beaded wainscot boards applied as patches, likely when the walls of the central hallway were
removed.
Right - Wainscot to the east of the north door, Rm. 101. The wainscot to the east (right) of the door
is beaded; it is not continuous into the room to the east (Rm. 102). While it matches in appearance the
beaded wainscot boards applied to the wall to the east (the partition wall between Rm. 101 and Rms. 102,
103, 105, and 106), it is not applied in an identical manner or sequence. It also does not match the
unbeaded wainscot in Rm. 106 on the other side of the wall. Photographs by Myron O. Stachiw.

The presence or absence of beading is the significant indicator of the age of the wainscoting. From
investigations of the wainscoting in other ground floor- and second floor rooms, along with supporting
paint analysis, it is clear that the unbeaded wainscoting is the earliest surviving wainscoting in the
building.90 The field investigation of the painted finishes largely supports this conclusion. In Rm. 101
90

During this stage of the investigations, no nails were removed from the unbeaded wainscoting. As a result, it is not
known whether they are fastened with hand-forged nails (pre- c.1790) or with machine-cut nails. If the former, it is
more likely that they are the original finish applied during construction of the school house in 1769-70, or during the
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and other rooms on the ground floor the window architraves and accompanying band moldings, as well
as the unbeaded wainscoting (found in Rms. 102, 106, and 107) reveal the following early painted
finishes (beginning with the earliest extant finish):
Dark clear coat91
Prussian blue with glaze
Yellow
Yellow
Yellow
Off-white/grayish green
Off-white/grayish green
Tan
(At least 20 distinct layers of painted finishes have been identified.)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

The surviving painted finishes on other trim elements of Rm. 101 lack, to varying degrees,
several of the earliest layers. However, the pattern is far from consistent; it suggests that over the
years, carpenters making the repairs and alterations may have reused earlier painted elements (some
from other rooms); that some of the elements may not have been painted with all others, or were
painted different colors (polychrome treatment of some spaces); or that some elements may have been
covered with cabinets, furniture, or other architectural elements, thus causing them to lack particular
layers. For example, nearly all of the beaded wainscoting examined in Rm. 101 begins with the third
or fourth painted layers. But several of the short boards used to patch-in the wainscoting around the
doors in the north and south walls have the full sequence of paint colors (starting with the dark clear
coat followed by the prussian blue; others have the dark clear coat but are lacking the prussian blue and
the first yellow. The wainscoting on the south wall between the two windows appears to begin with the
dark clear coat, but lacks the prussian blue, yet has the next three yellow layers; a long wainscot board
on the north wall west of the doorway lacks the dark clear coat, prussian blue, and first yellow, but then
matches the layers on the south wall wainscot board for the next six layers, diverging for two layers,
matching for four or five layers, then diverging for the next four layers before matching with the
current surface color of green.92
extensive repairs of the 1780s following the use of the building during the Revolutionary War as an armory and
munitions manufactory. If the wainscoting and other finishes are fastened with machine-cut nails, then the earliest
they could have been applied is the 1790s. Current knowledge of changing nail-making technology during the late 18th
and early 19th centuries allows researchers to distinguish three phases of machine-made nails between the early 1790s
and mid 1840s, and thus provide approximate dating to the use of the nails. However, such evidence must be used
cautiously and corroborated with other evidence, as nails may have been reused, or older nails may have continued to
be used some years past the patenting of new manufacturing processes and the introduction of their products to the
market. See Maureen, K. Phillips, “’Mechanic Geniuses and Duckies’, A Revision of New England’s Cut Nail
Chronology Before 1820,” APT Bulletin, Vol. XXV, No. 3-4 (1994):4-16; and Maureen, K. Phillips, “Mechanic
Geniuses and Duckies Redux: Nail Makers and their Machines,”APT Bulletin, Vol. XXVII, No. 1-2 (1996):47-56.
91 This initial layer, which appears to be a clear coat with a dark pigment, is rather problematical and will require careful
investigation under laboratory conditions to confirm its actual presence and nature. The main problem involves its
apparent presence (identified during field microscope investigations only) on architectural elements that are missing
several of the earliest painted finishes. Did these elements remain unpainted for some time, while others were painted?
Is this clear coat a type of primer? Or could it be the result of exposure, or washing, or oiling of an unpainted surface?
Resolution of this issue can only be accomplished with more intensive and extensive sampling of painted finishes and
laboratory analysis, as well as more intensive investigation of the architectural elements themselves in context,
hopefully during a successive stage of investigation.
92 The results of the field investigation and elaboration of the layers of painted finishes are clearly confusing. As is often
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The integration of additional evidence – both physical and documentary - can introduce some
more concrete chronological factors in this complex formula of dating specific elements or treatments
in this room. At the west end of the south wall of Rm. 101 it was observed that the current beaded
wainscoting appears to have been applied over earlier, reused material (Figs. 22, 23).93 A nail removed
from the present outer layer of beaded wainscoting in this area (lacking the prussian blue paint layer
but beginning with the first yellow layer) had features which indicate it was manufactured in the period
between c. 1810 -c. 1840. Nail evidence from the lath and plaster and the architraves on the east
partition wall indicate it was erected using nails manufactured c.1835- 1890.94 However, the paint
evidence suggests that the erection of this wall occurred at the earlier end of this time range.

Figure 22.

(Left) Wainscoting on south wall of Rm. 101 between the two windows. The molding beneath the chair
rail has been removed. Note the yellow-painted wainscoting where it was covered with the molding. Also
note the ragged top of the wainscot board, which appears to have been crudely chopped back at the top,
possibly when the chair rail was later replaced with newer material. The nail removed from this location
was of the type manufactured between c.1810 and c.1840.

Figure 23.

(Right) Wainscoting at the southwest corner of Rm. 102. Note the wainscoting on the south and west
walls is beaded. In the gap revealed at the corner can be seen a board with white horizontal scars. This is
a reused board with scars from plastering (white horizontal marks – indicated with red arrows). A nail
removed from this area also indicated a date of manufacture between c.1810 and c.1840. Photographs by
Myron O. Stachiw.

The evidence gleaned from the two openings cut through the ceiling in Rm. 101 by Peter
Borgemeister and the one cut by Myron Stachiw, together with information from the opening cut by
Myron Stachiw in the west wall and ceiling of Rm. 102, confirmed the presence of the central hallway
as an original feature on both the first and second floors, and provided valuable information regarding
the timing of the removal of the hallway partition walls, construction of the existing east partition wall,
and the several phases of plastering of the ceiling (Figs. 19A, 19B, 19C).
the case with historic painted surfaces, there may be areas were paint has worn off or peeled, thus accounting for
absence of layers. For these reasons, field investigation always raises more questions than it is able to answer; its goal
is to help frame appropriate research questions for subsequent, more intensive and focused investigations.
93

If that is indeed the case, then revealing that underlying boarding will be critical to interpreting the sequence of events.

94

Phillips, “Mechanic Geniuses and Duckies,” p. 9.
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All three openings through the ceiling of Rm. 101 confirmed that the ceiling of this room had
three episodes of plastering ( Fig: 24).
1. the original application of plaster over hand-riven lath fastened to the bottoms of the girts and
joists (or to leveling boards fastened to the sides of irregular-depth joists) with hand-forged
nails;
2. plaster applied over sawn strip lath;
3. plaster applied over sawn strip lath, fastened with late (post c.1835 – c.1890) machine-cut nails.

Figure 24.

View of opening cut in the ceiling of Rm. 101 by Peter Borgemeister. The red arrows point to plaster
burns (white marks) and riven lath applied with hand-forged nails on the undersides of a north-south girt
and floor joist as the earliest layer of plaster on the ceiling (pre-1790). Yellow and blue arrows point to
plaster burns on firring strips to which lath was fastened in a manner perpendicular to the original lath.
Note that scars from two phases of plaster application over the firring strips are indicated (yellow arrows
indicate the second plastering phase; blue arrows the third or final plastering phase). Note also the gas
pipe and nipple for the hanging light fixture at the left edge of the photograph. It is likely that the third
plaster phase coincided with the installation of the gas lines for lighting. Photograph by Myron O.
Stachiw. October 2013.

The first episode is consistent with the application of plaster prior sometime before c.1790, as
hand-forged nails (found in situ on the undersides of the joists and girts) were used to fasten the handriven lath to the ceiling framing members. As the lath was attached to the east-west oriented floor
joists, the orientation of the lath and the plaster burns that remain on the undersides of the joists and
girts was in a north-south direction. This first plastering episode may have occurred as part of the
initial building phase in 1769-70, or not until after the Revolutionary War as part of the mid-late 1780s
repairs, which totaled nearly ₤68 in value. Neither the extant building accounts of initial construction
discovered during the course of the research nor the accounts from the repairs of the 1780s list the
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types nor quantities of materials needed for plastering the entire interior of the building. 95 For that
matter, in all of the records related to repairs and maintenance of the building through the 18th and 19th
centuries, there is only one mention of the materials required for plastering – on March 6, 1809, Samuel
Staples, who was paid more than $600 for materials and repairs to the school house, which included the
construction of the front stair tower during the previous year, was granted $5.17 by the Town Council
in part for “John Merry's bill for hair.” Presumably this was for hair to mix into the lime and sand mix
for plaster for the interior walls of the stair tower; it may also have been used to repair plaster where a
doorway replaced the central window on the second floor.96
The second plastering episode likely occurred when the walls of the central hallway and central
staircase were removed. During this episode the plaster was applied to sawn strip lath. This involved
first the removal of the original plaster ceiling and riven lath; then the application of firring strips to the
underside of the joists and girts, thus lowering the height of the ceiling by several inches; and finally
application of the new lath and plaster. Because the firring strips were applied perpendicular to the
direction of the joists – that is, in a north-south direction – the lath was applied in an orientation
perpendicular to the firring strips and parallel to the joists, in an east-west orientation. A nail which
fastened a firring strip to a joist was removed and identified as a post-1835 nail. However, this is not
conclusive as to the dating of this second plaster ceiling (the first ceiling with strip lath), as the nail
could have been applied during the third and final phase of plastering to secure or refasten the exposed
firring strip. It will be necessary to remove additional nails securing the firring strips to more
accurately date the second plastering episode in this room.97 It is certain that the ground floor
contained two rooms at least until 1827 – the Preceptor of the 2nd District School in the brick school
house was authorized that year to continue his use of the lower west room as an evening school.98 But
95 The repairs made to the west room of the 2nd floor by Benjamin Converse in 1786/1787 did mention plastering the
jambs of the fireplace, but this was not sufficient tp plaster the entire room or building. Providence Town Records,
Doc. # 5409; order to pay Converse dated 11/29/1787. Rhode Island Historical Society Library.
96

Providence Town Council School Committee Records, p. 97, order to pay Samuel Staples for sundry bills omitted for
repairs to the Brick School House in 2nd District, dated 3/6/1809. Rhode Island Historical Society Library.

97 The evidence for two phases of plastering over the sawn lath applied to the firring strips (episodes 2 and 3) consists of
two sets of lath nail holes and two sets of plaster burn scars on the underside of the firring strips. In Rms. 102, 103,
and 107 the openings in the ceiling cut by Peter Borgemeister and Myron Stachiw (Rm. 102) revealed that there were
two episodes of plastering of the ceiling in this room — the first, as in Rm. 101, was over riven lath fastened with
hand-forged nails, and the second was over sawn strip lath applied in the same manner as in Rm. 101. However, the
several nails removed from the ceiling lath in these rooms was of the type manufactured between c.1810 and c.1835.
The evidence from Rm. 102, however, is somewhat contradictory, and at present is difficult to explain; it will require
additional investigation. The plaster of the ceiling was clearly applied after the west wall was already in place. The
plaster of the ceiling captured some earlier plaster at the top of the west wall that was painted yellow. The revealed
details of the west wall construction — lath on studs, door architrave applied over bare lath (prior to plastering), all
fastened with post-c.1835 nails — indicates that the wall was indeed constructed in the post-1835 period. Given rules
of archaeological stratigraphy, this would then lead to the conclusion that the ceiling was also relathed over the firring
strips and replastered over the sawn lath after c. 1835. In fact, several nails fastening the firring strips to the underside
of the joists were of the post-c.1835 period of manufacture. How then to explain the fastening of lath in this room
(and by extension the episode 2 sawn lath in Rms. 103 and 107) with nails of c.1810-c.1835 nails? Were these reused
nails? Did the relathing and replastering of these rooms (episode 2) occur at a time not long after the introduction of
nails of the newer type (post-1835 manufacture) used to fasten the firring, but with nails left of the earlier type of
manufacture of which the carpenters still had a considerable quantity? Clearly, it will be necessary to examine more of
the lath and nails in the walls and ceilings of these rooms, as well as evidence that certainly exists at the points were
the partition walls meet the north and south walls of the building.
98 Town Council Meeting, 6 August 1827, Town Council School Committee Records, Volume 1, 1800-1828, p. 357.
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it does not inform us whether the “lower west room” was essentially as it is today (incorporating the
area of the former central hallway), or the ground floor room west of an existing central hallway. For
that information we must seek other evidence.
The third and final episode of plastering on the ceiling of Rm. 101 occurred after c.1835 (lath
was nailed with machine cut nails manufactured between c.1835 and 1890). The opening cut through
the ceiling plaster by Peter Borgemeister located adjacent to the western-most steel column (Figs.13,
24), and the opening cut by Myron Stachiw located adjacent to the eastern-most steel column, revealed
clear evidence of the three ceiling plastering episodes. The western-most opening also exposed what
was probably the reason for the third episode: iron pipes installed in the ceiling for gas lighting. In
1850 the School Committee voted to authorize the Executive Committee to establish an evening school
for colored persons in the Meeting Street School and to light the school house with gas if deemed
expedient; however, this first attempt at an evening school was relatively short-lived, and it may not
have been until 1867, when the evening school was reestablished, that the gas lighting was installed.99
Therefore, it is possible that in the year or two following this decision, gas lighting was installed on the
first and second floors of the building, necessitating replastering of the ceilings and possibly some of
the walls in order to run the iron gas pipes to the ceilings of both floors. On the second floor there were
three rows (running north-south) of three gas feeder pipes extending down from the ceiling, with each
feeder pipe splitting to supply two light fixtures now indicated by capped pipes projecting about one
inch through the plaster ceiling; on the ground floor there were two rows of three gas feeder pipes in
the large room; east of the partition wall between Rms. 101 and 102, 103, 105, and 106 evidence of gas
lines protruding from the ceiling are visible only in Rms. 103 and 104, suggesting there may have been
two lines of lighting in the east room as well. At present, it is not known whether evidence of
additional outlets for gas lighting have been obscured or removed during 20th century renovations, or
additional outlets did not exist at all.100
An important structural change was made throughout the building sometime during the middle
decades of the 19th century: the removal of some of the original wooden posts supporting the floors and
the installation of steel support columns.101 As originally constructed, the building had eight posts per
floor – two beneath each of the four north-south girts in the floor and ceilings of the first and second
floors, more or less equally spaced between the north and south walls (Figs. 17, 18). In Rm. 101 the
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Records of the School Committee, Book #4, p. 305, November 22, 1850. Providence City Archives. It cannot be
stated for certain that gas lighting was indeed installed at this time. The evening school appears to have been in
operation for only a year or two before being discontinued. An evening school was reestablished at the Meeting Street
School in 1867. It is possible that the gas lighting was only installed at that time. This should be confirmed with
additional documentary research.

100 The determination of the number of gas lighting outlets and their configuration in the eastern portion of the ground
floor of the building can only be determined by additional exploration above the existing plaster ceiling. These
configurations suggest that at the time the gas lighting was installed, there was one room on the second floor and two
rooms on the first floor.
101 Of the eight original posts on the ground floor, six were removed and four steel columns were inserted. Only the two
wooden posts within the existing east wall of Rm. 101 are in their original location. It is assumed that eight posts were
also located on the second floor. However, it is not clear whether steel columns were also inserted on the second floor
in place of removed wooden posts. That evidence undoubtedly remains beneath the existing flooring. When the
present roof structure of trusses was installed in 1877, posts or steel columns were no longer necessary to support the
attic floor, and would have been removed at this time.
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two posts situated in the middle of the original room west of the central hallway were removed, as well
as the two posts that were within the west partition wall of the central hallway. The two posts within
the east partition wall of the original central hall were not removed, and remain within the existing east
wall of Rm. 101. Two steel columns were inserted beneath the two north-south girts in the ceiling of
Rm. 101, placed midway between the north and south walls. These two columns still support the girts
overhead in Rm. 101. Similarly, the wooden posts originally supporting the easternmost girt in Rm.
102 (within the walls between Rms. 102 and 104) and between Rms. 108 and 107 have also been
removed and replaced with steel columns, presumably at the same time.
The timing of the removal of the wooden posts and replacement with steel columns is not
known at this time with absolute certainty. The paint stratigraphy in this room and archaeological
materials recovered from the crawl space beneath the building suggest that the original wooden posts
may have been cased (or re-cased) when the walls forming the central partition walls were removed,
resulting in one large room on the ground floor (Fig. 19C).102 The construction of the existing east
partition wall of Rm.101 (see below), which was built using nails manufactured after c.1835, was
clearly a separate construction phase, occurring some time after the posts had been cased (or recased)
(Fig. 16). Another, more likely chronology for installation of the steel columns is that the posts were
replaced at the time of the third plastering phase – c.1850 or 1867, when the gas lines were installed for
the use of the building as an evening school. Further evidence for the timing of this change likely lies
beneath the current flooring and within the ceiling and walls.

East wall of Rm. 101 (partition wall between Rms. 101 and 102)
The existing wall between Rms. 101 and 102 was built and altered in at least four phases:
1. initial construction c.1840;
2. creation of doorway into Rm. 106 (bathroom) - late 19th-early 20th c.;
3. removal of the central section of the wall between the two surviving wooden posts to create the
Resource Center in 1978-1979;
4. construction of a short, new section of wall at the southern end of this gap and installation of
two louvered doors at the opening. Wainscot was applied to the side of the wall facing into Rm.
101, and wallboard and plaster were applied to the wall above the wainscoting. This work may
have been part of the 1978-1979 work (#3 above), or may not have been completed until 1984,
when additional interior improvements were carried out by PPS under a grant from the
Champlin Foundations.
The sequence of construction and alteration of this wall in several phases is based on clear
physical evidence revealed and recorded during the investigations. The first wall in this location was
the original wall erected 1769-70 forming the east wall of the central hallway. This wall was removed
during the early decades of the 19th century, possibly forming one large room on the ground floor; at
this time the posts were likely cased (or re-cased); and the wainscoting was replaced on the south, west,
and north walls of Rm. 101.
102 The west faces of the surviving cased wooden posts in the wall between Rms. 101 and 102 are both cased and painted
with the same early paint layer as the north, east, and south faces. When the existing wall was built, lath and plaster
were applied over the painted west face of the post casing (consisting of only one painted layer - yellowish tan with a
dark glaze). A pile of architectural debris discovered in the northwest end of the crawl space was found to containing
demolition debris — riven lath and plaster; accordion lath and plaster; sawn lath and plaster; and fragments of
architectural elements — from several phases of remodeling. Among the fragments discovered there were pieces of
post casings with surviving paint finishes that matched the earliest finishes on the surviving post casings in the wall
between Rms. 101 and 102.
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The wall presently forming the east wall of Rm. 101 was constructed not with wide planks, as
was the original wall, over which were applied wainscoting and riven lath and plaster, but with sawn
studs nailed to the floor below and to the north-south girt above, and with wainscoting and sawn lath
and plaster applied over the studs (Fig. 25). The existing doorway between Rm. 101 and Rm. 102 at
the south end of this wall was constructed as an original feature of this wall (Fig. 26). As the wall in
the central section (between the two surviving wooden posts) was removed in 1978, it is not known
whether another doorway existed in this location or in the northern section, where presently a door
opens into the bathroom (Rm. 106).103 Nails removed from lath on this wall and from the door casing
in Rm. 102 were of the sort manufactured from c.1835-c.1890.

Figure 25.

Excavation through the plaster and lath wall and ceiling in the west wall of Rm. 102
(wall between Rm. 101 and Rms. 102, 103, 105, 106) cut by Myron Stachiw. Note
the studs to which the lath has been nailed that are set with their narrow dimension
forming the thickness of the wall. Photograph by Myron O. Stachiw.

103 In the original 1769-70 wall a doorway into the east room was located at the approximate mid-point of the wall
between the north and south walls of the building (Fig. 13). Since the major portion of the wall between Rm. 101 and
Rm. 103 was removed in 1978, it is not known whether a door existed through the c.1840 wall in that location. That
evidence undoubtedly remains below the present flooring.
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Figure 26.

View of west wall of Rm. 102 above the door between Rms. 101 and 102 (the fireplace in the west wall of
Rm. 101 is visible through open doorway). This image shows the circular-sawn strip lath after removal of
the door architrave above the door opening. Note the complete absence of any evidence of the lath ever
having been plastered. This lack of plastering evidence confirms that the door opening was built at the
same time as the wall. The red arrow points to the yellow-painted post casing (appears brown from
accumulated grime and a dark glaze over the yellow paint). Photograph by Myron O. Stachiw.

At the time that this wall was constructed, the wooden posts supporting the second floor were
already cased and painted with what appears to be a single painted finish of yellowish-tan with a dark
glaze. The wall as built was constructed against this painted finish on the post, and the plaster and lath
that were applied over this post casing from Rm. 101 were applied over this same yellowish-tan paint
layer. The first painted finish applied to the wainscot on this wall facing into Rm. 101 (south of the
door to Rm. 102) was also a yellow paint with glaze (equivalent to layer #4 in Rm. 101 where all of the
earlier paint finishes exist), the same as the first layer applied to the door and door casing in the south
wall (opening to the stair tower), and to most of the patched-in boards on either side of the north and
south doors. The equivalent color layer appears as painted layer #2 on the newer wainscot on the north,
west, and south walls (over the clear finish with dark pigment). A nail pulled from this wainscoting on
the south wall of Rm. 101 dates to the period of manufacture of c.1810-c.1835, suggesting that the
construction of the east wall was a separate, later phase from the replacement of the wainscoting in Rm.
101, and that the new east wall was painted a color similar to the existing color on the woodwork of
Rm. 101 or of the large single room that formed the ground floor before the erection of the partition
wall.
The doorway into Rm. 106 (bathroom off the northeast corner of Rm. 101) appears to have been
constructed later in the 19th century or early in the 20th century, when water closets were added in
what is now Rms. 105, 106, and 107.104 The first paint layer on the architrave of the doorway to Rm.
104 City water was introduced to the building in 1874, but it is not known at present when the indoor water closets were
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106 begins with the 9th painted finish in Rm. 101 — also a yellow color (this yellow is separated from
the earlier yellow on the east wall wainscoting by yet another yellow layer followed by two layers of
off-white/grayish green paint found on woodwork throughout the room).
It appears that sometime in the late 19th century sinks were installed in the southwest corner of
Rm. 101, and also in the southwest corner of Rm. 201. A lead drain pipe with a V-joint (the pipe cased
in a wooden chase) emerges from the floor along the west wall just north of the southwest corner and
continues into the ceiling (Fig. 27); on the second floor this pipe was removed during renovations in the
1960s, but it is visible in a photograph of Rm. 201 taken c. 1908 shortly after the Fresh Air School was
opened (Fig. 28). The pipe exited through the ceiling to vent the drains. The sink was located behind
the screen.105

Figure 27.
View into the southwest corner of Rm. 101. The cased chase on the
right surrounds a lead drain pipe coming down from the second floor.
Just above the carpeted floor a Y-joint remains, suggesting that a sink
once stood in this corner. Photograph by Myron O. Stachiw.

erected. It is likely that they were built sometime during the last quarter of the 19th century or very early in the 20th
century. The original water supply for Providence was obtained directly from the Pawtuxet River at Pettaconsett in
the City of Cranston. Construction was started in the spring of 1870 and the first service pipe was opened on
December 1, 1871. The neighborhood around the brick school house was linked to the system within a few years; the
State House located just to the north was connected in 1873. http://www.provwater.com/history.htm.
105 It is not knows how soon after the introduction of city water in 1874 these sinks were installed. They may relate to the
use of all three of rooms in the building as an evening school, to introduction of the cooking school in the early 1890s,
or may have been introduced only with the opening of the Fresh Air School in 1908. Personal hygiene was strongly
emphasized and encouraged as part of the program in the Fresh Air School. However, the placement of sinks on both
the first and second floors suggests that the sinks predated both the cooking school and Fresh Air School, both of
which were located on the second floor of the building. Testing of the paint stratigraphy on the pipe chase in Rm. 101
may help to date their introduction.
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Figure 28.
View of Rm. 201, looking southwest during use as the
Fresh air School. The red arrow indicates the pipe that
vented the drain and sinks located in the southwest corner
of Rms. 101 and 201. Courtesy of the Rhode Island
Historical Society.

Figure. 29.
View of the west wall of Rm. 103 between the two
extant posts. The north post is visible just to the right
of the louvered door. The portion of the wall above
the doorway was part of the original c.1840 partition
wall between Rm. 101 and Rms. 102, 103, 105, 106,
consisting of sawn strip lath over studs, as in Rm. 102.
The section of wall between the two posts was
removed when the Resource Room was created in
1978; the louvered doors and a new section of wall to
the left of the louvered doors were built in 1984.
Photograph by Myron O. Stachiw.
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The final phase of construction/remodeling of the east wall - removal of the wall between the
two surviving wooden posts and partial closing-in of the central portion of the wall just south of the
present louvered doors — was completed in 1978-1979 when a Reference Room was created in Rm.
103 in support of the Consultation Bureau. In 1984, the library and storage facilities were improved
and the interior painted. As only the present green paint layer is found on the new wainscoted section
of the wall, it is likely that this portion of the wall was constructed as part of the interior improvements
funded by the Champlin Foundations (Fig. 29).
There is little evidence of further significant removal or addition of building fabric in Rm. 101
during the 19th and 20th centuries. Some of the alterations/improvements that did occur included
repainting the walls and woodwork; refinishing of the floors; repair of sash; installation of interior
shutters; installation of a new damper in the fireplace; improvement of wiring and fire-detection and
HVAC systems; and installation carpets.
Room 102
This small room is situated in the southeast corner of the ground floor. It represents
approximately 1/3 of the space of the original east room on the ground floor. Like most spaces in the
building it has undergone considerable changes over the centuries. However, it does retain one entire
wall (the south wall) of original wainscoting. With the exception of a relatively short period in the
early 19th century, when it appears that the ground floor of the building was one large, open space
(when the walls enclosing the central hallway were removed), the room extended across most of the
area east of the present north-south wall at the east end of Rm. 101, with a small room created in the
northeast corner of the building housing the rear staircase to the second floor c.1830-40. In the late
19th-early 20th century the room was reduced by about 1/5th of its size by the addition of indoor
bathroom facilities at the north end (Rms. 105, 106, 108). Finally, in the mid-20th century (1950s –
1970s) the remaining space was divided with modern gypsum board walls creating the present
configuration of storage and office space (Rms. 102, 103, 104).
In Rm. 102 original woodwork is represented by the unbeaded wainscoting on the south wall
and by the architraves (fascia and band moldings) and sills of the two windows in the south wall.
These elements, with variations in a few layers, contain the complete series of painted finishes applied
to this room – a total of at least 18 layers of paint. Based on paint stratigraphy, the chair rail and bed
molding on the south wall are newer (first layer is #5 in the series); they appear to have replaced the
original (or at least earlier) chair rail and bed molding at the same time as the new, variable-width,
vertical, beaded wainscoting, along with the new chair rail and bed molding were applied to the east
wall; the wainscoting appears to be applied over the original horizontal wainscoting on that wall. This
likely occurred sometime after the mid-19th century. Above the wainscoting on the east wall it is
possible to define the location of the original window opening that occupied this space by the
unevenness of the plaster patch applied after the window was removed and the opening closed-in when
the adjacent building to the east was constructed in the mid 19th century (see discussion of the second
floor rooms below).
As discussed above, the wall between Rm. 101 and Rm. 102 (west wall of Rm. 102) was
probably constructed c.1830-1840. The paint stratigraphy on the doorway to Rm. 101 through this wall
indicates that this woodwork contains two more layers of paint than the new wainscoting on the east
wall of Rm. 102.
The east, south, and west walls above the wainscoting are currently plastered. The east and
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west walls are plastered over sawn lath; since the plaster on the south wall was not disturbed during
these investigations, it is not known at present whether the original riven lath remains on this wall or
whether it too has sawn lath beneath the plaster (Fig. 30).

Figure 30.

View of Rm. 102 looking west. The west, south, and east walls are plastered above the wainscoting; the
north wall (right), is modern wall built of gypsum board over modern dimension lumber. A chair rail was
applied and paint was applied below to visually continue the wainscoting on the new wall. Photograph by
Myron O. Stachiw. October 2013.

As mentioned in the Rm. 101 discussion, the ceiling of Rm. 102 as revealed in the openings cut
by Peter Borgemeister and Myron Stachiw has had at least two phases of plastering: the first phase was
during its construction phase and the second during the 19th century. In the first phase the plaster was
applied over riven lath fastened with hand-wrought nails and applied directly to the undersides of the
girts and floor joists (or leveling nailers) in the ceiling. In the second phase of plastering sawn strip
lath was applied to firring strips nailed to the underside of the joists, utilizing nails manufactured c.
1810-1840, as well as nails manufactured c.1835-1890. If the new ceiling was applied only after
c.1835, this would suggest the use of old and new style nails. While there is only one set of plaster
burns and one set of nail holes evident on the firring strips, it is possible that the ceiling was plastered a
second time, applied directly over the existing sawn lath. However, this does not help to explain why
the plaster on the ceiling was applied after the plaster on the wall, which was already painted yellow at
the time that the ceiling was plastered (Fig. 31). One assumes that when the new wall was built, it
would also have required replastering the ceiling. As indicated above, the first layer of paint applied to
the door trim on the west wall of Rm. 102 (and also applied to all of the other woodwork in the room)
was a yellow color, as was the post casing against which the wall was built. Therefore it is not unusual
that the plaster was also painted this color. Additional investigation of the ceiling is necessary to
confirm the sequence of plastering and construction here.
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Figure 31.

Junction of the wall and ceiling on the west wall of Rm. 102 above the doorway to Rm. 101. Note that the
remaining plaster on the wall (the lath below the plaster has been removed) is painted a yellow/ochre
color, and that the paint on the plaster extends above the line of ceiling lath (the painted surface is partially
obscured by residue from the ceiling plaster, but it clearly extends above the ceiling lath), but is not found
on the lath itself. This suggests that the ceiling lath and plaster were applied some time after the wall was
constructed, plastered, and painted. Because some of the nails fastening the lath and firring strips in the
ceiling to the floor joists were of the type manufactured after c.1835, it must be assumed that they were
applied after c.1835, but at some later phase than the construction and plastering and painting of the wall
itself. Photograph by Myron O. Stachiw.

The north wall is a modern wall, faced with gypsum board applied to a stud wall of modern 2x4
dimension lumber. It was probably installed sometime during the middle decades of the 20th century
(possibly during use of the building by The Meeting Street School or during the early decades of
occupancy by the Providence Preservation Society).
There are two layers of tongue and groove flooring over rough, board, sub-flooring applied over
the floor joists. The upper flooring is 3½ inches wide and runs in an east-west direction; the lower
flooring is of variable width (~3½ to 5 inches wide) and runs in a north-south direction. Architect Peter
Borgemeister removed a section of flooring at the far east end of the room in order to access the floor
framing so that he could record its configuration and assess its condition and soundness. During the
preparation of his framing drawings he discovered an interesting feature about the floor framing along
the north and south walls of the building. For a distance of approximately 5½ feet into the room from
both the north and south walls several of the original floor joists had been removed, and new sleepers
with butt-cog mortises inserted to support new floor joists, but now running north-south rather than
east-west like all of the original joists. This was only done under the floor against the north and south
walls of the rooms located to the west and east of the central hallway, but not under the floor of the
central hallway itself. What is unusual about this alteration is that at some later time, the floor was
taken up again and the new north-south-oriented joists were removed and newer joists were inserted,
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but this time running in the same direction as the original joists (east-west). Curiously, the original
joist pockets were not always utilized, but new ones were cut into the sleepers, often only a few inches
from the existing original joist pockets (Fig. 32).

Figure 32.

Framing plan of the ground floor. The red arrows indicate
the line of inserted sleepers with notches cut to receive the
new joists after the original joists (running east-west) were
removed. The red vertical lines indicate the direction and
location of the newer floor joists in two of the eight bays
where the joists were changed. Note this change was not
made to the floor joists in the central hallway. Drawing by
Peter Borgemeister, adapted by Myron O. Stachiw.

While the reasons for this alteration and subsequent reversion to the original framing format
remain a mystery, the timing of these changes is less mysterious, thanks to Peter Borgemeister's
removal of the floor boards and the paint investigation conducted by the conservators from
Architectural Conservation Services. Two scars reflecting the installation of the new floor after the
first alteration of the joists and installation of the second floor after the reintroduction of the original
joist configuration provide us with at least a relative dating chronology of these alterations (Fig. 32A).
If we assume that the wainscoting was originally applied once the floor had been laid down and then
painted, then the two phases of scarring on the wainscoting, revealing different numbers and sequences
of paint layers, will inform us of the application of the new flooring.
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Figure 32A. View of the south wall and south east corner of Rm. 102. Two layers of flooring and sub-flooring
have been removed, revealing paint scars on the wainscoting. Photograph by Myron O. Stachiw.

The lower band of exposed paint has only two layers – the clear coat with dark pigment directly
over the bare wood, followed by a layer of prussian blue. Clearly this section of the wainscoting was
covered with flooring that was butted against the wainscoting at floor level, thus covering the lowest
inch of the wainscoting during subsequent painting episodes. It is likely that this represents the present
lower floor applied after the replacement of the reoriented floor joists. The exact date of this event is
unknown, but given the presence of only the prussian blue paint layer over the clear coat it is likely to
have occurred early in the history of the building. A possible explanation is that the work was done
during the 1785-1787 repairs of damages to the brick school house during its use as an arsenal and
munitions workshop, or perhaps during repairs conducted in 1800. The repair and laying of this new
floor also appears to coincide with the replacement of the original wainscoting boards in Rm. 101. The
initial paint layer on the new wainscoting examined on the south wall of Rm. 101 (layer #3) matches
the first paint layer applied over the prussian blue paint in Rm. 102.
The paint scar visible immediately above first on the south wall wainscoting of Rm. 102
represents the application of the current top layer of the floor and a molding at floor level along the
wall. It is likely that this new flooring was applied in the 1870s or 1880s. The paint stratigraphy
within this scar reveals a full sequence of layers beginning with the third layer – a yellow color applied
following the repair of the floor – and continuing until the application of a purplish gray paint layer
(layers #3 through 9), when the present top flooring was applied.
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Figure 33. Ground floor plan, location of Rms. 103, 104.

Rooms 103/104
Rms. 103 and 104 are now used as storage rooms with shelving occupying the east and west
walls of both rooms. In addition these spaces function as passage ways to the back staircase to the
second floor located in Rm. 108 in the northeast corner of the building. Rm. 104 is a narrow room at
the east end of the space, with floor-to-ceiling wooden shelving along the east and west walls. Rm. 103
is about twice as large, also with shelving along the east and west walls.
The shelving along the east wall of Rm. 104 obscures the original east wall of the building;
behind the shelving remains the mass of the original chimney and fireplace, now closed-in with
wainscoting that is a continuation of the wainscoting applied to the east wall of Rm. 102 (after c.1850 –
fastened with machine-cut nails manufactured c.1835-c.1890), and plastered above. The continuous
nature of this wainscoting along the east walls of Rms. 102 and 104, and along the eastern section of
the north wall of Rm. 104 (and also continuing along the east wall of Rm. 107), is another indication
that until the construction of the wall between Rm. 102 and Rms. 103 and 104, the construction of the
wall between Rms. 103 and 104, and the creation of the bathroom spaces in Rms. 105, 106, and
107),the space occupied by these rooms (102, 103, 104, 105, 106, and 107) comprised one large room
(however, smaller than Rm. 101). This wainscoting covered the original fireplace opening in the east
wall, although it is likely that the fireplace opening had been closed much earlier, or at least was no
longer used, as School Committee records indicate that stoves had been introduced into the school
house by 1800 (see Table 1 - Chronology of Construction and Alteration). A sealed stove pipe thimble
remains on the face of the chimney approximately 16 inches below the ceiling.
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Figure 34. (Top)

View of the south wall of Rm. 104 with the doorway to Rm. 102. The wall is of 20th century
construction of gypsum board over modern dimension lumber. The original east wall chimney
mass with a fireplace is located behind the shelving at the left. The red arrow indicates a gas
lighting nipple protruding through the plaster ceiling.

Figure 35 (Bottom)

View of the north wall of Rm. 104 with the doorway to Rm. 108. The vertical-board wainscoting
to the right of the doorway continues along the east wall of the room around the chimney mass
and across the fireplace opening; it continues beyond the modern south wall of Rm. 104 along the
east wall of Rm. 102, indicating that before the erection of the south wall between Rm. 102 and
Rms. 103 and 104 these spaces formed one large room. Photographs by Myron O. Stachiw.

The south wall of these two rooms is formed by a modern gypsum board wall dating to the mid
20 century; the wall is pierced by a doorway between Rms. 102 and 104 (Fig. 34). Midway between
the east wall of the building and the west wall (this is the wall dividing these rooms from Rm. 101) a
steel column is enclosed in the modern wall, installed during the 19th century in the place of a removed
original wooden post. The north-south wall between Rms. 103 and 104 is also constructed of gypsum
board applied over modern dimension lumber, and is lined with heavy-duty, floor-to-ceiling shelves on
both sides; this wall does not extend all the way to the north wall of the rooms, instead it stops several
feet from the north wall to provide a doorless opening between the two spaces.
th
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The north wall of Rm. 104 is finished like the east wall: vertical, variable-width, beaded board
wainscoting capped with a chair rail and bed molding identical to that found on the east wall (Fig. 35).
The plaster above the wainscoting is applied over sawn strip lath; the chair rail is applied over the
plaster, which dies against a horizontal board (circular-sawn) to which the wainscoting is nailed with
machine-cut nails manufactured between c.1835 and c.1890. The wainscoting and lath are applied to
tightly-fitted, tongue-and-groove boards that run from the floor to the ceiling. The side of these boards
forming the north wall facing into Rm. 104 is machine-planed; the side facing into Rm. 108 is handplaned and each board is beaded along one edge. Beneath the wainscoting, the vertical boards are
clean and unpainted, indicating that they and the wainscoting and lath and plaster applied to their south
face were all erected at the same time. At the west edge of the wainscoting is a door leading into Rm.
108. It's casing is also applied with machine-cut nails of the type manufactured from c.1835 – c.1890.

Figure 36.

Right – View of the north wall of Rm. 104 looking northeast. At far right is the doorway to Rm. 108;
at the center of the image is a door made of narrow beaded boards like the wall to its left. This
doorway formerly opened onto Rm. 107 when it was used as a water closet. The doorway is no longer
functional, blocked by shelving in Rm. 107.

Figure 37.

Left – north wall of Rms. 104 and 103 continuing westward towards the west wall of Rm. 103. A
second door pierces the vertical beaded board wall at its west end. This door opens into a stillfunctioning water closet. The wall above the vertical beaded-board section is modern gypsum board.
Originally this wall was built only to the height of the vertical beaded-boards and may have been open
at the top (without a ceiling) in Rms. 107, 105, and 106. The red arrow indicates the location of an
extant original wood post; the second extant post is situated in the southwest corner of Rm. 103.
Photographs by Myron O. Stachiw.

When this wall was erected, at the left or western edge of this door the wall turned a corner to
the north and continued to the north wall of the building (Fig. 36). Now, however, the wall continues
westward for 8 feet 10 inches from the west side of the doorway, ending at a cased wooden post (one of
the two original wooden posts remaining in the building) at the intersection of this wall and the west
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wall of Rm. 103 (Fig. 37). The wall is constructed of narrow, vertical, beaded boards to a height of 6
feet 10 inches; its southern face projects several inches further into the room than the earlier wall
immediately to its east. Above the height of 6 feet 10 inches the wall is made of gypsum board over
modern dimension lumber up to the plaster ceiling. Clearly the wall ended short of the ceiling and was
only closed-in during the mid-late 20th century. It is not clear whether originally there was a ceiling
over the low rooms, or whether they were open at the top. Two narrow doors (6 feet high and 1 foot
10½ inches wide), made of the same material as the walls (narrow, vertical, beaded boards), pierce the
wall. At present the eastern door (originally opening onto Rm. 107) is secured shut; the western door
leads to Rm. 105, a small bathroom with toilet and sink. Originally, these spaces were constructed as
water closets: Rm. 105 was entered from Rm. 103; Rm. 106 was entered from Rm. 101; Rm. 107, now
one space, was originally divided into two small water closets, one entered from Rm. 103, and the other
from Rm. 108. The east-west wall which divided Rm. 107 into two smaller spaces has been removed,
but two holes through the floor for waste pipes and scars on the walls and floor indicate that these were
two small rooms, each with a toilet. City water from the Pawtuxet Reservoir and plumbing were
introduced to the building in 1874; the erection of the water closets was sometime after that, perhaps to
serve the evening school or the cooking school, or perhaps not until the establishment of the Fresh Air
School in 1908. A steel column, in the place of the removed, original wooden post, is located just
inside the north wall at the southeast corner of Rm. 107.
The west wall of Rm. 103 also represents several phases of construction and alterations. As
discussed in the sections describing the physical evidence of changes in Rms. 101 and 102, the present
west wall occupies the approximate location of the original east wall of the central hallway. The
doorway into this original east room was located at the approximate midpoint between the north and
south walls of the building, placing it midway between the two surviving wooden posts at the
intersections of the north and south walls of Rm. 103 with the west wall (Fig.13). The dismantling of
the two walls forming the central hallway sometime in the early 19th century resulted in the casing (or
re-casing) of the wooden posts and the creation of what may have been one large room (see discussion
of Rm. 101) on the ground floor. However, it appears that this configuration was not very long-lived;
the post casings, where encased and covered by a new wall running between the north and south walls
of the building, have only the single layer of paint. In what is now Rm. 103, the section of the new stud
wall dividing the larger ground floor room (101) from the smaller east room (now Rms. 102, 103, 104,
105, 106, and 107) was constructed c.1840. A section of this wall, extending 1 foot 9 inches below the
ceiling, survives at the top of the existing wall above the shelving and present doorway (Figs. 29, 38); it
consists of sawn studs covered with sawn lath and plaster, which shows a ragged edge at its bottom
end. It is clear that the studs were sawn off at this level (the bottoms of the sawn studs are 8 feet 1 inch
above the carpeted floor); nails removed from the lath were of the type manufactured c.1835-c.1890,
consistent with the nails removed from other portions of the wall in Rms. 101 and 102. Below this the
wall consists of gypsum board applied over modern dimension lumber.
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Figure 38.

View of the west wall in Rm. 103 at its south end where it ends at an extant, original, cased wood post.
The lath and plaster at the top half of the image represent the remains of the original c.1840 wall,
extending 1 foot 9 inches below the ceiling; below this the wall was removed in 1978 to create a Resource
Center and study space. Note the olive/brown paint on the plaster at right where it was covered by a wide
finishing board. As in Rm. 102, the casing of the post at left had only one coat of yellow paint before it
was covered by the wall. Photograph by Myron O. Stachiw.

The ceiling in Rm. 103, as revealed in the opening cut by Peter Borgemeister, consists of plaster
applied over sawn strip lath. Just as in Rm. 102, it represents the replacement of the original riven lath
ceiling with a second episode of lathing and plastering which replaced the original plastered ceiling. A
gas light fixture was originally located in this space; a nipple remains in the ceiling. As in Rm. 102, it
is not clear whether the ceiling was first replastered at the time the new west wall was constructed, or
when the gas pipes for lighting were introduced, or whether only a small section of the phase 2 ceiling
was removed to allow introduction of the gas pipes. The ceiling around the gas pipe was not removed
at this stage of the investigations, nor was the relationship of the existing plaster ceiling with the
plastered west wall determined.
Rm. 105
Rm. 105 is currently a small bathroom created during the construction of a complex of four
individual water closets in the late 19th-early 20th centuries (Rms. 105, 106, and 107) at the north end
of was a single room at the east end of the building. When this complex of water closets was
constructed the walls forming Rm. 108 in the northeast corner of the building were already in place. As
described above (see description of the north wall of Rms. 103 and 104), the south wall forming this
complex of small rooms consists of vertical, beaded boards to a height of 6 feet 10 inches above the
floor (Figs. 36, 37). This material is identical to the wall material of the back stair enclosure on the
second floor illustrated on the photographs of the Fresh Air School taken in 1908. It also appears to be
the same as the material applied around the enlarged windows cut through the south wall of Rm. 201 in
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the main classroom area of the Fresh Air School in 1907 (Figs. 7,8).106
Rm. 105 and the adjacent bathroom in Rm. 106 underwent reconstruction and improvement in
1969. This work included removal of the existing partition dividing the two bathrooms; installation of
a fan in Rm. 105; installation of new light fixtures and necessary wiring; studding of all walls to bring
them to one level and replastering the ceilings and walls; installing new lavatories and replacing
obsolete plumbing with copper pipe; and doing all finish work necessary after plastering was
completed.107 The exterior wall of Rm. 105 (facing into Rm. 103) was not altered at this time. In 1979,
the floor of this bathroom was repaired and new linoleum was applied. In 1997 termite damage to the
floor joists under Rms. 105 and 106 was discovered, and repairs were made to the joists and flooring,
with new ceramic tile flooring installed, and two coats of paint applied to the walls and ceilings of the
two spaces.108
Room 106
This room, together with Rms. 105 and 107, were erected to house four water closets in the late
19th- or early 20th century. As constructed, the east partition wall between Rms. 106 and 107 was built
of two layers of vertical, beaded boards (like the south wall of Rms. 105 and 107), ending against the
window opening in the north wall in a manner that allowed both rooms to be lit by the window. The
west wall was constructed c.1840 (see discussion of this wall in the sections on Rms. 101, 102, and
103); the doorway in this wall was created at the time the four water closets were erected at the end of
the 19th century or early in the 20th century. From Rm. 101, the painted finish on the door and casing
to Rm. 106 begin with the ninth layer of paint applied in Rm. 101— a yellow color. The south wall of
Rm. 106 was reconstructed in 1969, when repairs were made to both bathrooms in Rms. 105 and 106.
The earliest surviving features of this room are found on the north wall — the window
architrave and sill and the wainscoting. The wainscoting, like that on the south wall of Rm. 102, is
made up of wide, unbeaded boards; with the window architrave, they represent the earliest (and likely
the first) phase of finishes in the building. Although investigation of the paint stratigraphy in this room
was not carried out in this phase, the wide, unbeaded wainscot boards continue uninterrupted into Rm.
107, where investigations by the paint conservators revealed that both the wainscot boards and window
elements have as their first layers the clear finish coat followed by prussian blue paint (finish layers # 1
and #2 on the earliest architectural elements of the ground floor).
Other than the north wall, 19th and early 20th century features have been either removed or
obscured by later repairs and improvements to this space. As in Rm. 105, renovation work was
undertaken in 1969 and 1997, resulting in the present finishes and appurtenances in the room.
106 At this stage of the investigation it cannot be determined whether the construction of the water closets and their
enclosure, the enclosure of the back stairs on the second floor, and the finish around the enlarged windows all occurred
at the same time, or whether the finish around the windows was matched to the existing materials used in the
construction of the rear staircase enclosure on the second floor.
107 Rhode Island Historical Society, Providence Preservation Society Collection, MSS 241 ACC 5.13.1981, Box PPS#11;
Folder – “24 Meeting St. repairs, etc.”. Estimate by Richard A. Solomon, Contractor, of Providence, RI.
108 Rhode Island Historical Society, Providence Preservation Society Collection, MSS 241 Acc 5.13.1981, Box PPS#11,
Folder – “24 Meeting St. repairs, etc.”, House Committee Accounts, end of First Quarter, Fiscal Year 1980, dated
6/28/1979, A. Bilodeau; Providence Preservation Society files, Champlin Foundations Grants, Letter, Arnold
Robinson to David A. King, 30 July 1997; Letter, David A. King to Arnold Robinson, 19 November 1997, 15
December 1997, 11 May 1999; Letter, Christopher C. Corkery to David A. King, 7 February 2000.
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However, the original partition of this space as a small water closet (late 19th — early 20th century) is
retained with the position of the east wall across the window opening in the north wall.
Room 107
Along with Rms. 105 and 106, Rm. 107 was constructed as part of the complex of four water
closets located at the north end of the east room of the school house in the late 19th — early 20th
century. Originally, what is now one room (Rm. 107) was created as two small water closets, divided
by an east-west wall; its scars are still visible on the floor and walls (Fig. 39). At present, heavy-duty
wooden shelving lines the east and west walls (Fig. 40); the original door into the south half of Rm.
107 from Rm. 103 is sealed, obscured by the shelving against the east wall (Fig. 36). Access to Rm.
107 is now only through the doorway from Rm. 108 in the east wall, which was cut through the vertical
board wall to allow access to the new water closet in the north half of Rm. 107 when the water closets
enclosure was constructed.

Figure 39.

Rm. 107, looking southwest at the floor. At the top of the image is the west wall of Rm. 107; beyond that
wall are Rms. 105 and 106. Note the hole in the floor. This is one of two such surviving features in the
floor of this room, separated by a scar evident on the floor and the east and west walls of a former wall
dividing Rm. 107 into two small water closets. Photograph by Myron O. Stachiw.
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Figure 40.
View of the south wall of Rm. 107. Note the shelving along the east and
west walls. The upper half of the image represents a modern (mid 20th
century) extension of the wall up to the ceiling; the lower half is the late19th – early 20th century beaded-board wall that enclosed the water closets
in Rms. 105 and 107. The red arrow indicates the original doorway into the
water closet at the south end of Rm. 107, now obscured by the shelving in
Rm. 107. Photograph by Myron O. Stachiw.

Rm. 107 appears to be the only space in the building identified to date where a considerable part
of the original c.1769 (or at the least early) finish remains relatively intact. This includes elements of
the north wall: wide, unbeaded, and heavily worn wainscoting; window architrave and sill; and plaster
applied over riven lath in the area east of the window (Fig. 41). The lath is fastened with wrought nails
to vertical boards 6 to 12 inches wide and spaced several inches apart; behind them is the bare brick
wall of the building (Fig. 43).109 The current plaster ceiling appears to be contemporary with that in
Rms. 102, 103, 104, and 108, replacing the original riven lath and plaster in a single episode of
replastering that dates to c.1840 (Fig. 42).110 It consists of plaster applied to sawn split lath applied over
firring strips nailed to the undersides of the joists and girts, resulting in a ceiling that is approximately 2
inches lower than the original ceiling. An opening cut through the present ceiling by architect Peter
Borgemeister revealed evidence of the original ceiling: wrought nails still in place that were used to
109 The composition of the plaster currently applied over the riven lath in this area of the north wall of Rm. 107 was not
tested in comparison to later plaster. Therefore, it is not known at this stage of the investigations whether the plaster is
the original c.1769 plaster or a later application over original lath. In all other areas of the building where the framing
and lath are visible the original riven lath has been removed and sawn strip lath applied in its place before replastering.
110 As discussed in the description of Rms. 102 and 103, it is not known at present whether this represents a single episode
of replacement of lath and replastering, or whether replastering may have occurred over the sawn strip lath. The nails
securing this lath to the firring strips are of the type manufactured c.1810 to c.1835. As discussed in the description of
Rm. 1-2, where a combination of nails of the type manufactured between c.1810 to c. 1835 and between c.1835 and
c.1890 were found securing the lath and firring strips, this suggests that the work was done at a time when the older
type of nail was still available and in use and the newer type of nail was also available — hence the estimate of c.1840
for the date of the ceiling replacement.
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fasten the original riven lath, and plaster burns on the undersides of the joists (Fig. 44). As in the other
rooms, the firring strips for the new ceiling were attached to the undersides of the joists once the riven
lath was removed, and the sawn strip laths were nailed to these firring strips, resulting in an orientation
perpendicular to that of the original riven lath; as a result, the orientation of the plaster scars on the
firring strips are also seen as white scars oriented in a manner perpendicular to the original plaster scars
(Fig. 42).

Figure 41 (Left).

View of the north wall of Rm. 107. The wide, unbeaded wainscoting and window architrave (situated
to the left of the electrical box) represent the earliest phase of construction in the building and are a
continuation of the wainscoting and window architrave in Rm. 106. Above the wainscoting the plaster
is applied over what appears to be original riven lath. Photograph by Myron O. Stachiw.

Figure 42 (Right).

View of the opening cut through the ceiling of Rm. 107, with the lath removed (looking west).
The blue arrow indicates an original floor joist running east-west with white plaster scars from the
phase 1 riven lath and plaster ceiling. The red arrow indicates a firring strip applied to the underside of
the floor joists as part of the phase 2 plastering. Sawn strip lath was nailed to the firring strips and then
plastered; this lowered the ceiling level by nearly two inches. Photograph by Myron O. Stachiw.
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Figure 43 (Left).

Detail of the north wall of Rm. 107 showing the upper east corner of the window architrave and the
plaster wall with original riven lath fastened with wrought nails. Note the portion of the window
architrave and band molding that is not painted white (above the red arrow). This indicates the level of
the phase 2 ceiling. The top band molding of the window architrave is entirely unpainted (blue arrow).
It is clear from its position so close under the floor joist that it was partially covered by the original
plaster ceiling. The phase 2 ceiling was applied after three layers of paint had been applied to the
woodwork. Photograph by Myron O. Stachiw.

Figure 44 (Right). Detail of an original floor joist in the ceiling of Rm. 107. Note the plaster scars on the underside of the
joist and the surviving wrought nails which fastened the phase 1 riven lath to the joists. At lower left the
lath and plaster of the phase 2 ceiling are visible. Photograph by Myron O. Stachiw.

The exposed architrave of the window in this ceiling opening reveals a most interesting and
informative detail of the original construction. As built, the band molding on the outer edge of the
architrave at the top of the window extended upwards to a point even with the underside of the secondfloor joist in the ceiling overhead. When the original riven lath and plaster were applied, they actually
covered about ½ inch of the band molding. It appears that this area of the band molding is unpainted
(Fig. 43). The replacement of the original plaster and lath in the ceiling and installation of the new
sawn strip lath over firring strips, set 2 inches lower, covered even more of the architrave.111 The
paint evidence from this area of the architrave covered by the new, lower ceiling indicates that the
ceiling was applied after three layers of paint had been applied (no dark clear coat evident; 1 —
prussian blue; 2 — yellow; 3 — yellow).112
Paint evidence from the wainscoting and baseboard along the north wall indicate that a short
time (one paint layer earlier) before the new ceiling was installed the chair rail and molding beneath the
chair rail were replaced, and a baseboard was applied along the base of the wainscoting. A cut made to
accommodate a cable into the electrical box above the wainscoting on the north wall revealed that prior
to the installation of this new molding beneath the new chair rail the configuration of the older chair
rail and any molding that may have been beneath it was different from the new (exactly what it was is
111 The present ceilings in the other ground floor rooms also cover the upper part of the window architraves and have
preserved evidence of the earlier paint layers before them. Only in Rm. 107 was the portion of the architrave captured
by the lower ceiling examined for its paint evidence during these investigations.
112 While the dark clear coat found as the first layer on many of the earliest architectural elements in Rms. 101 and 102
was not found on the portion of the band molding covered by the later ceiling, it was present on the lower portion of
the architrave and on the wainscoting remaining on the north wall of Rm. 107. This suggests that it may have been
worn off in the spot examined, or for some reason was not applied there. Where the dark clear coat is present on
wainscoting and the lower portion of the architrave, the third layer (yellow) found on the upper portion of the
architrave is the fourth layer on the wainscoting in this room and also on the early elements in Rms. 101 and 102.
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not revealed) (Fig. 45).113 This change appears to coincide, based on the paint stratigraphy, with the
construction of the rear staircase in the adjacent space of Rm. 108 and with the construction of the
walls forming Rm. 108 and installation of the wainscoting across the east wall of Rm. 104 and102 (at
this time one large room).

Figure 45.

Detail of chair rail and wainscoting on the north wall of Rm. 107. A section of
the chair rail and bed molding were cut away for the installation of the electrical
box and new wiring revealing a scar on the wainscoting that indicates a different
configuration of the chair rail and bed molding in its original installation. The red
arrow indicates an unpainted portion of the wainscoting that was covered by the
original chair rail and bed molding; the blue arrow indicates a yellow-painted
surface (first yellow paint over the prussian blue layer).
Photograph by Myron O. Stachiw.

The east wall of Rm. 107 is finished with plaster applied over sawn strip lath above vertical,
narrow, beaded board wainscoting topped with a chair rail and molding below. Both the lath and
wainscoting are nailed to wide, vertical beaded boards, identical to the composition of the north wall of
Rm. 104 (south wall of Rm. 108) (Fig. 34). The east wall of Rm. 107 is clearly a continuation of this
wall after it turns a 90 degree angle to the north to enclose Rm. 108. It is clear that this wall (east wall
of Rm. 107) butts against the wainscoting on the north wall, and also butts up against the plastered
ceiling, indicating erection after the new plaster ceiling was already in place. The lath on the east wall
was nailed with machine-cut nails of the type manufactured between c.1810 and c.1835. However, the
vertical wainscot boards in Rm. 104 (a continuation of the wainscoting in Rm. 107) were fastened to
the underlying vertical boards with machine-cut nails of the type manufactured c.1835-c.1890. The use
of the two types of nails in the same wall suggests this work was done c.1840, a period when both the
old and the new type of nails would have been available. Because the new south wall enclosing the
water closets was located eight inches beyond the southern corner of the wainscoted wall (east wall),
this gap of eight inches was constructed of the same narrow, vertical, beaded boards as the south wall.
113 An attempt to identify and date the nails used to fasten the molding beneath the chair rail was not conclusive; they
were either of the type manufactured between c.1810 and c.1835 or of the type manufactured between c. 1835 and
c.1890. It will be necessary to remove additional nails in future investigations to confirm the type used.
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A single doorway is found at the north end of the east wall of Rm. 107 opening into Rm. 108. This
doorway was cut through this wall at the time that the four water closets were created at the north end
of the large east room (late 19th — early 20th century); the doorway provided access from Rm. 108 to
the water closet that occupied the northern half of Rm. 107. At the southeast corner of the room is
located a steel column supporting the floor. The column is like those found in Rm. 101 and within the
wall between Rms. 102 and 103, and is situated under the easternmost north-south girt. It is likely that
all of these steel columns were installed at the same time, replacing original wooden posts at this time.
The flooring in Rm. 107 is like the upper- or second layer of flooring found throughout the
ground floor - 3½ inch wide tongue and groove hardwood flooring laid in an east-west orientation. It is
likely that it was applied at the same time across the entire ground floor (except in Rm. 108) (Figs. 32,
39). This appears to have happened sometime after the construction of the east wall of Rm. 107, south
wall of Rm. 108, and application of wainscoting to these walls and to the east walls of Rm. 104 and
102.114
Rms. 108/109/110
Rm. 108 occupies the northeast corner of the ground floor and appears to have been constructed
as a lobby-like area containing the rear staircase to the second floor; Rm. 109 is the small enclosed
closet under the current, re-oriented staircase. The current staircase (Rm. 110) was constructed in 1993
as part of the improvements to the second floor kitchen, bathroom, and storage space. In order to
accommodate a new bathroom on the second floor to serve staff and visitors to the large meeting room,
it was necessary to reconstruct the existing rear staircase, reversing the direction of the stairs. The
small closet beneath the staircase (Rm. 109) was created at this time; the reconfiguration of the stairs
exposed a portion of the south wall in the closet that was previously covered by the earlier staircase
(Fig. 46).

Figure 46.
View of the south wall of Rm. 109
(closet beneath the rear staircase). A
profile of a portion of the original
staircase showing two treads and one
riser is visible on the wall. At the right
is framing for the new west wall of the
staircase. The wall showing the stair
scars was built of both reused and new
materials; the yellow-painted board at
left is reused, probably a piece of old
wainscoting. Photograph by Myron O.
Stachiw.

114
east

The base of the wainscoting in Rm. 102 clearly indicates that the flooring was laid against the wainscoting on the
wall, and was likely contemporary, as no paint is evident on the wainscoting where it was covered by the ends of
the floor boards.
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Figure 47.
View of the floor and south wall of Rm. 107. The floor
clearly indicates a patch that covers the area where the
lower portion of the staircase was framed over the
floor; tape on the wall indicates the location of treads
for each of the steps in this portion of the staircase
(indicated by paint scars on the wall). It is likely that
the fourth and fifth steps above the floor were wedgeshaped as the staircase turned 90 degrees to the north
along the east wall of the building. The lower portion
of the staircase extended westward to the east edge of
the doorway. It is likely that the raised floor was built
to allow the stairs to rise within the limited space
available. Photograph by Myron O. Stachiw.

The south wall inside the closet under the stairs reveals additional important evidence. First,
the staircase was built against what appears to have been a reused piece of wainscoting, painted yellow.
Three unbeaded horizontal boards remain, clearly having been enclosed by the construction of the
staircase as evidenced by the paint scars. Field investigation of the paint finishes here indicated the
first coat was the dark clear coat; the second layer was prussian blue; the final, exposed layer, a yellow
color. The vertical board in place above it began only with layer #4 — another yellow paint layer, but
distinct from that beneath it - which appears to be the same color as layer #4 on the earliest wainscoting
and window architraves in Rms. 101, 102, and 107; the first layer on the chair rail and baseboard on the
north wall of Rm. 107; and the first layer of paint applied to the wainscoting on the east wall of Rm.
101; and the first or second layer of paint on the newer wainscoting on the south, west, and north walls
of Rm. 101. Although the paint stratigraphy evidence from the wainscoting along the east walls of Rm.
102 and 104 is not conclusive, it is possible that this same yellow paint is the first layer on those
elements as well.115
115 This evidence raises an important question about this staircase. Was it originally built as an enclosed or open
staircase? The similarity of the first paint layer applied to the staircase wall with that applied to the wainscoting and
architraves of Rms. 101, 102, and 107 suggests it may have been an open staircase, with all the walls then painted the
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The yellow-painted horizontal boards encapsulated by the staircase were fastened to the wall
with machine-cut nails of the type manufactured between c.1810 and c.1835. Behind these boards,
built between this wall and the masonry mass of the chimney stack, was discovered the remains of a
narrow, built-in cupboard with one shelf, extending approximately three feet above the floor and
opening into the room, facing west. A small door to this cupboard remains in place just above the floor.
As the access to this cupboard was extremely limited and additional removal of fabric to expose more
of it was not undertaken at this time, it is difficult to say with any confidence whether this cupboard
extended upwards any further or ended at a level above the shelf. If it had, it would have obscured the
window opening located immediately to the north of the chimney mass, suggesting that this window
opening may have been closed by the date the cupboard was built. However, it may have been a low
cupboard that only rose to bottom of the window sill. Presently this cupboard and door are covered by
the vertical, beaded-board wainscoting applied to the east walls of Rms. 102 and 104, and carried
across the north wall of Rm. 104 and east wall of Rm. 107. As discussed above, the installation of this
wainscoting and plastering of the wall above appears to have been contemporary with the construction
of the rear staircase and creation of Rm. 108. Given this fact, it is obvious that the construction of the
cupboard preceded the construction of the staircase.116
Several important questions remain about the yellow-painted horizontal boards encapsulated by
the staircase and forming the north wall of the cupboard. Are they in their original location? Were they
originally applied as wainscoting in this location and built around the cupboard? Or are they reused
elements, perhaps original wainscot boards removed from other parts of the building and reused here to
build the cupboard during a phase of improvements early in the 19th century? If they do represent
wainscoting, is there evidence of a plaster wall above? The surviving paint layers on the boards
encapsulated by the staircase contain the three earliest finishes; a nail removed from one of these
boards was not a wrought nail, as expected if this wainscoting was applied before the 1790s and it was
still in its original position, but a nail of the type manufactured between c.1810 and c. 1835. This latter
point clearly argues for reuse of an earlier element — or renailing at a later time. However, to confirm
this it will be necessary to remove additional nails from these elements, conduct more stringent and
controlled laboratory analysis of the paint layers, and explore more of the wainscoting and cupboard
and their environs.
Unlike any other room on the ground floor, the floor of Rm. 108 lies approximately 8 inches
above an earlier floor (Fig.34), and is supported by framing of joists leveled by blocks in a rather
haphazard fashion. This earlier floor is the earliest extant floor on the ground floor of the building as
same color. However, the second paint layer applied to the staircase walls does not match the subsequent layer applied
to any of the other surfaces, suggesting that the staircase was enclosed. The next four layers match closely those
applied in Rms. 102 and 107, further confusing the issue. Clearly more controlled paint analysis in the laboratory must
be undertaken to clarify this issue.
116 Only one documentary reference to construction of anything remotely similar to this cupboard was discovered in the
archival material related to the school house. In December 1787 carpenter James Snow, Jr. submitted an account for
payment for 2.5 days of work on repairs to the west room of the 2nd floor of the brick school house and for white pine
boards for fire casings and closets. Rhode Island Historical Society, Providence Town Records, Doc. #5403,
December 28, 1787. While it is not entirely clear what this work involved, it was obviously in the area of the
chimney/fireplace and included construction of closets. Other work done around this time in the west room of the 2nd
floor included making a hole through the chimney (for a stovepipe thimble?), plastering jambs (of the fireplace
opening?) and finding mortar. Order to pay Benjamin Converse, November 29, 1787, Rhode Island Historical Society,
Providence Town Records, Doc. #5409. It is possible that similar work (construction of closets near the chimney) was
also carried out on the first floor in the east room at some time late in the 18th century or early in the 19th century.
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revealed in the cut through the floor in Rm. 102: variable-width, one-inch thick, tongue and groove
boards over rough, board sub-flooring, oriented in a north-south direction. As determined in Rm. 102,
this floor was laid down after the replacement and reorientation of the floor joists against the north and
south walls quite early in the history of the building, as only the prussian blue paint layer was on the
wainscoting when the new floor was laid. Careful investigation of this raised floor platform— it
occupies the entire area of Rm. 108 — has indicated that it is contemporary with the construction of the
rear staircase; with the erection of the west and south walls of Rm. 108; and with the installation of the
vertical, beaded-board wainscoting on the east walls of Rms. 102 and 104, the south wall of Rm. 108,
and the east wall of Rm. 107. The flooring on the raised platform is fastened with machine-cut nails of
the type manufactured between c.1835 and c.1890. A scar is clearly evident on the floor where boards
have been patched-in to fill the space covered by the lower four stairs of the previous rear staircase
(where floorboards were not installed originally). The boards filling this patched-in area clearly differ
from the surrounding flooring, having been put in place in 1993 when the stair configuration was
altered; paint scars on the flooring along the perimeter of this patch delineate the framing and siding of
the staircase. When a section of the raised floor platform was removed, more evidence was revealed
supporting the synchronicity of the construction of the south and west walls of Rm. 108, of the raised
floor platform, and rear stairs to the second floor. Beneath the level of the floor, the wide, vertical,
beaded boards forming the south and west walls of Rm. 108 were unpainted, indicating that the raised
floor platform was built at the same time as the rear staircase and walls enclosing Rm. 108. What was
its purpose? It appears that it served no other function than to raise the floor level the equivalent of one
stair riser; perhaps this was necessary to fit the staircase into the arrow space available between the
chimney mass and the north wall.

Figure 48.
Map of Providence, 1857. The red circle indicates the location of
the Brick School House and the adjacent lot to the east with several
buildings. At this point in time none of the buildings abut directly
against the east end of the school house. Courtesy of the
Providence City Archive.

The new rear staircase crossed the location of a former window that was situated on the east
wall between the chimney mass and the northeast corner of the building. At present, all four windows
on the east wall — two on each floor located to the north and south of the chimney mass— are closedin as a consequence of buildings erected tightly against the east end of the school house. Was the
window closed-in at the time the rear staircase was erected, or did the staircase rise against the open
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window? The earliest clear cartographic evidence of the school house and its surrounding buildings is
the 1857 map of Providence (Fig. 48). It shows several buildings on the adjacent lot to the east, but
none of the buildings are shown directly abutting the east wall of the school house.
The 1875 City Atlas shows a building erected against the southern half of the school house on
the east side, but no building erected against the north half of the east end (Fig. 49). A photograph
tentatively dated to the late 1860s or 1870s does show a three-story brick structure occupying the area
abutting the east boundary of the rear yard of the school house as indicated on the 1875 map (Fig. 50);

Figure 49 (Left).

Atlas of the City of Providence, 1875. The north half of the east end of the building remains
unobstructed, while on the south half of the building a structure from the adjacent lot was built against
the east wall. The building adjacent to the rear school yard (red arrow) is indicated as a wooden
building. Courtesy of the Providence City Archive.

Figure 50. (Right). Photograph of the Old State House, c.1880-1890. The three story brick building at the right overlooks
the walled and fenced rear yard of the school house (indicated by a red arrow in Fig. 49); a small
outbuilding, probably a privy, occupies the northeast corner of the school house yard. Courtesy of the
Rhode Island Historical and Preservation Commission.

A later photograph (c.1895) (Fig. 51) and an atlas map dating to 1882 (Fig. 52) show a building
extending southwards to butt against the east end of the school house and a 3½ story brick building - a
livery stable — on the south. The building had to be in place by 1877 when the current roof truss
system was installed in that year; the configuration of the roof at the east end at the junction with the
adjacent building was necessary to avoid an existing window in the west wall of the abutting brick
building at that level. It is necessary to determine when this building was first erected as that
information will provide a date after which the windows on the east end of the school house were
closed-in.
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Figure 51 (Left).

Photograph of the Meeting Street School House when it was used as a cooking school, c.1895. Note the
taller brick buildings abutting to the east, or right. Note also the form of the roof at the east end of the
school house and the chimney that rises at the east end. The roof was hipped only at its west end; at its
east end the roof ended in a gable about three feet from the adjacent brick building. This was done to
avoid blocking a window (indicated by red arrow) in the west wall of the adjacent building, thus
indicating that the buildings to the east were already in place when the new truss roof was built in 1877.
Courtesy of the Rhode Island Historical Society.

Figure 52 (Right) Atlas of Providence, 1882. The map shows that buildings built of wood (indicated in yellow) have been
erected along the north half of the east end of the school house and of brick along the south half.
Courtesy of Providence City Archive.

The north wall of Rm. 108 is pierced by a doorway to the one-story addition on the north side of
the building erected in the 1960s to house the furnace and enlarged in 1993. The wall immediately
above and around the metal-clad door has been rebuilt and strengthened over the years with new
materials. As a result it contains almost no original or early architectural fabric.
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Second Floor
Rm. 201

Figure 53. Second floor plan with room numbers.
Drawings by Ed Wojcik, architect. ltd, 2013;
adapted by Myron O. Stachiw.

Today Rm. 201 is the largest room in the brick school house and serves as a meeting and
functions room (Figs 53, 54, 55). As originally built, both the first and second floors were constructed
with a central hallway running north-south and a room to either side of the hallway (Fig. 13). During
the early 19th century the central hallway and its staircase were removed and the space opened up to
form one large room. By the time gas lighting was introduced in the mid-19th century, this
configuration was already in place, as indicated by the symmetrical placement of the three ranges of
gas pipes visible in the ceiling to feed light fixtures.117 Further datable changes to this space occurred
as follows:
 1877 - major repair of roof, resulting in the replacement of the original roof structure with a
series of trusses which opened the ceiling to its present height. This obviously required
extending the gas pipes to the higher ceiling level, replastering, etc.;
 1895-96 - installation of present narrow, tongue and groove flooring on the second floor;
 1907 - cutting of a very large window opening through the western half of the south wall of the
room in conjunction with the establishment of the Fresh Air School in this space. The window
opening was fitted with large casement windows hinged at the top and swung inward with the
help of cords and pulleys (Fig. 28);
 1940s-50s -use of the building by the Meeting Street School - erection of partitions (exact
nature of partitions not known)
 1959-60 - Providence Preservation Society took occupancy of the building; “second floor
117 As discussed above, gas lighting was first approved for use in the “colored” evening school established in 1850.
However, that school was discontinued after several terms and it is not clear whether gas lines were run into and
throughout the building at that time. An evening school was reestablished in 1867, and remained in the Meeting Street
school house until 1893. It is not clear if gas lighting was installed in 1850 or not until 1867. (See footnote 96.)
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cleared of cluttering partitions”;
1965-66 ▪ removal of large casement windows in south wall installed for Fresh Air School;
and reconstruction of windows to original size, replacement of all 6-over-6 window sash
with 12-over-12 sash in remaining windows throughout the building (Figs. 11, 54, 55)
▪ opening and restoration of fireplace in west wall (Fig. 54);
▪ erection of a permanent wall at the east end to allow for a kitchen, reducing the large
meeting room from five to four bays (Fig. 55);
▪ painting of all woodwork after investigation of paint stratigraphy to the first colored
paint layer (layer #2 after first dark clear coat layer), a grayish-green color (color of
current painted finish) (Figs. 54, 55).
▪ Other work accomplished at this time included upgrading the electrical system for the
entire building and installation of baseboard heating on the second floor;
1972 - new railing applied around back stairs. This suggests that the enclosure around the
upper end of the staircase that was present at the start of the 20th century had been
removed;
1977 - required fire code compliance:
▪ provision of direct access to rear staircase from the meeting room;
▪ addition of out-swinging door at bottom of rear staircase;
▪ covering of bare stud walls between the kitchen and the meeting room with gypsum
board;
▪ installation of lighted exit signs;
1981 - kitchen spruced up by recovering counters;
1984 ▪ improvement of kitchen;
▪ reconditioning floors;
▪ painting interior;
▪ upgrading electrical and fire detection systems;
1994 ▪ major upgrading of kitchen and storage area with new cabinets, shelving, appliances,
finishes;
▪ installation of central AC system;
▪ reconfiguration of rear staircase (Fig. 61);
▪ creation of bathroom on second floor to serve staff and meeting room visitors

While the present configuration of the large meeting room dates from 1965-1966, when the wall
dividing the kitchen and storage area from the meeting room was constructed (Fig. 55), it is less clear
when the space was opened up to become one large room.118 A likely scenario is that the staircase to
the second floor, probably located within the central hallway, was removed when the front stair tower
118 The last documentary reference to more than one room on the second floor was in 1788. Rhode Island Historical
Society, Providence Town Records, Doc. # 5404, April 5, 1788. For construction of the partition wall in 1966, see
Providence Preservation Society Newsletter, February 1967, Vol. VI, #1, p. 3.
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was built. Records of the Town Council and School Committee, while not specifically identifying the
construction of the stair tower, do record the appointment of a committee composed of School
Committee members Joseph Jenckes and Nathan Waterman to “make the necessary addition and repairs
to the Brick School House in the 2nd District” at a Town Council meeting on June 27, 1808. Over the
next nine months, the Town Council and School Committee paid out more than $655 to several
workmen, with most of it - nearly $640 - going to Samuel Staples for materials and repairs to the Brick
School House. This included a bill for hair (for plastering) and paints.119 Clearly the doorway through
the south wall of Rm 201 replaced an original window; investigation of its paint stratigraphy and
comparison to known original elements would assist in unraveling the sequence and chronology of
changes. The date of the removal of the walls of the central hallway is less certain; the last direct
reference to two rooms on the second floor was in 1788. It is likely that they were removed at the time
that the front stair tower was built and the second story functioned as a large school room for the 2nd
District Grammar School. On the ground floor, there are references to two rooms throughout the 19th
century, although there is physical evidence that suggests the partition walls may have been dismantled
and rebuilt at various times (see descriptions of the physical changes in the ground floor rooms).
As on the ground floor, the earliest finish on the second floor included wide, horizontal,
unbeaded board wainscoting, topped by a chair rail and molding, applied around the perimeter of each
room, and probably also within the central hallway. Above the wainscoting and on the ceiling, plaster
was applied over riven lath fastened with wrought nails. Access to the rooms to either side of the
central hallway was through single doorways situated approximately midway between the front and
rear walls of the building (Fig. 13). Given this location of the entrances into the two rooms and the
width of the hallway (approximately 7 feet), it is likely that the staircase to the second floor was located
at the north end of the central hallway; the staircase probably rose to a landing over the rear door before
turning again to rise the few remaining steps to the second floor level.120 It is assumed that as on the
ground floor, there were eight wooden posts on the second floor supporting the ceiling; two post along
each of walls forming the central hallway, roughly equidistantly spaced from each other and the north
and south walls; and two posts in the same configuration running in a line from north to south down the
middle of each room east and west of the central hallway (see Fig. 18 for the original configuration of
posts on the ground floor). It is not known whether the original wooden posts were replaced with steel
columns like six of the posts on the ground floor - the new truss-supported roof made any supportive
posts or columns unnecessary. However, if they did exist, it is likely that some evidence for them
survives beneath the present floor.

119 Rhode Island Historical Society, Town Council School Committee, Oversize Volume 1, Mss 214 SG 4 Series 1, 18001828, p. 93, June 27, 1808; p. 94, August 8, 1808; p. 94, November 7, 1808; p. 95, November 21, 1808; p. 97, March
6, 1809; March 13, 1809.
120 Confirmation of the location and configuration of the central staircase to the second floor should be possible by
opening the ceiling of Rm. 101 at the north end of the former central passage. Of course, it is possible that when the
staircase was dismantled, the floor framing was replaced with new floor joists extending across the space of the former
central hallway, Nevertheless, some physical evidence for the staircase should remain.
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Figure 54.

View of Rm. 201, looking southwest. Photograph by Myron O. Stachiw. 2013.

Figure 55.

View of Rm. 201, looking southeast. The door to the right opens into the front stair tower. It replaced a
window when the stair tower was constructed in 1808.The wall to the left was erected in 1965-66 to allow
the installation of kitchen (through door on left). The red arrow indicates the board painted black.
Photograph by Myron O. Stachiw. 2013.
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The investigation of the finishes on the second floor indicated that original (or at least the
earliest) architectural elements in this space were the architraves and inner band moldings of the
windows; window sills; unbeaded, horizontal, board wainscoting on the west wall, both to the north
and south of the chimney mass; and some of the unbeaded wainscot boards on the north and south
walls (Figs. 54, 55). These elements showed a fairly consistent sequence of 22 layers of painted
finishes in Rm. 201. Listed from earliest to latest they are:
1. clear coat with dark pigment
2. greenish yellow (grayish green)
3. greenish yellow
4. greenish yellow
5. tan/off-white
6. yellow
7. pinkish tan
8. blue
9. yellow
10. pinkish tan
11. yellow tan
12. yellow ochre
13. yellow brown
14. blue
15. purplish pink
16. yellowish brown
17. blue green
18. blue green
19. light yellow/tan
20. dark brown
21. off-white
22. grayish green, extant121
This sequence, or some part of it, is fairly consistent across the various painted elements in Rm. 201.
Variations may be the result of some areas having been covered with partitions or some other
obstruction that has since been removed, or that particular elements may not have been painted, or the
paint flaked off, thus creating a gap in the sequence.
The earliest architectural elements on the ground floor began with the dark clear coat, followed
by a layer of prussian blue paint. On the second floor, earliest elements begin with the dark clear coat
followed by a layer of yellow green paint. If the colored paint layers were applied before c.1800, the
difference in color may reflect the divided responsibilities and sensibilities between the proprietors who
managed the second floor and the Town of Providence which managed the ground floor. An interesting
discovery was made during the investigations which was tested by conservator John Vaughan with
surprising results. On the west wall north of the chimney some graffiti was discovered — the date of
121 This sequence is the result of visual identification in the field using a scalpel to cut the applied finishes down to the
substrate; wet-sanding to expose the various paint layers in a “bull's eye” pattern; and examination with a hand-held
40x monocular field microscope to establish the sequence of applied coatings for comparison with other element
sequences. Such field investigation is not as accurate as cross-section laboratory investigation of embedded samples.
See report “Interior In Situ Finishes Investigation,” Architectural Conservation Services, December 2013, included
with this report.
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1810 carved into one of the unbeaded wainscot boards. A very small diameter sample was removed
from inside the carved area of the date; a second, control sample was taken outside of the graffiti to try
to determine when in the relative sequence of painted finishes the carving occurred. The first layer in
the carved area should represent the first layer applied after the carving, thus giving us a control date of
sorts for the earliest date that the first paint layer could have been applied over the graffiti.
The results of the laboratory evaluation of these samples are surprising and intriguing. The
control sample taken outside the carved area of the graffiti and just above from the same wainscot
board, revealed a fairly complete sequence beginning with the clear dark coat (layer #1) and continuing
through three layers of greenish yellow, then the off-white/tan layers (layers # 2 - 7) and beyond. The
sample from within the depths of the carved graffiti was virtually identical, lacking only the dark clear
coat. The immediate conclusion from this evidence is that the only applied finish before 1810 was the
dark clear coat; it was this layer that was removed by the graffiti artist who carved the date “1810” into
the wainscoting. Then, sometime after 1810, all of the woodwork was painted with layer #2, the
greenish yellow paint. From this we can speculate that on the ground floor the same may have been
true — the prussian blue paint layer, the first opaque paint layer applied, also was applied only after
1810. Since it is believed that the front stair tower was completed in 1808-1809, a comparison of the
paint layers on the new doorway to the stair tower from Rm. 201 should closely approximate the paint
in the carved graffiti if, as suggested by that evidence, the first opaque paint layer only went on after
1810. That means that the woodwork on the building’s interior retained its earliest finish of a dark
clear for its first 40 years or more.
Following is a comparison:
Unbeaded wainscot board, south Fascia of architrave on west side of From within the carved graffiti:
wall, east of patches around
the door to the stair tower:
doorway to stair tower:
1. dark clear coat
(first layer over wood substrate)

1.

1.

2. greenish yellow

2.

2. greenish yellow
(first layer over carved graffiti)

3. greenish yellow

3. greenish yellow
(first layer on fascia over wood
substrate)

3. greenish yellow

4. greenish yellow

4. greenish yellow

4. greenish yellow

5. tan/off-white

5. tan/off-white

5. tan/off white

6. yellow

6. yellow

6. yellow

7. pinkish tan

7. pinkish tan

7. pinkish tan

8-22. as defined in Rm. 201
sequence

8-22. as defined in Rm. 201
sequence

8-22. as defined in Rm. 201
sequence

As illustrated above, the sequences of painted finishes on the fascia of the door architrave to the stair
tower and over the carved graffiti are nearly identical. The sample from the fascia appears to have only
two layers of greenish yellow while the graffiti and wainscot have three layers. While this may be
significant, it should be interpreted with great caution. The samples from the graffiti and from the
wainscot above it were the only two samples from Rm. 201 that were embedded and examined in the
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laboratory. Before reliable conclusions can be drawn from this evidence it will be necessary to conduct
additional sampling and laboratory analysis. If we were to accept this evidence at face value, it
suggests that the interior woodwork of the school house may only have been coated with a clear glaze
infused with dark brown pigment, and remained that way for approximately forty years. An alternative
interpretation is that the interior woodwork was entirely replaced in 1808-1809 when the front stair
tower was erected and the partitions forming the central hallway on the second floor was removed; at
this time the dark clear coat was applied and the following year the graffiti “1810” was carved through
this dark clear coat. The first opaque paint layer, the greenish yellow, was then applied sometime
afterwards. However, this does not explain the absence of the first greenish yellow paint on the fascia
of the architrave of the door to the stair tower. Further investigation of the wainscoting and stair tower
doorway is required to determine the kinds of nails used to fasten these elements. 122
As already mentioned, the most intact early fabric in Rm. 201 is found on the west wall (Fig.
54), where the original wainscoting and window architraves and sills remain largely undisturbed (with
the exception of the second, outer band moldings applied to all of the windows c.1877) (Fig. 56).

Figure 56.
Detail of window architrave on the second
floor showing the double band molding. The
earliest band molding is at left and begins at
the surface of the window architrave fascia (red
arrow); the second, newer band molding
(slightly smaller) is at right (yellow arrow).
Photograph by Myron O. Stachiw. 2013

The wainscoting on this wall consists of three wide, unbeaded boards. They show considerable wear
and age and are scarred by more carved graffiti than other walls. The wainscoting on the south wall
122 Unfortunately, the surviving records of the Town of Providence, Town Council, and School Committee that were
examined do not list any paint among the materials used in construction or repairs until the March 6, 1809 order to pay
Samuel Staples for Updike & Butts bill of paints. On the other hand, of the many references to the expenses of
construction and repair between 1769 and 1810, very few enumerate the materials that were used and paid for from the
Town Treasury.
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consists of four, horizontal unbeaded boards. There is some evidence of patching of the wainscoting
immediately to the east and west of the doorway to the stair tower; to the west of this area the
wainscoting has been patched with new boards installed in 1966, when the large Fresh Air School
windows were removed and the openings restored to their original configuration with new window
frames and sash. The window to the east of the stair tower doorway appears to be like the windows on
the north and west walls. The wainscot on the north wall is very different from that found on the south
and west walls. The top and bottom boards are wide, unbeaded boards; the four boards between these
two are narrow, and clearly appear different. They are fastened with square-headed machine-cut nails
(no nails were pulled out for identification in Rm. 201) (Fig. 57). The east wall consists of four
horizontal wainscot boards; these were installed when the wall was constructed in 1965-1966 to allow
for a kitchen and storage area.

Figure 57.

View of the northeast corner of Rm. 101. At left is the north wall, at right the east wall erected in 19651966. The wainscoting on the north wall has early wide, unbeaded boards at the top and bottom; the four
boards between these are narrower boards, each with a small bead cut along one edge (between the two
red arrows). The wainscoting on the wall to the right consists of four uniform, beaded boards.
Photograph by Myron O. Stachiw

When the stair tower was constructed 1808-1809, it required the removal of the window on the
south wall and its replacement with a doorway, necessitating some alteration of the wainscoting here.
As speculated, this is also probably the time that the central hallway was removed and the room opened
up into one large space. The removal of the central passage walls must also have impacted the
wainscoting on the north and south walls where the hallway walls met the north and south walls.123
123 It is not known how the north-south walls of the central passage met the north and south walls of the building. It is
assumed that the walls of each space (rooms and central hallway) were finished as distinct units, meaning that it is
unlikely that the wainscoting was applied to the exterior walls before the interior walls (central hallway walls) were
built. The patches applied to either side of the doorways on the ground floor when the central hallway walls were
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Gaps in the wainscoting had to be filled, hence the patches around the doorway on the south wall and
what appear to be new boards applied to the north wall. Interestingly, on both the first and second
floors, some of the boards used to patch the wainscoting around the door openings have the full
sequence of paint on them, suggesting that some original wainscoting boards that had been removed
when the central hallway walls were taken down had been reused.
On the north wall the revealed paint stratigraphy on the wainscoting told a different story. For
some reason the two middle wainscot boards were replaced with four narrow boards. The painted
finishes on these boards only begin with the fourth layer, a green yellow paint. In contrast the boards
immediately above and below them, as well as the inner band moldings and fascias of the window
architraves, have the full sequence, beginning with the dark clear coat. On the ground floor, most of
the wainscoting on the south, west, and north walls was replaced; on the second floor this appears to
have been done only on the north wall, and that of only some of the wainscot boards.124 However, the
timing of these changes appears to coincide with the construction of the front stair tower, which
probably allowed the removal of the central hallway and central staircase and required opening a
doorway to the second floor. The four new boards in the wainscoting of the north wall begin with the
fourth finish layer; the fascia of the door architrave to the stair tower begins with the third finish layer,
but the band molding on the architrave begins with the fourth layer.125

Blackboards
Another interesting feature was discovered on the south wall immediately to the east of the
patch around the stair tower doorway and under the window: the third finish layer applied to this one
board was black paint (Fig. 55). Was it applied to serve as a blackboard? Why only one board wide?
Was it reused from elsewhere?
Photographs taken during the Fresh Air School c. 1908-1909 reveal that a blackboard was
located on the face of the chimney mass at both the west and east ends of the building on the second
floor. The blackboards consisted of an area of specially-prepared plaster inside a wood frame; a
wooden tray for chalk ran along the bottom of each blackboard. The blackboard at the east end of the
second floor (Rm. 203) remains in place (Figs. 58, 59, 62). Undoubtedly similar blackboards existed
on the ground floor as well. The paint stratigraphy on the wood frame and chalk tray is similar; both
have as their first layer a light blue paint with a glaze, but depending on where on the second floor you
look for comparison, it is equivalent to the 5th, 6th, or 7th layers in other areas. However, most other
places examined on the second floor lack the same blue paint layer as is found on the blackboard frame
and tray. The blue paint in this place in the sequence seems to occur on the woodwork applied to the
face of the east chimney mass in Rm. 203 - on the blackboard frame, wainscoting, and firebox door —
removed support this assumption. This also appears to be the case on the second floor.
124 The conclusions presented in this discussion of the wainscoting on the second floor must be received with caution. No
nails were extracted from the wainscoting, and no wainscoting material was removed for closer investigation. The
conclusions are based on visual evaluation of the fabric and are informed by the field investigation of painted layers.
The reader is reminded that a great deal of early historic fabric is gone from the second floor: the central hall
partitions, the posts and columns, the ceiling and framing which were replaced by the truss-supported roof.
125 The discrepancy in paint layers may be the result of faulty observation with the field microscope, missing or flaked
paint at the point of investigation, or differences in time of application of the architectural elements. Only more
careful paint analysis and an examination of the nails used to fasten these elements will be able to clear up such
mysteries.
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and on the outside band moldings around the windows and chair rail along the north wall. It appears
that the blackboard and chalk tray on the east wall of Rm. 203 were installed several paint layers after
the east wall wainscoting and firebox door (or they were assembled from reused elements); if compared
to the painted coatings on the roof truss, the blackboard at the east end of the building in Rm. 203
appears to have been installed several paint layers earlier than the roof trusses (dated to 1877). While
no blackboards survive on chimney faces on the ground floor, it is likely that similar blackboards were
also installed in the rooms on the ground floor.

Figure 58 (Left) - View of the Fresh Air School in Rm. 201, looking west. The red arrow indicates a blackboard that is
to the wall of the chimney mass. Before it stands a blackboard on wheels (with writing on it). Courtesy of the
Rhode Island Historical Society.
Figure 59 (Right) -View of the extant blackboard located on the wall of the east chimney mass on the second floor in Rm.
203. Photograph by Myron O. Stachiw. 2013.

Evidence of two blackboards was also found on the north wall between several of the windows:
between the second and third windows from the west wall and between the third and fourth windows
from the west wall (Fig. 60). To create these blackboards the chair rail and top wainscot board were cut
away between the windows; at the top, approximately half the distance to the top of the window
opening, a horizontal wooden frame was introduced; and all around the existing band molding at the
outer edge of the window architraves a second band molding was added to all of the windows, but
projecting further from the wall surface than the original band molding. Finally, the plaster was applied
within the frame for the blackboard. Vertical scars are evident on the top wainscot board to the east and
west of the blackboard; below the blackboard area a horizontal scar is visible for what must have been
a chalk tray.
The very first layer of paint on the plaster within the former blackboard framing was black; at
least nine layers of various colors have been applied above the initial black layer. Within the vertical
scar to the right of the blackboard — an area that was covered by the blackboard frame — only the
final three paint layers are found, suggesting that the frame and chalk tray of the blackboard remained
in place long after the blackboard no longer served that purpose (in fact, this is the case with the
surviving frame and calk tray of the blackboard on the face of the east chimney.
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Figure 60.
Detail of the north wall of Rm. 201. The red box indicates the
location of one of two blackboards on the north wall of Rm. 201.
The chair rail and top wainscot board were cut away and the
blackboard was framed by a rail at the top and by a narrow chalk
tray at the bottom. Photograph by Myron O. Stachiw.

Rms. 204 and 206 — Rear staircase and Bathroom
The area at the northeast corner of the building containing the bathroom (Rm. 206 —
constructed in 1994), rear staircase, and open area/passage to the meeting/function room (Rm. 204 reconfigured in 1994) has undergone considerable changes, but also contains much early fabric. The
unbeaded, hortizontal wainscoting along the east wall above the rear stairs appears to be original, as it
has the full complement of early paint colors through the first four layers, and nearly all of the last
fourteen layers (a total of 18 layers on this wall in contrast to 22 on the wainscoting and window
architraves in Rm. 201). The chair rail above it appears to have been applied at the approximate time
as the blackboard frame and chalk tray on the east chimney just to the south in Rm. 204, as their
earliest layers coincide, but quickly diverge. Above the chair rail just to the north of the chimney mass
a scar in the plaster marks the location of an original window opening. This window was closed-in
when the building on the adjacent lot to the east was erected abutting the east wall of the school house
(Fig 61).
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Figure 61.
View of the reconfigured rear staircase and east wall, Rm. 204.
The surviving early wainscoting consists of three heavily worn
unbeaded boards. The red box indicates the former window
location. Photograph by Myron O. Stachiw. 2013.

The north wall of the bathroom (Rm. 206) and the small storage alcove to its west is a
continuation of the north wall in the large meeting/function room (Rm. 201). As in Rm. 201, the wide
top and bottom boards of the wainscoting are early, while the four narrower boards between them are
newer replacements; the window architrave is also early. Plaster covers the walls above the
wainscoting and chair rail. The ceiling in the entire area east of the partition wall (Rms. 202, 203, 204,
205, 206) has been lowered during the 1994 renovations and consists of a gypsum board surface. A
drop-down staircase in the ceiling of Rm. 204 provides access to a small attic area.
This corner of the building also contains scars of the late 19th - early 20th century rear staircase
enclosure (Fig. 61), as well as evidence of what may have been an even earlier stair enclosure. Scars
on the architrave to the east side of the window in the bathroom and on the wainscoting below clearly
indicate where the west wall of the pictured enclosure joined the north wall of the building; the
wainscoting above the present rear staircase also contains a scar indicating where the south wall of the
stair enclosure joined the east wall. Paint investigations carried out within the scar (encapsulated by
the enclosure wall) and to the north and south of the enclosure (the former would have been within the
enclosure, the latter outside of the enclosure) indicate that there are several instances in the paint
sequences from each of these test sites where they diverge, and gaps occur in the sequence of some of
the sites, suggesting they were covered by walls or other features. The paint sequence evident on the
wainscoting in an area that would have been within the last staircase enclosure contains a fairly
undisturbed sequence of layers #1 through #15, then layer #18 (the present grayish green layer). This
100

more or less coincides with the layers on the early wainscoting on the north wall of the second floor.
The area that was encapsulated by the south wall of the late 19th-early 20th century stair enclosure
shows a paint sequence that matches for the first four layers, then has a gap for two layers, then
resumes again and matches for layers #7-12, then shows another gap for five layers, followed by the
final paint layer (current grayish green paint) first applied in 1965-66 to the woodwork on the second
floor. The first gap of two paint layers (after finish layer #4) might indicate an earlier enclosure built
around the staircase, but soon removed; or, it could represent some other type of room partition or
structure that abutted the wall. The second gap of five finish layers (after layer #12) probably
represents the late 19th-early 20th century enclosure pictured in the Fresh Air School photographs (c.
1908). The fact that the first paint layer to be applied after the removal of the enclosure is the extant
grayish green paint suggests that the enclosure was removed during renovation carried out by the
Providence Preservation Society either in 1965-1966, this color was first applied to the woodwork on
the second floor, or in 1972, when a new railing was applied around the back staircase.

Figure 62.

View of the east end of the second floor during its use as a Fresh air classroom. The
rear staircase enclosure is located at left between the stove and the window, behind the
screen. The door was at its left end, just to the right of the window, as the stair was still
in its original configuration rising from south to north. The enclosure appears to have
been constructed of the same material as the south wall of the water closets on the ground
floor (Rms. 105, 107), suggesting that they may have been of one construction phase.
Note also the blackboard on the wall of the chimney mass behind the stoves. Courtesy of
the Rhode Island Historical Society.

Roof structure
The current roof structure consisting of four trusses is clearly not original, but the product of
19th century repairs and improvements. The only reference to major roof repairs during the 19th
century was found in the Annual Report of the Superintendent of Public Buildings of the City of
Providence for 1877. The report stated that “in the early part of the summer the roof of Meeting Street
School House showed evident signs of weakness. An examination developed the fact that the building
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was unsafe for occupation; prompt action was taken and by direction of the City Council the building
was reroofed and thoroughly repaired. With the exception of one room on the first floor the building is
mainly devoted to evening school purposes.”126 (See Figs. 6, 54, 55, 62 for views of the trusses and
ceiling).
At present plaster is applied to the sloping ceiling sections on the south, west, and east edges of
the ceiling; in the central area the plaster ceiling is flat. An opening made by Peter Borgemeister at the
junction of the south wall and ceiling just to the east of the stair tower door revealed construction
details (Fig. 63).

Figure 63.

View of opening cut through the wall and ceiling of Rm. 201 in the south wall just east of the door to the
stair tower. The sawn strip lath has been cut away to expose the framing of the roof at plate level. The red
arrow points to an iron gas pipe that fed the light fixtures which hung down from the ceiling. The yellow
arrow points to a strip of lath applied vertically to the stud and to which the horizontal lath was nailed and
then plastered. There is only one set of plaster scars on the underside of the roof rafters and wall studs,
indicating that this is the original plaster applied to the new truss roof and walls. Photograph by Myron O.
Stachiw. 2013.

The sawn strip lath is applied with machine-cut nails of the type manufactured c.1835 to c.1890 to
strips of lath that were applied vertically to studs. These vertical strips of lath beneath the horizontal
lath (onto which was applied the plaster) were also found in the east wall, suggesting they are probably
a construction detail used throughout the second floor when the walls and ceiling were replastered after
the roof was rebuilt. Their function was to provide more space for plaster keys to form and thus better
secure the plaster on the walls to the lath. The use of vertical studs against the masonry walls to which
the horizontal lath and plaster were applied differs from the original method of using wide, rough
boards spaced several inches apart that survives against the masonry walls on the ground floor. It also
126 Providence City Archives, Annual Report of the Superintendent of Public Buildings for 1877, City Document No. 3,
1878 (Providence: J. A. and R. A Reid, Printers to the City, 1878), p.4.
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differs from the application of plaster to the partitions walls on the ground floor. There the lath was
applied directly to the studs with no intervening vertical lath strips between the horizontal lath and the
studs, thus attesting to the earlier construction date of the partitions on the ground floor (Figs. 25, 26,
31, 38,43). The plaster scars on the supporting structural members indicate that a single episode of
plastering occurred over this lath on the wall and ceiling; the plaster appears to be one continuous
application of plaster to both wall and ceiling. While this evidence points to a single campaign of
plastering over the existing wall structure, it is too small a window into the structure below the present
finishes to allow any further assessments or interpretations of the nature or sequencing of any earlier
plaster finishes on the walls of the second floor. Obviously, during the first building phase c.1769,
plaster was applied to the walls above the wainscoting and to the ceiling over riven lath, as on the
ground floor. Given the history of changes on the ground floor, it must be assumed that between 1769
and 1877 (or whenever the roof was rebuilt) there were probably several phases of replastering of the
walls and ceilings on the second floor.
The evidence provided by the opening in the wall, however, does help to explain some unusual
features present on the second floor but not on the ground floor. All of the window architraves on the
second floor have double band moldings (Fig. 56); the outer band molding projects further from the
wall than the inner band molding. It appears that the application of the second band molding was
necessary to build out the window architraves as a consequence of the new wall structure of studs
against the masonry walls to which were nailed the two layers of lath (vertical spacers and horizontal
lath to which the plaster was applied). Investigation of the paint layers on the various elements of the
window architraves reveals that the layers of paint present on the inner (lower) molding are consistent
with the paint layers on the fascia of the early window architraves; on the outer band molding,
however, the earliest paint layer present begins at a point in the sequence equivalent to layer 5 on the
fascia and on many of the wainscot boards in the large meeting/function room (201). This first layer
on the outer band molding – a blue paint – is also found as the first layer on the upper framing and
chalk tray of the blackboard on the east wall of Rm. 203; on the chair rail above the wainscoting on the
east wall over the rear staircase (where the window has been closed-in); on the chair rail and molding
above the wainscoting on parts of the north wall of the large meeting/function room; and on the
window sill of the western-most window on the north wall of the meeting/function room. All of this
suggests that the blackboards on the north wall, and those applied to the faces of the chimney masses,
are all contemporary, and were created at the time that the present lath and plaster on the walls and
ceiling (and presumably the new roof structure) were installed.
The current configuration of the roof suggests that when it was rebuilt, it was constructed in its
present format: a hip roof, copying the original 1769 form only at the west end; at the east end the hip
roof is omitted, with the ridge line of the roof continuing unbroken to within a few feet of the end of the
building, where the existing planes of the roof are broken and a shallow roof a few feet lower was
constructed (Fig. 64). This lower section was erected so that the roof would avoid an existing window
at that level in the adjacent building (Figs. 51). The asymmetrical placement of the four trusses further
suggests that the roof was constructed in such a way that it would accommodate the existing buildings
abutting it on the east side.
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Figure 64.

(Left) View of the Old Brick School House, looking north. Note the hip-roof form on the west (left) end
of the building and the absence of the hip-roof form at the east end. Photograph by Myron O. Stachiw.
2013.
(Right) Detail of the east end of the roof. The main part of the roof is terminated about three feet from its
east end and a lower roof is constructed to meet the adjacent building. The abutting building was erected
after the roof of the school house was reconfigured in 1877; this building replaced an earlier structure that
had a window in its west wall that extended below the point at which the upper roof line of the school
house would have joined the building, thus requiring the current arrangement of a lower roof at the
junction with the building to avoid the window. Photograph by Myron O. Stachiw. 2013.

However, there is considerable ambiguity about the date of construction of the buildings that
abut and tower over the brick school house to the east, and thus about the correct date of the current
roof structure. As the erection of these buildings required the sealing of the windows in the east wall of
the school house on both floors, it is important to determine exactly when that happened. A review of
the cartographic evidence as recorded in city atlas maps and Sanborn Map Co. insurance maps is
contradictory at best. If we accept the documentary evidence in the Report of the Superintendent of
Public Buildings that the new roof structure was built in 1877, then we must view the cartographic
record as presented in city atlases of the late 19th century with some skepticism. The earliest atlas
showing the school house and adjacent buildings in any detail is dated 1857 (Fig. 48). At that point in
time there were no buildings abutting the east wall of the school house. The 1875 atlas (Fig. 49) shows
two structures built against the south half of the east wall of the school house. The north half of the
school house opens onto an open back yard area on the lot to the east, but a frame outbuilding abuts the
rear school yard on the east. This clearly suggests that the south windows in the east wall on both the
first and second floors were closed-in by 1875, but the north windows were still unobstructed and
intact. By 1882, the city atlas shows that a frame building has been built against the northern half of
the east end of the school house as well (Fig. 52), filling the former open yard area (the map does not
indicate how many stories to the building). The confusion begins with the next series of maps. The
1889 Sanborn Map Co. insurance map indicates an L-shaped building on the lot immediately to the east
of the school house, with the building extending the full length of the lot from South Court Street to
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Meeting Street, and east along Meeting Street to the corner with Benefit Street; the north half is 2-1/2
stories in height, and the south portion is 3-1/2 stories in height (Fig.65). A series of windows is
illustrated in the west wall of the livery stable, indicated by three short diagonal lines. Significantly, a
window is shown in the west wall of this building at the approximate center point of the east wall of the
school house.

Figure. 65

Detail of 1889 Sanborn Co. Insurance Map. The brick school house is labeled
“Friends School.” At this time it was still functioning as the Meeting Street Evening
School. Courtesy of Public Archaeology Laboratory.

The 1890 Atlas of the City of Providence, however, shows a different configuration of the buildings
abutting the school house to the east: while a brick structure abuts the front yard of the school house on
the east (shown in pink on the map), there appears to be no building abutting the south half of the east
wall of the school house itself (Fig. 66 - left). Two frame buildings (shown in yellow, height not
indicated) abut the north half of the east property line; one of the buildings begins at the middle of the
east wall of the school house and extends northward. This essentially copies the configuration shown
in the 1882 atlas (Fig. 52), and clearly is not the configuration illustrated on the 1889 Sanborn Map Co.
insurance map. The 1895 atlas shows the same configuration as the 1890 atlas. However, the 1899
Sanborn Map Co. insurance map (Fig. 66 - right) shows the buildings along the east boundary in the
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Figure 66. (Left) Detail of Atlas of the City of Providence, 1890. Courtesy of Providence city Archive.
(Right) Detail of 1899 Sanborn Map Co. insurance map. Note the similarity of this map to the 1889 Sanborn
Map Co. insurance map (Figure 65) and the difference from the 1890 atlas (left). Courtesy of the Public
Archaeology Laboratory.

same configuration as shown on the 1889 insurance map, but indicates that the west wall of this
building (abutting the school house) was covered with a brick veneer wall. The 1908 Street Map of the
City of Providence coincides with the 1899 Sanborn Map Co. insurance map, indicating that the west
wall of the frame building at the north end of the adjacent lot was indeed faced with a brick veneer.
Clearly the Sanborn Map Co. insurance maps are more up to date and accurate, as they were updated
and corrected by the company regularly. Historic photographs support and illustrate these changes. A
photograph of the Old State House, incorrectly dated to approximately 1865-1875 (Fig. 50), shows the
rear yard of the school house and the building immediately to the east of the school yard: it is a three
story building with a brick wall facing the school yard. If we accept the evidence provided by the
Sanborn Map Co. insurance maps as being more up-to-date than the atlases and essentially correct, then
this photograph must date to sometime after 1889. A photograph of the school house taken from
Meeting Street and dated 1889, shows a three-story brick building abutting the school house to the east
Fig. 51). Two signs are attached to the façade of the stair tower: one identifies the building as the
Cooking School, the other as the Ward House of Ward 2, District 1 (similar designations are found on
the 1899 Sanborn Map Co. map). According to School Committee reports, the cooking school at the
Meeting Street location was in operation from 1893 to 1899, thus dating the photograph to no earlier
than 1893.127
Of particular significance is the view of the building to the east in this photograph. Just to the
right of the tall chimney is a window in the west wall of the abutting building (this is the building with
the brick veneer wall). It was because of this window that the roof was built as it is - with the hip only
on the west end and the east end carried almost to its end as a gable roof. The final three feet of the
roof at its east end where it joins the brick wall of the adjacent building was built several feet lower at
127 This photograph from the Rhode Island Historical Society collections is incorrectly dated on an attached hand-written
note to 1889. SB-Providence Streets-Meeting Street. As stated above, the Cooking School was established in the
brick school house on Meeting Street only in 1893.
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its peak in order to avoid the existing window on the building's west wall at that level.
The question raised by these maps and photographs is this: did the repairs to the roof in 1877
result in the present truss-supported roof, or could this roof be the result of later rebuilding? Clearly
the present roof form was adopted to accommodate the existing building abutting the school house on
the east end. The asymmetrical arrangement of the four roof trusses supports this. It is possible that a
second rebuilding of the roof structure occurred after 1877 if the adjacent building was constructed
after 1877, requiring that the roof be rebuilt to ensure that where roof met the wall of the building to the
east it be tight and drain properly. To make this change, however, the entire eastern half of the roof
would have had to have been rebuilt, relocating two of the trusses eastward to their present locations.
Unfortunately, the kind of information published in the annual reports of the School Committee and
recorded in the minutes of the School Committee meetings was much less complete in the 1880s and
1890s; few specific references were made to the nature of repairs carried out on Providence's school
buildings. It is imperative to determine exactly when the buildings to the east of the school house
attained their two- and three-story configurations and when the roof was repaired and rebuilt. Was it a
single event in 1877 or does it represent a second rebuilding sometime in the next decade? This all has
great implications for understanding and dating the changes on the second floor of the school house
during the second half of the 19th century.
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Interpretive Summary of Investigations
The following section presents an interpretive summary of the construction and several key
physical transformations of the brick school house through its nearly 250 years of existence. It is by
necessity conjectural at times. The documentary research that was completed provided a rich
chronology of the construction, repairs, and alterations undertaken, but is far from complete and
usually lacks the detail desired and needed to completely understand and explain the nature of changes
made to the building. The limited physical investigation undertaken during this project provided
confirmation and elucidation of some of the documentary references to repairs and alterations, and
offered new understanding of the nature of some of the changes. But it too is far from complete; a fair
portion of the information it has provided can perhaps be called anecdotal. It has revealed details about
some events, but more information and correlation to other physical and documentary evidence is
needed before it can be confirmed and accepted as a correct interpretation of the sequence of events
and the absolute dating of the various physical changes made to the building. Throughout the room-byroom discussion of the physical investigation and its findings, efforts were made to define evidence as
reliable and conclusive or conjectural and needing further research or corroboration with more physical
evidence. The recommendations presented at the end of this report describe the additional
documentary and physical research that should be undertaken to attempt to resolve many of the
unanswered questions raised during the various research phases.

A.

1769-1770
Original construction
Providence Town Records provide a basic description of the school house that was to be erected
by John Smith: a brick building forty-seven feet in length and thirty feet in depth, with two chambers
on each floor, each chamber containing a fireplace in its gable-end wall. No information is provided
regarding the configuration of the rooms or the interior finishes. However, the presence of two
surviving wood posts on the ground floor and eight evenly spaced stone piers in the crawl space
beneath indicate that the original framing scheme of the building included eight interior posts on each
floor – two beneath each of the four girts spanning the interior of the building from front to rear (Fig.
18). The description of two chambers on each floor, each with a fireplace, and the fenestration of the
front and rear façades – a central doorway with symmetrically placed windows on the first and second
floors – suggests the presence of a central hallway on each floor, with a staircase to the second floor in
the central hallway. Physical investigation has confirmed the presence of the central hallway on both
floors and the locations of the doorways into the rooms midway between the front and rear walls of the
building (Fig. 13). The partition walls were constructed of wide 1½- to 2 inch planks nailed to the
inside faces of the sleepers and girts framing the central hallway. The surviving iron spikes that
fastened the planks to the beams (or the holes they left) remain in place on the beams in the floors and
ceiling of the ground floor, confirming the framing-in of the central hallway on both floors; their
absence in the very center of the beams indicates the location of the doorways into the two chambers on
each floor (Fig. 19).
Surviving evidence on the walls and ceilings provides some information about the early interior
finishes. The ceilings were plastered, with the plaster applied over riven lath fastened with hand-forged
nails (Figs. 24, 44). The interior of the brick walls forming the building were lined with rough, sawn, 1
inch-thick boards; to these were nailed riven lath (with hand-forged nails) with plaster applied over the
lath (Fig. 43. It is likely that the earliest surviving wainscoting remaining on the first and second floors
(wide, unbeaded, horizontal boards), extending from the floor up to the level of the window sills, is the
original finish, but this has not yet been confirmed by the removal and identification of the nails
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fastening the boards. It is likely that the central hallways were finished in a similar manner. Access to
the second floor was likely provided by a staircase located in the central hallway on the ground floor.
Given the location of the doorways into the two chambers on each floor, the staircase was probably
located at the north end of the hallway, beginning just north of the doorways into the chambers; it
probably rose to a landing above the rear doorway and then turned back to rise several more steps to
the level of the second floor. Evidence confirming the location of the staircase in the central hallway
has not yet been discovered. Because the walls of the central hallway against which the staircase was
built have been removed, and with them any obvious surviving evidence of the staircase, it will be
necessary to look for evidence of the framing of the landing on the north wall of the ground floor over
the rear doorway and on the girts in the ceiling of the ground floor.
Paint analysis has indicated that the first finish layer on what appears to be the earliest interior
woodwork (window architraves, unbeaded wainscoting boards) on both the first and second floors was
a clear coat with dark pigment mixed in. It is not known how long it was before this finish was covered
with an opaque, colored paint. On the ground floor the earliest opaque paint layer was prussian blue in
color; on the second floor it was a greenish yellow color. However, a bit of intriguing evidence
gathered from graffiti carved in a wainscot board on the second floor suggested that the first greenish
yellow paint may have been applied only after 1810; but this dating is contradicted by the fact that the
architrave of he doorway from the second floor out to the front stair tower (built in 1808-1809) only
begins with the second layer of greenish yellow paint, while the 1810 graffiti has three layers of the
greenish yellow paint. Clearly more investigation of these features is required to clear up this
important question.
The original arrangement of ownership and management that allowed construction of the twostory brick building gave ownership and responsibility for building maintenance to the Town of
Providence, as well as use of the ground floor. A group of subscribers, or “proprietors” as they were
called, who raised a sum of money to supplement that agreed upon by voters at town meeting to build
the school house, were given use of the second floor of the building. If the first opaque paint layers
applied to the woodwork on the first and second floors (prussian blue and greenish yellow,
respectively) were in fact applied prior to 1800, when the Town of Providence purchased the shares of
the proprietors, the difference in color on the two floors might be explained by the original division of
use and responsibility for the spaces between the proprietors and the town.
Town meeting records mention payment in June 1770 to “procure windows in the lower part of
the school house to be mended as also to have that part of said house repainted that was scorched by the
fire.” There is no indication of whether this refers to the interior or exterior of the building, and as yet
no evidence of this fire has been discovered; if to the interior, evidence of repainting might be found
during additional paint analysis. If to the exterior, does this suggest that the exterior brickwork was
originally painted, or does it refer only to the painting of window frames and sash? If the latter, it may
be possible to determine which windows/frames were replaced after being scorched by the fire by some
differences in paint stratigraphy.

B.

1780s - Repairs after the War for Independence
Extensive repairs were undertaken after the conclusion of the War for Independence between
1783 and 1788, funded in part by the town treasury and by funds provided to the states by the federal
government (see footnote 32). Apparently the building underwent considerable damage during its use
as an arsenal and munitions manufactory. While the exact nature of these repairs is not known, they
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appear to have been extensive. While the exact nature of these repairs is not known, surviving
documents indicate that they included plastering, glazing and repair of windows, work requiring
considerable quantities of lumber, shingles, nails, hinges, locks, work on the west room of the upper
story, and construction of a new necessary or privy. The receipts document payment for well over 100
days of labor by workmen on the repairs at the brick school house. Evidence discovered in the floor
framing by architect Peter Borgemeister indicates that sections of the flooring on the ground floor
along the north and south walls of the two chambers (but not in the portion of the flooring under the
central hallway) had been altered and then restored to its earliest configuration. It appears that after
this restoration of the floor framing to its original configuration occurred, the flooring on the entire
ground floor was replaced. Further investigation (of nails, paint stratigraphy, flooring materials, etc.) is
necessary to determine whether this restoration of the original framing and new flooring was part of the
work accomplished in the 1780s or during later episodes, and whether it was accomplished with the
central hallway walls still in place, or if they had been removed by that time.

C.

1808-1809 - Construction of front stair tower
In the period between 1788 and 1808 there are several entries for repairs and work at the brick
school house, but unfortunately the exact nature and extent of the work is not revealed in the surviving
documents. Some refer to minor events like replacing stovepipe, whitewashing, and repairing a pump;
entries in 1804 and 1807 required payment of $16 and $28, but the work accomplished or materials
used were not elaborated. It is likely that after acquiring full ownership of the building in 1800 the
Town School Committee undertook some improvements that may have included painting of the interior
of the building.
In June 1808 the Town Council appointed a committee to “make the necessary addition and
repairs to the Brick School House in the 2nd District.” Over the next several months nearly $650 was
expended for materials and labor on the school house. As the only early addition made to the school
house is the brick front stair tower, it is likely that these expenditures refer to the construction and
interior repairs and alterations required by the addition.
The brickwork of the stair tower differs from the brickwork on the original 1769 structure in the
number of stretcher courses of bricks between header courses. The original building, like many other
Providence buildings erected in the 1760s and 1770s, consists of three stretcher courses between single
courses of headers; the stair tower was built with nine courses of stretchers between single header
courses. Furthermore, the main body of the school house was built with a flemish-bond belt course
three bricks wide between the first and second stories, and brick arches over the windows; the stair
tower was built with no belt course, and no arch over the window on the facade of the stair tower.128
Work on the front entry and reconstruction of the stairs up to the doorway in the stair tower revealed
that the frontispiece, or one like it, is likely original to the stair tower. The brickwork beneath the
pilasters was unpainted and extremely clean and unweathered, suggesting that it was always covered.
What is not certain is whether the frontispiece dates to 1769 and was just removed from the front entry
of the school house and reapplied to the stair tower when it was erected in 1808/1809.
128 Early Providence brick buildings exhibiting brickwork like that found on the brick school house include the Old State
House (1762); Brown University's University Hall (1770); the Russel House (1772); the Market House (1773); the
Seril Dodge House (1791). 19th century buildings in the vicinity of the school house exhibiting brickwork of nine
stretcher courses to one header course similar to that of the stair tower include the Samuel Richardson House (1818 –
22 Bowen St. at corner of North Main St.); the Steeple Street complex (1827-1847); and the building housing the
Burger and Beer restaurant (121 North Main Street just south of Meeting Street - 1830s).
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Still unresolved is the impact of the addition of the stair tower on the internal configuration of
the first and second floors. It would seem a logical expectation that the new access provided to the
second floor via the stair tower would have allowed removal of the interior staircase and likely the
removal of the walls forming the central hallway. This would have impacted both the floors and the
ceilings, as the framing of the central hallway walls extended above the level of the plaster ceilings and
below the level of the floors. This may have allowed the restoration of the floor framing to its original
configuration, and may explain the presence of building debris – riven lath and early plaster – in the
crawl space beneath the reconstructed floor area along the north wall of Rm. 101. While the floor was
opened, much of the lath and plaster from the walls of the removed central hallway could have been
deposited there. It is not clear whether the entire ground floor ceiling was removed at this time or only
patched.
This interpretation leads to other questions. If the central hallway partition walls were removed,
the posts that were covered by the walls would have had to be cased. The two surviving posts in the
present wall dividing Rm. 101 from the rooms to the east are cased on all four sides; this could only
have occurred when the central hallway walls were removed. The first paint layer on those casings is
an opaque yellow; this coincides to the third paint layer on the early woodwork throughout the first
floor. This then strongly suggests that indeed the addition of the stair tower resulted in the removal of
the central hallways, casing of the posts, restoration of the floor framing and putting down new
flooring, and relathing and replastering of the ceilings. References to two rooms on the ground floor
occur in 1802, when John Lawton petitioned the School Committee for use of the lower east room to
teach a school there; and again in 1825-1827, when Elisha Baker requested use of the west lower room
for an evening school. The establishment of the school for children of color in the brick school house
in 1831 when the school already held the grammar school (in one large room on the second floor) and
the primary school on the first floor suggests that two rooms continued to exist on the ground floor at
this time. All of this raises the question of when was the ground floor divided into two rooms again
after removal of the central hallway in 1808-1809? Is it possible that one of the walls of the central
hallway was left standing after the staircase and the other wall were removed with the construction of
the front stair tower? If so it would have had to have been the former west wall of the central passage,
as the posts in the former east wall were cased on all four sides, suggesting they stood free of walls.
Clearly further investigation is needed to determine the sequence of wall removal and
construction and how the painting of the woodwork relates to the removal of the walls and addition of
the stair tower. Similarly the wainscoting needs more careful investigation. Paint evidence on the
wainscoting is mixed at best, suggesting that replacement of the wainscoting occurred at different
times, perhaps a response to the degree of defacement from carving by the pupils. Careful sampling
and laboratory analyses of the paint on the wainscoting and other elements on the ground floor are
needed in conjunction with more subsurface probing and investigation of nails.
1830s – 1841 Construction of new partition wall on ground floor
The next major phase appears to be the construction of the current wall between Rm. 101 and
the rooms to the east, giving the present configuration to the ground floor, but forming only two rooms
of unequal size. Nail evidence clearly indicates that this wall was built using nails manufactured
c.1835-c.1890, but other physical evidence suggests that this construction occurred during the earlier
part of this period, perhaps in the mid 1830s to early 1840s.
D.
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School Committee records mention repairs and alterations to the school house in 1834,
specifically to repairs of the lower story of the school. Again in 1841 the School Committee ordered
that repairs be made “on the room in which the school for colored children is kept.” The
“considerable repairs” that were made “render it less inconvenient to scholars and teachers.” While it
is likely that repairs during this period included the construction of the new east wall of Rm. 101, it is
still necessary to determine whether the new sawn strip lath ceilings were applied on the ground floor
at this time or not until the installation of gas lighting when the ceilings undoubtedly had to be removed
for installation of the gas pipes on both floors..
Finally, a question remains about the rear staircase in the northeast corner of the building. Was
it built during the mid 1830s alterations or in 1841? As it appears that Rm. 108 was created at the time
the staircase was built and included the application of the new vertical, beaded-board wainscoting
along the east end of the building, it is likely that this occurred in the 1841 period of repairs. More
careful paint and physical research must be conducted in this area to unravel the exact dates of
construction of the rear staircase and walls of Rm. 108.

E.

1850-c.1867 Installation of gas lighting
The Providence School Committee approved the establishment of an evening school for
“colored” persons in the brick school house in 1850, and authorized the installation of gas lighting “if
they deem it expedient.” The evening school seems to have existed only a short time there before
being terminated; it was not until 1867 that the evening school was reestablished. It is possible that the
ceilings were replastered at this time. The ceilings on the east side of the ground floor partition wall
experienced only a single episode of ceiling replacement; the ceiling to the west of the wall in Rm. 101
was replaced twice: the first time the original riven lath was removed and replaced with sawn strip lath,
and the second time new plaster was applied over the sawn strip lath. It remains to be determined what
events and repairs initiated the ceiling replacements. It would seem logical that installation of gas
lighting was responsible for at least one of the episodes. Is it possible that lighting was installed in only
the west room in 1850 and then expanded throughout the building in 1867 when it early all of the
building was used for evening school classrooms?

F.

1874 Introduction of city water
The introduction of city water in 1874 allowed the installation of sinks and water closets. It is
likely that the piping found in the southwest corner of the building was for sinks on each floor; the
water closets at the north east corner of the building (Rms. 105, 106, 107) may also have been installed
at this time.

G.

1877 Replacement of old roof frame with new truss roof frame
The replacement of the roof frame with the current framing of four timber trusses effected a
major transformation of the second floor. It cleared the entire space of supporting posts, as they were
no longer needed; it enlarged the space with the plastering of the ceilings along the upper reaches of the
trusses; and it resulted in complete replastering of the walls of the second floor. It was at this time that
the blackboards were installed on the faces of the chimney masses at the east and west ends of the
second floor room, and also on the north wall between several of the windows. Determination of the
exact date of construction of the buildings to the east of the schoolhouse will help to date the closing of
the east wall windows, and confirm the dating of the roof construction and whether any reconstruction
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was needed when the adjacent taller buildings were erected.
It is possible that the removal of the wooden posts on the second floor with the reconstruction of
the roof triggered the installation of the steel columns on the ground floor as the load being carried by
these posts was lowered. Careful examination with these questions in mind will need to be undertaken.
Was ceiling plaster patched where the posts were removed and the columns installed on the ground
floor, or was the entire ceiling replaced at that time? The answer to this will require addition removal
of plaster from the ceiling.

H.

1907 Installation of large windows for Fresh Air School
The next major alterations to the building occurred in 1907 when the school house was
designated as a Fresh Air School. These alterations included removal of the two windows and a portion
of the masonry in south wall of the second story to the west of the stair tower, and installation of five
large casement windows (Fig. 6). At the same time the building underwent repairs to plaster and
repainting, and possibly some improvement or expansion of the water closets.

I.

1959 - 2013 Occupancy of the Providence Preservation Society (PPS)
The occupancy of the building by the PPS for its headquarters in 1959 and continued use of the
building for the next 53 years brought many changes and improvements to the building and site.
Among the first changes completed by the mid 1960s was the removal of partitions throughout the
building erected and used by the Meeting Street School; cleaning up the building; repairing/improving
the heating and electrical systems, parking area, gutters, etc. The large Fresh Air School windows on
the second floor were removed and the masonry wall and window fenestration reconstructed to its
earlier configuration. The two fireplaces in the west wall of the first and second floors were opened up
and restored, and investigation of early paint on the woodwork resulted in repainting of the interior
according to the earliest opaque painted layer. At this time a new partition wall was erected at the east
end of the second floor, allowing the creation of kitchen for staff and program support to the east of the
new wall.
Over the next several decades numerous upgrades to heating and electrical systems occurred;
walls were painted and floors reconditioned; fire code compliance achieved; plumbing and bathroom
and kitchen facilities upgraded. In 1994 improvements were made on the second floor involving the
reconstruction of the rear staircase, reversing its direction; creation of a new bathroom on the second
floor; and complete reworking and modernizing of the kitchen and adjacent storage area.
In 2012-2013 planning was begun for remodeling of the Old Brtick School House in
anticipation of the PPS reoccupying the building as its primary headquarters. In order to prepare
measured drawings of the building and plans for renovation, several opening were cut through the
flooring and ceilings of the building to reveal framing details. In 2013 an historic structures report was
begun which involved selective removal of interior architectural elements, paint analysis, and cutting of
two additional holes in the ceilings of |Rms. 101 and 102. Archaeological investigations were
undertaken by the Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc. in the crawl space beneath the building and in
the yard space around the building.
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Recommendations
The following recommendations are offered to the Providence Preservation Society as essential
additional steps in the preservation and understanding of the significant architectural and
archaeological resources of the Old Brick School House.
Undertake Phase 2 of the Historic Structure Report.
This should include additional documentary research and additional physical investigation focused on a
number of critical questions identified during the Phase 1 investigations.
A. Continued documentary research
The documentary research conducted to date has uncovered a great deal of valuable information
regarding the construction and alteration of the building during its long history. Many references
to committee reports and accounts have been found in published reports of the School Committee,
Superintendent of Public Buildings, Town Council, and City Council, but due to lack of time it was
not possible to search more deeply for these records in the Providence City Archives, R.I. State
Archives, and the R.I. Historical Society.
1. A search for such records should be conducted, and a system established with the staff of
those institutions curating city documents whereby their staff, when processing archival
documents, will flag documents related to the Old Brick School House and notify PPS staff
of their existence.
2. Research should be conducted in the Providence City Archives to determine the exact dates
and sequences of construction and alteration of the several buildings erected along the east
edge of the Old Brick School House lot. The exact dating of these structures abutting the
east end of the Old Brick School House will help to clarify the sequence of changes in the
east end of the building:
 closing in of the east wall windows on the first and second floors
 construction of the rear staircase in the northeast corner of the building
 establishing absolute dating to various layers of painted finishes (for example,
elements installed when the east end windows were closed in)
 defining the date of the repair of the roof and construction of the present roof
structure. While a report in the Annual Report of Superintendent of Public Buildings
for 1877 described repairs that likely involved the replacement of the roof framing
with the present truss structure, additional research should be conducted to find
additional supporting documentation (photographs, accounts, reports, etc.) The
accurate dating of this event will greatly help in defining many of the late 19th
century changes to the second floor of the building, as it appears that the plastering
of the walls and ceiling on the second floor is closely tied in with the roof
replacement.
3. Further attempts should be made to gather information for the Meeting Street School about
their use of the building between 1946 and 1957 and any alterations they may have made.
While contact was made with administrators of the Meeting Street School, the designated
individual who was to provide the information requested never completed the task, despite
two meetings and numerous subsequent attempts to contact him.
4. Research in records of the City of Providence records (School Department), public
buildings, etc.); State of Rhode Island (State Board of Health, Dept. of Education),
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newspapers and other media regarding the use of the Old Brick School House as a Fresh Air
School after its initial organization and operation in 1907-1908. References to its successes
were published in Providence School Committee reports for several years after its
establishment, but little or no information was found in those sources for its continued
development and operations through the 1920s and 1930s or of its date of termination, if
before 1946, and the use of the building prior to its lease to the new Meeting Street School.
There are some references to its use as headquarters of the RI Society for Crippled Children
and Adults and operation of some clinics there, but this information is very vague. To
complete the chronology of site use, it would be important to identify and define the uses of
the building during the first half of the 20th century.
5. Integrate new evidence of physical changes with changing practices of pedagogy from the
early 19th century through the end of the 1860s when the building ceased to be used for
grammar and primary schools. In 1843 the Governor of Rhode Island appointed Henry
Barnard to examine Rhode Island's schools and report on their condition and make
recommendations. Barnard's report made may recommendations on the architecture,
furnishings, teaching aids and equipment, and pedagogical practices to be implemented. In
1845 he was appointed the first Commissioner of Public Schools in Rhode Island, a post he
held until 1849. Under his leadership, many improvements were instituted in the state's
schools. It should be determined to what degree Barnard's proposed improvements were
applied to the Meeting Street School during this period. No records of improvements to the
school house were found during the late 1840s or early 1850s following the publication of
his report; but in 1854 the School Committee ordered that the seats in the grammar schools
be altered in accordance with recommendations of the report as soon as practicable –
presumably this refers to Barnard's report, but this should be verified. Among Barnard's
recommendations, as illustrated and described in his report, was improved ventilation, and
the arrangement of classrooms to include a raised platform for the teacher's desk at one end
of the classroom. Evidence for the raised platform and other recommended changes, if they
were made in the school for children of color, should exist in the lower layers of flooring.
B. Continued physical investigation of the interior and exterior of the school house.
The fieldwork conducted to date to satisfy the limited questions defined for this study
(evaluation of existing partition walls, condition, date of construction), while providing a
general chronology of construction and subsequent alterations, raised many more questions
than it provided reliable answers.
1. Additional field work – forensic archaeology - should include and address a number of
specific questions that include, but are not limited to, the following:
 targeted paint analysis involving sampling, laboratory mounting of samples, and
microscopic and chemical analyses on the basis of research questions raised during
the Phase I Historic Structure Report and very focused documentary research to be
undertaken as part of the Phase 2 studies.
 sampling of architectural elements with painted finishes (plaster, wood) recovered
from within the walls, ceilings, and from the rubble within the crawl space beneath
the building
 casing around lead pipe along west wall of Rm. 101
 casings of surviving wood posts
 sampling of wainscoting elements on the first and second floors
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o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

o

patched-in areas around the front and rear doorways on the first floor
newer sections of wainscoting on the first and second floors
newer elements of the chair rails and related moldings
areas where early graffiti remains to establish dating and sequence of paint
layers over the carvings
reused elements (under the rear staircase, for example)
elements that are covered by later features and finishes
wainscoting in the south wall of the ground floor that appears to be applied
over earlier woodwork
wainscoting and other architectural features on the east wall of Rm. 102 that
appear to remain beneath the present wainscoting, including a small
closet/cabinet built just to the north of the east chimney mass and now buried
behind 19th century alterations related to the rear staircase and application of
wainscoting over the former firebox
sections of wainscoting in the north and south walls of the ground floor that
were covered by the early-mid-19th century east partition wall between Rm.
101 and Rms. 102, 103, 105, and 106.

2. Additional investigation and removal of physical fabric
The investigation to date was very conservative in its nature, being careful not to
damage or cosmetically impact the walls, ceilings, and floors of the building. The next
stage of physical investigation must include careful, non-destructive removal of some
historic fabric in order to expose hidden evidence and elements that can provide valuable
information about the earlier configurations, finishes, and uses of the building. This
component of the physical investigation should include:
 careful removal and analysis of the nails fastening various surviving elements in
the building will help to more accurately date their introduction into the building:
o door and window architraves
o wainscoting
o earlier unbeaded elements
o later beaded boards
o patches around the doorways that are likely related to the removal of the
central passages
o surviving post casings in the east wall of Rm. 101
o nails supporting lath and firring strips in the walls and ceilings
o nails fastening the various flooring layers
o investigation of flooring layers on the first and second floors
o relationship of flooring layers to original/early fabric and to subsequent
alterations (especially to such elements as later wall partitions, post
casings on surviving walls, etc.)
o exploration, documentation, and interpretation of existing cuts through
earlier flooring layers
o look for evidence of cuts through earlier flooring for original wooden
posts and also evidence for installation of steel columns on the second
floor in place of removed wooden posts
 investigation of plastered surfaces (walls, ceilings)
o opening of several carefully placed excavations through the wall and
ceiling plaster to expose lath and evidence beneath the lath, and earlier
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C.

plaster surfaces buried beneath later applications of lath and plaster
o a plastered wall appears to exist beneath the wainscoting at the north end
of the east wall of Rm. 101. This should be explored through careful
removal of wainscoting in this area or access from Rm. 106 through the
modern gypsum wallboard
careful removal or architectural elements to investigate the relationships of those
elements with features below, plaster and paint applications, and nails used to
fasten the elements
o patches in wainscoting around doorways in the north and south walls, and
at the points on those walls where they intersected with the former central
hallway partition walls
o newer, beaded wainscoting on both the first and second floors
o wainscoting on both sides of the partition wall separating Rm. 101 from
Rms. 102, 103, 105, and 106
o wainscoting along the east wall of Rm. 104 over the east chimney mass
on the ground floor to reveal the cabinet at the north end of the chimney
mass and the closed-in firebox
area beneath rear stairs
o removal of new wall covering beneath reoriented staircase to reveal
additional evidence of the location of the earlier staircase, window, and
their relationship
o was the window in this location closed when the staircase was first built?
 if not, then when?
 evidence for earlier wainscoting
 were elements of the east wall wainscoting in this area used to
construct sections of the south wall of the closet under the
staircase?

Archaeological investigations
During investigations of the framing and flooring on the underside of the ground floor, a
significant deposit of building materials from the building was discovered along the west
half of the north wall of the building. This deposit of building rubble includes riven lath
(with hand-forged nails) and plaster; sawn accordion lath (in relatively small quantities);
and much debris that accumulated between floors and ceilings and within walls – some
of it accumulated by rodents, some through accidental loss between floorboards.
Material found to date within this rubble deposit include late 18th and early 19th century
newspaper fragments; straight pins, pieces of slate tablets and pencils; fragments of
penmanship exercises by pupils; cloth fragments; marbles; wallpaper fragments; paper
cut-outs of clothing for human paper dolls; painted architectural elements (possibly a
portion of painted, beaded post casing); and much plaster, some of it painted, some still
adhering to riven lath.
The location of this deposit beneath the area of the floor framing that was altered first
with a reorientation of the floor joists from an east-west direction to a north-south
direction, and then reoriented again with installation of floor joists similar to (but not
exactly) the original configuration, suggests two possible scenarios:
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the removal of what appears to be original lath and plaster took place at the same
time as the repairs to the floor framing and installation of new flooring, with the
workmen taking advantage of a large area of the flooring removed to conveniently
dump the building debris resulting from removal and replacement of plaster walls
and ceilings into the shallow crawl space beneath the building at the end of the
building away from the access doorway on the south wall



the building debris, representing replastering of walls and ceilings, was deposited
under the building when new flooring was put down. The installation of new
flooring may have provided the opportunity to remove older flooring, dump the
building rubble into the crawlspace, and seal it all up again with the new flooring. In
this scenario, the deposition would have occurred at some later point in time than the
first possible scenario presented above.

It is thus important to conduct a controlled “excavation” or sifting of this debris to
collect and identify the material deposited there. The area should be gridded into one
meter squares and systematic collection undertaken. While this will be an
uncomfortable process in the crawlspace, the exercise will yield a remarkable amount of
information about finishes of wall and ceiling coverings as well as the sequence of
replastering and other alterations. The other artifacts that will be recovered will provide
an incredible collection of artifacts for interpretation of the educational process, of
material aspects of schooling in early 19th century Providence, and a wealth of rare and
most interesting objects for potential display.
Beneath the debris should lie undisturbed soil layers, unlike those at the south end of the
crawl space where access has been much easier and disturbances frequent. It may be
possible to discover evidence and intact layers from the burning of the original
Providence county Court House that burned in 1758; layers of a gray ash were
discovered under the edges of the rubble heap during preliminary investigations of this
area.
It is also recommended that sampling of the remainder of the crawl space beneath the
building be conducted by the excavation of one-meter squares in selected locations. It is
really not necessary to conduct controlled excavations over the entire area within the
building's foundations, as some portions of the crawl space have been disturbed by
installation of plumbing, gas lines, and construction of adjacent buildings.
D.

Monitoring of work during repairs and adaptive remodeling and upgrading of the
building should be undertaken by someone who has the experience and ability to
recognize significant evidence of building alterations, cultural materials,
archaeological features and stratigraphy, and to document it.
As walls and floors are removed it is essential that notice be made and recorded through
photographs, written notes, measurements and drawings, and identification of the
location of any objects found of the following kinds of information:
 types of nails used to fasten the various elements
 shadows or scars on newly-exposed walls and floors of:
 partition walls
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stairs
posts or other framing members
paint scars
unusual nailing patterns
unusual painted finishes
former door/window openings
changes to chimney masses
cuts through flooring
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Appendix I. Old Brick School House: Chronology of Site Ownership and Use, 1636 - 2013
Date

Event

1638

Thomas Olney Sr.
acquired Town Lot #
19.

1682

Will of Thomas
Olney, Sr.

2/20/1721/
22

Will of Thomas
Olney, Jr.

Description
This lot was originally
granted to William
Carpenter in 1636.
Carpenter departed
Providence in 1638, when
he moved to Pawtuxet.
Thomas Olney ,Sr.
arrived in Providence in
1638, and purchased the
land from William
Carpenter.
Thomas Olney, Sr.
bequeathed Lot 19 and
other lands in Providence
to his son Thomas Olney,
Jr. in his will upon his
death in 1682.
Thomas Olney Jr. wrote
his will on February 20,
1721/22. In it he left to
his son William Olney
(Sr.) the lot of land (#19
of the early lots) which
extended eastward from
Town St. (North Main
St.) to the road through
the Neck (Hope Street),
and was situated on the
north side of the highway
(Meeting Street). This is
the land that William
Olney, Sr.and William
Olney, Jr. sold to William
Page in 1725.

Source

Comment

John Hutchins Cady, The
Civic and Architectural
Development of Providence,
1636-1950 (The Book
Shop, Providence, RI,
1957), p. 10.

Providence City Archive,
Probate Docket A39, Will
Vol. 1, p. 43; Early Records
of Providence, Vol. 6, p. 47.

Providence City Archive,
Docket A201; Wills, Vol. 2,
p. 126.

Thomas Olney, Jr. was bequeathed this and other parcels of
land by his father, Thomas Olney Sr. in his will dated 21
March 1679, and officially inherited the land after his father’s
death in October 1682. (Providence City Archive, Probate
Docket A39, Will Vol. 1, p. 43; Early Records of Providence,
Vol. 6, p. 47.)
It was Thomas Olney, Jr. who placed in his will an entail on
the land on the north side of Meeting St. which William
Olney, Sr. later sold to William Page.
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Date

Event

11/27/1725

Purchase of land by
William Page

11/29/1725

Deed from William
Olney, Jr. to William
Page for 60 acres of
land, part of Olney’s
homestead farm,

Description
William Page, blacksmith
of Providence, purchased
6 acres of land in the
Town Lotts from William
Olney, Sr. and William
Olney, Jr.

This deed of land was to
protect and indemnify
William Page’s right to
the 6 acre lot of land sold
by William Olney, Sr.

Source
Providence City Archive,
Providence Land Records
Vol. 6, Page 386, deed
dated 27 November 1725,
recorded 13 December
1725.

Providence City Archive,
Providence Land Records
Vol. 6, P. 388.
Deed written 29 Nov. 1725,
recorded 14 Dec. 1725.

Comment
The parcel was located between the Towne Street and the
Neck, bounded on the west by a lot of land sold to Thomas
Arnold Jr. on which the Society of Friends soon erected their
meeting house; on the east by a highway that goes across the
head of the “Town Lotts” in the Neck (now Hope Street); on
the north by land of Richard Waterman (the western section of
which is now the land occupied by the Old State House and
parade ground between and including North and South Court
Streets); and on the south by a highway leading from Towne
Street (now North Main Street) into the Neck (now Meeting
Street).
William Page first purchased land in Providence in 1720,
having recently moved to Providence from Plainfield, New
London County, Colony of Connecticut. He purchased for
£250 current money from William Smith, yeoman of
Providence, a small parcel of land with a dwelling house
located west of Towne St. (now North Main St.), it being a 40
foot lot and 1/2 of a 40 foot lot extending westward to the
channel of the Providence River with privilege of wharfing,
opposite and partly against the lands belonging to the heirs of
John Crawford (south of what is now Meeting St.) and partly
against the highway which leads through the town fields into
the Neck (now Meeting St.). The sale also included a barn
that Smith erected on the east side of Towne Street on a lot of
land lying and adjoining on the north side of what is now
Meeting Street. Deed dated 16 May 1720, recorded 26 May
1720, Providence Land Records Vol. 4, P. 167. The land was
mortgaged 17 May 1720 to William Smith, discharged 9 April
1723.
A similar deed was given by William Olney, Jr. to Thomas
Arnold, Jr. for the land that he purchased of William Olney,
Sr. and William Olney, Jr. for the site of the Society of
Friends’ Meeting House. Providence Land Records Vol. 6, P.
389 and 391.
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Date

Event
lying about 2 miles
west and northwest
of Providence
Towne.

3/27/1730

4/16/1730

Town Meeting –
voted that the County
House should be
built on William
Page’s lot, being the
place that was
appointed by the
Committee.
Sale of land for
County Court House
by William Page to
Major William
Smith, Esq., as agent
for the County of
Providence in the
colony of Rhode
Island and
Providence
Plantations

Description

Source

Comment

and William Olney, Jr.
just 2 days earlier (see
above). If William Page
peaceably possesses the 6
acre lot without any
interruptions or
molestation then this deed
would be null and void.
Providence City Archive –
Town Meeting Records,
Vol. 4, p. 23.

Sale of lot for County
Court House.

Providence City Archive,
Providence Land Records
Vol. 8, P. 277. Deed
written 16 April 1730,
recorded 17 April 1730

“In consideration of the goodwill and affection I have toward
the promoting and erecting a County Court House in said
Town and for the encouragement thereof…” William Page
deeded a small lot of land 60 feet in breadth located on the
north side of the road from Towne St. to the Neck (now
Meeting St.), bounded on the west by the lot of land where the
Quaker Meeting House stands. As originally described the
northwest and northeast corners were marked by stones set
into the ground and located 52 feet south from the south range
of Richard Waterman’s lot. In a memorandum to the deed it
was added “It is intended and the true meaning hereof is that
there shall be 80 feet from the said stones to the highway
(Meeting St.) abovementioned. And if it be not so much the
said stones shall be moved so far back as to make it full 80
feet from north to south.”
This sale of land was contested and opposed by a group of
more than 100 Providence citizens at a Town Meeting held 27
April 1730. They warned that the land that William Page
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Date

Event

Description

Source

Comment
purchased of William Olney, Sr. and William Olney, Jr. was
not owned free and clear by William Page, but was “an entail
estate and not docked and that the heirs of William Olney to
whom said estate is entailed may recover the same and the
Town may lose the money they shall dispose in building
hereof, and may prove mischievous to the whole county as
well as to said town in being deprived of their buildings by
said Olney heirs.” (Providence City Archive – Town Meeting
Records, Vol. 4, p. 23. )
They contended, rightly so, that the land was subject to entail,
a condition set upon the transfer of land by will from Thomas
Olney, Jr, father of William Olney, Sr., which required that
the land could only be passed to the direct issue (children) of
William Olney, Sr. and then passed in the same manner to
their children through the generations, and not sold out of the
family. Thus the sale of the land by the Olneys to Page was
not free of encumbrances unless the Olneys initiated a
complex legal process to remove, or dock, the entail, which
they did not. However, they did indemnify William Page’s
purchase of the land by deeding to him 60 acres of William
Olney, Jr.’s homestead farm to which William Page had full
right to claim if in any way his use, occupancy and ownership
of the land that he purchased on the north side of Meeting St.
was found not be legitimate. William Page was ultimately
required to do the same to the Colony of Rhode Island and
Providence Plantations in order for the Colony to approve the
purchase of the lot for the new County Court House. William
Page conditionally deeded to them his right to claim the 60
acre portion of William Olney, Jr.’s homestead farm in the
case that possession and use of the Court House lot was found
to be illegitimate. (Providence Land Records Vol. 10, P. 326,
dated 28 September 1731, recorded the same date.)
The entire issue of the legitimacy of the sale of the 6 acres of
land to William Page by the Olneys came to a head in 1754

Appendix I.4

Appendix I. Old Brick School House: Chronology of Site Ownership and Use, 1636 - 2013
Date

Event

Description

Source

Comment
when a challenge was made in the Inferior Court of Common
Pleas by William Hopkins of Providence against William
Page, claiming the land as his right and inheritance as a result
of an act of disseisson, or the dispossession or deprivation of
possession which a man named Hugh Hunt had unjustly and
without judgment made to William Hopkins about 30 years
earlier. The exact nature of Hopkins’ claim to the inheritance
of the land could not be determined at this point; it required
additional research. Nevertheless, the controversy was settled
satisfactorily in late 1754-early 1755 in William Page’s favor
through a complex series of legal negotiations and property
transfers which ultimately transferred ownership of the
contested lands to Ambrose Page, son of William Page. It was
Ambrose Page and his heirs who divided and sold off as house
lots the lands located north of Meeting Street and between
Benefit and Hope Streets
See Providence City Archive, Providence Land Records, Vol.
14, Pp. 165-177, 179-181, 184, 187-189.
In 1733 William Page also sold a small lot 48 feet in breadth
and 65 feet in length on the north side of Meeting St. and a
little way eastward from the County House to the Sheriff of
the County of Providence for a new gaol or jail house.
Providence Land Records Vol. 10, P. 322, deed written 13
October 1733, recorded 13 October 1733. The jail was
located at the northeast corner of the intersection of what are
now Benefit St. and Meeting St.
William Page also sold a small lot of land in 1754 to Jonathan
Olney, Gaol Keeper, located immediately east of the County
Court House lot at the northwest corner of Meeting St. and
newly-laid out Back St. (now Benefit St.) Olney built a
house, barn and privy there. Providence City Archive,
Providence Land Records Vol. 13, P. 295.
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Date

Event

1731

Court House
constructed

12/24/1758

County House
burned

1/5/1759

William Page died;
property passed to
William’s son
Ambrose Page

Description
Funds appropriated by the
General Assembly were
augmented by a sum paid
out from the Providence
Town Treasury so that the
County House might be
made large enough as to
be serviceable for the
Town’s public use. The
building was two stories
in height, frame
construction, 40 feet long
by 30 feet wide, 18 feet in
height between the sill
and the plate. There were
two chimneys that rose
from the chamber floor
upwards.

When the General
Assembly decided to
build the new County
House on the lot
immediately to the north
of the former County

Source
John Hutchins Cady, The
Civic and Architectural
Development of Providence,
1636-1950 (The Book
Shop, Providence, RI,
1957), pp. 28-29; Howard
W. Preston, “The Old
Colony House in
Providence,” Rhode Island
Historical Society
Collections, Vol. XI, No. 2,
April 1918, pp. 37-44;
Providence city Archive,
Town Meeting Records,
Vol. 4, pp. 22-23.
Account of building the
County House and Goal
RI State Archives, C#0292,
General Treasurer,
Accounts allowed 1730,
Account of Major Smith.
Howard W. Preston, “The
Old Colony House in
Providence,” Rhode Island
Historical Society
Collections, Vol. XI, No. 2,
April 1918, pp. 37-44
Providence City Archive,
William Page Probate
docket A750; Will – Wills
Vol. 5, p 214; Microfilm
Reel 8, Wills, Providence,
1754-1770, Vols. 5-6.

Comment
In 1735 the General Assembly granted permission to George
Taylor to keep school in one of the chambers of the county
House, provided “he keeps the glass of said house in constant
good repair…and erects a handsome sundial in front of said
house, both for ornament and use and builds a necessary house
convenient to prevent nuisance, and to serve the public.”
(Rhode Island Colony Records, Vol. IV, p. 511).
In 1754 the County House was made by the authority of the
General Assembly the headquarters of the Providence Library
Company, the first public library in Providence. Shelves were
erected for the accommodation of the books in the council
chamber. All of the books were later destroyed in the fire that
destroyed the County House on December 24, 1758. (Cady, p.
28).

Fire originated in the timber supports of the second floor
chimneys and hearths in the floor of the second story. One
dwelling house which stood adjacent burned down, the
Friends Meeting House and another house which stood near it
suffered great damage by the fire but were saved.
William Page’s will was written 31 October 1758. He left all
of his lands and tenements to his son Ambrose Page, as
described in a lease bearing date 25 march 1754 (this
document not found) provided he support Mary Page, widow
of William Page, during her natural life, also William Page’s
daughters Mary Steven and her children during widowhood.
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Date

Event

Description
House lot, the land
reverted to Ambrose
Page, heir of William
Page.

9/20/1764

5/16/1766

Town Meeting voted
to sell old
schoolhouse and lot
and to use the money
arising from that sale
to build a new school
house on the lot
where the former
Court House stood
Deed – Ambrose
Page to Town of
Providence

Sale of land by Ambrose
Page to Town of
Providence “for the
encouragement of
learning…if the said
Town of Providence shall
and do within the space
of 3 years next after the
date hereof build a good
and convenient school
house on the lot in
Providence where the late
Court House which was
burnt down did stand
lying near John
Waterman’s house (was
Jonathan Olney’s then
Andrew Edmand’s) that
then and in such case the

Source

Howard W. Preston, “The
Old Colony House in
Providence,” Rhode Island
Historical Society
Collections, Vol XI, No. 2,
April 1918, pp. 37-44.
Providence City Archive,
Town Meeting Records, 20
September 1764, Vol. 5, p.
114; 20 October 1764, \Vol.
5, p. 115.

Providence City Archive,
Providence Land Records,
Volume 17, Page 476.
Deed recorded 19 June
1766

Comment
The will was accepted by the Probate Court on 29 January
1759.

On 20 October 1764 at Town Meeting it was voted to stay all
laying out of money to build the school house until a plan of
the school house and the government thereof be laid before
the town and approved by the voters present.

Ambrose Page is the son of William Page, who acquired the
land from William Olney, Sr. and William Olney, Jr. on 27
November 1725 (Providence City Archive, Providence Land
Records Vol. 6, Page 386). See above for details
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Date

Event

12/2/1767

Town Meeting voted
to support public
education in the
Town of Providence
and purchase or build
4 school houses..

1/1/1768

Town meeting vote
to build brick school
house

Description
said Ambrose Page will
give grant and release to
said Town so long as it is
appropriate for that use
and no longer…”
The approve d vote
stipulated that the Town
will purchase or erect 3
school houses for the
education of small
children and one for the
education of youth; that
proper masters be
provided and kept for
each house; that the town
will pay the whole
expense of said school
houses and of the
schooling and have the
government of the
schools by a School
Committee. A committee
was formed to pursue the
issues voted on, find
appropriate builders,
acquire land, etc.
Proceeds from sale of old
town school house to go
towards building brick
schoolhouse 30x40, 2stories, to be built by
Jonathan Hammon and
Benjamin Talbut, if
Subscribers raise £18217-00 lawful money

Source

Providence City Archive,
Town Meeting Records
Vol. 5, p. 141, 2 December
1767.

Comment

At the same Town Meeting voted to create a committee
consisting of Gov. Darius Sessions, Samuel Nightingale,
Jabez Bowen, Jr., and Moses Brown to prepare and bring an
act for building, supporting, and government of said schools.

RIHS-Providence Town
Records, Doc.#707
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Date

1/1/1768

1/1/1768

Event

Report of Committee
on building or
purchase of buildings
for 4 schoolhouses –
3 for education of
small children and 1
for youth

Town Meeting voted
to receive the reports
of the various
committees and by
vote all of the reports
were rejected.

Description
within 30 days.
On reverse side:
House to be built of brick,
to be kept in repair by
town all except windows
on the upper story. John
Brown, John Jenckes,
Nathaniel Greene,
Charles Kean, Samuel
Thurber be a committee
to procure subscribers
Committee was charged 4
Dec 1767 to find suitable
buildings or sites and
contract with builders

All reports concerning the
schools rejected by vote.
(see entry below for
report of School Building
Committee of John
Brown, John Jenckes,
Nathanial Green, and
Charles Keen)

Source

RIHS-Providence Town
Records, Doc.#405

Providence City Archive,
Town Meeting Records, 1
January 1768

Comment

This Committee consisting of John Brown, John Jenckes,
Nathanial Green, and Charles Keen was charged 4 Dec 1767
to find suitable buildings or sites and contract with builders.
The Committee reported that they had agreed with John Smith
to build a school house at the upper end of town of the same
dimension as the school house on the west side of the great
bridge 26 ft. x 18 ft. with 10 ft. posts, to seat 60 scholars, with
a yard and little house (privy) fenced in for £68-00-06 lawful
money. Also contract with Joshua Spooner to build a school
house in the lower part of town of the same size and form.
Also contract with Hammon and Talbut to build the school
house near the court house agreeable to dimensions voted by
the Town (30x40) for £482-17-00 lawful money of £12875
Old Tenor built with brick or £416-14-00 LM or £11112-0500 OT if built of wood.
Concern by voters over increase in tax rate and, as a result,
voted to reject plan to build 4 school houses (see entry below)
and finance their operation from Town budget.
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Date

Event

Description

Source

1/1/1768

Report of School
Building Committee

School Building
Committee of John
Brown, John Jenckes,
Nathanial Green, and
Charles Keen.

RIHS-Providence Town
Records, Doc.#405

2/1/1768

Town meeting vote
to build brick school
house

Voted to use proceeds
from sale of old school
house and lot to Benjamin
Wilkinson of Glocester
(deed dated 13 Feb. 1765,
Providence Land Records
Vol.17, p. 30) to go
towards building brick
schoolhouse on old Court
House on condition that
any number of proprietors
agree to build the same.
When done Town to have
the lower part fitted for
use designed delivered to
them free form further
charges or expenses;
upper part to belong to the
Proprietors that raise the
money and cause the
house to be built but to

Providence City Archive,
Town Meeting Records,
Vol. 5, p.144-145;
RIHS-Providence Town
Records, Doc.#707

Comment
Committee reported that they have agreed with John Smith to
build a school house at the upper end of town of the same
dimension as the school house on west side of the great bridge
– 26 ft. x18 ft. with 10 ft. posts, to seat 60 scholars with yard
and little house fenced in for £68-00-06 lawful money. The
committee has agreed with Mr. Joseph Whipple to purchase
two lots of his land for this school house (later known as
Whipple Hall). Also contract with Joshua Spooner to build a
school house in the lower part of town of the same size and
form. Also contract with Hammon and Talbut to build the
school house near the court house agreeable to dimensions
voted by the Town (30x40) for £482-17-00 lawful money or
£12875 Old Tenor if built with brick or £416-14-00 LM or
£11112-05-00 OT if built of wood.
(Continued from Description section)
Voted at Town Meeting that Messrs. John Brown, John
Jenckes, Nathaniel Greene, Charles Kean, Samuel Thurber be
a committee to procure subscribers to become proprietors for
erecting a school house agreeable to the vote of the Town
Meeting. In case a sufficient number of Proprietors to build
the schoolhouse of the dimension of 40 feet by 30 feet cannot
be procured within 30 days it is voted and resolved that the
said committee contract with a suitable person or persons to
build as large and as convenient a brick building on the old
Court House lot as they can for the money arising from the
sale of the old School House and lot to be completely finished
for keeping a school therein.
Town Meeting voted that in addition to the money resulting
from the sale of the old School House the sum of £100 lawful
money will be granted from the Town Treasury to build the
school house. The school to be free for every inhabitant to
send his children without paying anything more than his tax
toward supporting the same (RIHS-Providence Town Records,
Doc.#707, 1 February 1768)
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Date

Event

Description

Source

Comment

make no use of the
Town’s money except the
plan be fully executed.
The house to be built with
brick and when fully
finished to be kept in
repair at the expense of
the Town all except the
windows in the upper
story.
(Continued in Comments
section)

7/12/1768

Town Meeting –
committee appointed
by the town to build
the school house on
the lot that formerly
housed the Court
House– define use
and size

When completed the two
lower rooms to belong to
the Town and to be under
the direction of the Town;
the upper part to belong
to the several subscribers
or proprietors, and they to
have the direction and
management thereof
according to the number
of rights each right
having a vote.
Committee reported that
the subscription is
completed, and the
proprietors decline to
undertake the building of
said house, it is voted that
John Smith be and is
appointed to build said
house agreeable with the

Providence City Archives
Town Meeting Records
Vol. 5 p. 151

Work was begun late in 1768 and continued through 1769.
School house built by John Smith, carpentry by Jonathan
Hammond (p. 139, in History of Public Education in Rhode
Island from 1636 to 1876, compiled by authority of the Board
of Education and edited by Thomas B. Stockwell,
Commissioner of Public Schools, Providence: Providence
Press Company, Printers to the City and State, 1876)
By early 1770, the lower portion of the building, that part
financed and to be managed by the Town of Providence, was
still not finished.
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Date

2/10/1770

Event

Report of Committee
to audit John Smith
who was appointed
to carry on the
building of the New
Brick School House

Description

Source

vote of this town passed
February 1, 1768 with
this addition – the house
is hereby ordered to be 47
feet x 30 feet instead of
40 x 30 ft and the said
John Smith is empowered
to demand and receive the
money that the school
house and lot sold for that
is in the hands of
Nicholas Brown and
Jabez Bower
Committee consisting of
RIHS-Providence Town
John Brown, Ebenezer
Records, Doc.#421
Thompson, Jabez Brown
appointed to Audit
expenses of John Smith.
Report that there is the
sum of £22-01-04 LM
due from Smith for sums
he has received more than
he has paid out. This
balance found by
committee to be sufficient
to finish the lower part of
the school house which
Mr. Smith promises shall
be completed as soon as
the season of the year will
admit of.
Also a list of persons who
still owe sums as
proprietors in said school
house

Comment

List of 12 individuals pledged as proprietors who still owe
sums.
The Committee report indicates that the lower part of the
building would be finished later in the year.
(MOS) It is not clear to what extent the upper portion of the
building, financed and managed by the proprietors, was
finished and ready for occupancy and use as a school room.
The fact that a number of proprietors still owed money they
had promised might suggest that all of the work on the second
floor of the building was also still not completed in early
1770. However, it is claimed (see entry below) that the Latin
School occupied the second floor of the building before the
end of 1770.
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Date

Event

2/14/1770

Town Meeting Voted that the 75
rights in the Town
and Proprietors’
School House be
recorded in the Twon
Clerk’s Book
together with the
names of the
Proprietors together
with the report of the
committee thereon.
Town Meeting –
Voted that the
President of the
College and the
Scholars have liberty
to meet in the new
school house and
perform their
scholastic exercises,
they keeping the
windows in good
repairs until further
orders
Classes of Rhode
Island College held
in the Brick School
House in one
chamber on the
second floor until
new building,
University hall, was
completed.

6/6/1770

1770-72

Description
Also voted that the report
of John Brow for building
the school house be
accepted and lodged on
file, and that the report of
John Brown, Ebenezer
Thompson, and Jabez
Bowen, Jr. who were
appointed to settle John
Smith accounts

Source

Comment

Providence City Archive,
Town Meeting Records, 14
February 1770, Vol. 5, p.
162.

Providence City Archive,
Town Meeting Records,
6 June 1770, Vol. 5

Latin School established
in Brick School House
when Rhode Island
College moved to
Providence from Warren
in 1770, continuing James
Manning’s University
Grammar School. As
many of the Proprietors
of the 2nd floor of the

Barnard, Henry. Report
and Documents Relating
to the Public Schools of
Rhode island for1848
(Providence: Published
by order of the General
Assembly, 1849), pp. 36,
37, 39-40; Stockwell,
Thomas B. A History of

In 1771 Latin School moved to its new quarters, the so-called
College Edifice (later University Hall) upon its completion in
November 1771.
Approximately 20 boys as students learning Greek and Latin,
and English grammar, spelling, reading and speaking. Cost
was 24 shillings per quarter for Latin and Greek, 16 shillings
for English per quarter.
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Date

Event
The Latin School,
organized by Rhode
Island College
President James
Manning, occupied
the other chamber on
the second floor and
remained at the Brick
School House on
Meeting St. until
1772.
Rhode Island College
corporation
committee for
settling the spot for
the college met at the
Brick School House.

April 1772

Town Meeting –
voted that Stephen
Hopkins, Moses
Brown, and Jabez
Bowen, Jr. or the
major part be a
committee to draw
up such rules and
regulations for
government and

Description
Brick School House were
members of the Rhode
Island College
Corporation, they
undoubtedly enabled the
Latin School to utilize the
building.

Source

Comment

Public Education in
Rhode Island from 1636
to 1876 (Providence:
Providence Press
Company, 1876), p. 211;
Guild, Reuben Aldridge.
Life, times, and
correspondence of James
Manning, and the Early
History of Brown
University (Boston:
Gould and Lincoln,
1864), p. 8; Kimball,
Gertrude Selwyn.
Providence in Colonial
Times (Boston & New
York: Houghton Mifflin
Company, 1912), p. 351;
Walter C. Bronson, The
History of Brown
University (Providence,
1914), p. 55.
Providence City Archive,
Town Meeting Records, 3rd
Wednesday of April 1772,
Vol. 5, p. 190.
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Date

Dec. 1776August
1784

Event
regulation of the
Town School Houses
and to procure and
agree with suitable
persons to keep the
same, at the expense
of those who send
their children and
youth to said school
and to act and do any
and everything
necessary towards
rendering said school
useful and that
suitable persons be
annually chosen for
that purpose
Brick School House
used as an arsenal by
the Continental
Committee of War
for the storage of
munitions and as a
laboratory where
cartridges were
manufactured

Description

Source

O'Shea, Michael Vincent.
The Nation's Schools. Vol.
9 (McGraw Hill, 1932);
Federal Writer's Project of
the Works Progress
Administration. Rhode
Island: A Guide to the
Smallest State (Cambridge:
The Riverside Press, n.d.),
p. 266; Overby, Osmund R.
"Brick School House, 24
Meeting Street, Providence,
RI,". Historic American
Buildings Survey Report,
(HABS No. RI-191).

Comment

During this period the school house underwent hard use,
requiring considerable repairs between 1785 and 1787. See
the Chronology of Construction/alteration/repair for details.
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Date

Event

Description

Source

Comment

Washington, DC: U.S.
Department of the Interior,
National Park Service,
1962; Arnold, Samuel
Greene. History of Rhode
Island and Providence
Plantations. Vol. II. 2 vols.
(New York: D. Appleton &
Company, 1874), p. 364;
Thomas B. Stockwell, ed.,
A History of Public
Education in Rhode Island
from 1636 to 1876
(Providence: Providence
Press Co., 1876), pp. 144145.

6/2/1783

Committee appointed
by School Committee
to look into repair of
town school house
owing principally to
its use as a public
arsenal – cause the
same to be glazed
and repaired.
In case they should
be unable to obtain
the repairs done
seasonably, that they
cause the same to be

Appointed Ebenezer
Thompson, John Smith,
James Arnold, Esq., a
committee –
Cause repairs and hire a
suitable master or
mistress to teach school

Providence City Archive –
typescript
“Historical data concerning
public schools of
Providence and members of
the School Committee by
years from the First School
committee until printed
manuals 1752 to 1842
inclusive. Compiled by
Henry B. Rose, Sec. of
School Committee., 1900,
p.3
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Date

Event

Description

Source

Comment

glazed and repaired
and appoint some
suitable master or
mistress to teach
school therin and to
regulate and govern
the same as the
school committee
have heretofore been
empowered to do.
1784

Paving of Meeting
Street

1786

University Grammar
School moved back
to Brick School
House, where it
remained until about
1800.

1784-1784 – Notes for
paving Meeting Street
approved to John Brown
and Moses Brown.
About 1800 the school
removed to a building
erected for that purpose
on the Rhode Island
College campus. The
school performed the
preparatory work for
freshman entering the
college.

RIHS-Providence Town
Records, MSS: 214, SG: 1,
s1, Doc #3194, 3738.
Thomas Williams Bicknell,
History of Rhode Island and
Providence Plantations,
Vol. II, Chapter XXXIII –
Education (New York:
American Historical
Society, Inc., 1920),
pp.667-668; Guild,

William Wilkinson and Asa Learned, by the advice of the
School Committee, removed the Latin School from the college
edifice to the Brick School House.

Reuben Aldridge. Life,
times, and
correspondence of James
Manning, and the early
history of Brown
University (Boston:
Gould and Lincoln,
1864), pp. 63-87; Thomas
B. Stockwell, ed., A
History of Public
Education in Rhode
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Date

Event

Description

Source

Comment

Island from 1636 to 1876,
Providence: Providence
Press Co., 1876, pp. 213214.
February
1786

Approved to use
funds to repair
damage done to
Brick School House
during the
Revolutionary War
as result of
settlement of
accounts between the
United States and
Rhode Island.
Resolution of
October 18, 1786 by
Town Council to use
funds to repair Brick
School house.

11/24/1787

Bill of Benjamin
Man, Esq. for glazing
windows in West
Room
Bill of Joseph
Edmonds for labor
on West Room of the
Brick School House
Order to pay
Benjamin Converse
for work in West
Room of the Brick
School House

11/24/1787

11/29/1787

Bill for glazing windows
in West Room of Brick
School House – 10
shilling 6 pence
Bill and order to pay for 7
days of labor on the west
room of the 2nd floor of
the Brick School Hs
Order to pay from Town
Treasury for work
mending and
whitewashing room,
making hole through

John Russell Bartlett, Index
to the Printed Acts and
Resolves of, and Petitions
and Reports to the General
Assembly of Rhode Island
and Providence Plantations
from the Year 1758 to 1850
(Providence: Knowles,
Anthony & Co., 1856), p.
267; RIHS-Providence
Town Records, MSS: 214,
SG: 1, s1, Doc #5409, Nov.
23, 1787; #5411, Nov.
1787; #5403, Dec. 28,
1787; #4765, March 24,
1788; #5404, April 5, 1788;
5968, Oct. 18, 1786..
RIHS-Providence Town
Records, MSS: 214, SG: 1,
s1, Doc.#5413

Work apparently begun in August-September 1785, continued
through 1788.

RIHS-Providence Town
Records, MSS: 214, SG: 1,
s1, Doc.#5411

Paid to Chris Hill Jan. 9, 1790

RIHS-Providence Town
Records, MSS: 214, SG: 1,
s1, Doc.#5409

Work on west room, 2nd floor. Approved March 14, 1788.
Paid to Christopher Hill Jan 9, 1790

Approved 14 May 1788, paid to Christopher Hill Jan 9, 1790.
Christopher Hill was a teacher in the school.
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Date

Event

12/28/1787

Order to Pay James
Snow Jr. for work on
west room of Brick
School House

3/24/1788

Town Meeting vote
to audit Christopher
Hill acct for repair of
Brick School House

3/24/1788

Letter of Christopher
Hill to Town
Meeting requesting
reimbursement for
repairs to West
Room, 2nd floor of
brick school house.
T

Description
chimney, plastering
jambs and finding mortar
– 10 shillings
Account submitted for
payment by James Snow
Jr. for 2.5 days work on
repairs to west room on
the 2nd floor of the brick
school house and for
white pine boards for fire
casing and closets – 18
shillings
Vote to audit acct of
Christopher Hill for
repairing the west room
on the second floor of the
Brick School House.
Resolved 6 shillings
lawful silver money be
allowed him
When school house was
being repaired as ordered
by Act passed at Town
Mtg., the west room on
the 2nd floor was occupied
at that time by Mr.
Benjamin West and
repairs were not done on
that room. Hill requests
reimbursement for
expenses to repair the
room as per request of
Committee and Ebenezer
Thompson

Source

RIHS-Providence Town
Records, MSS: 214, SG: 1,
s1, Doc.#5403

Comment

Paid to Christopher Hill Jan 9 1790

RIHS-Providence Town
Records, MSS: 214, SG: 1,
s1, Doc.#4766

RIHS-Providence Town
Records, MSS: 214, SG: 1,
s1, Doc.#4765

No exact description of repairs
The Mr. Benjamin West referred to in Christopher Hill’s letter
to Town Meeting may have been the American astronomer,
professor, and almanac publisher born in Rehoboth, Mass.
in March 1730, died August 26, 1813.

An entry in Wikipedia writes:
“After a school he started in Providence, Rhode Island
proved unprofitable, he worked as a store owner, then
made clothes during the American Revolutionary War.
He and Joseph Brown observed the transit of Venus on
June 3, 1769, publishing An Account of the Observation
of Venus upon the Sun the Third Day of June 1769. He
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Date

Event

Description

Source

Comment

observed Lexell's Comet in July 1770, the same year he
earned honorary degrees from Harvard University and
Rhode Island College (known since 1804 as Brown
University). He also earned an honorary degree from
Dartmouth College in 1772. The publication of An
Almanack, for the year of our Lord Christ, 1763 In 1781
he was elected a fellow of the American Academy of
Arts and Sciences and began teaching as a professor of
mathematics and natural history at Rhode Island College
(later Brown University) after 1786.
Source:
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_West_(astronomer))
The second floor of the Brick School House was
owned/occupied by the group of subscribers who funded that
portion of the construction costs of the building. In return
they were given control of that space, which was used for
various incarnations of a private school, including one
organized under the auspices of Rhode Island College (Brown
University).
1799-1800

Purchase of rights of
Proprietors of the
second floor of the
Brick School House
by the Town of
Providence

William R. Staples, Annals
of the Town of Providence
from its First Settlemet to
the Organization of the City
Government in June 1832
(Providence, R.I.,Printed by
Knowles and Vose, 1843),
as printed in the Collections
of the Rhode Island
Historical Society, Volume
5 (Providence, R.I.,
Knowles and Vose,
Printers, 1843), pp. 504-

In October 1799, responding to renewed calls for the
establishment of a statewide public school system, the R.I.
House of Representatives passed an act to establish free
schools in every town in the state, followed by the Senate in
February 1800. However, it met with increasing opposition
throughout the General Assembly, and was finally repealed in
1803.
Nevertheless, the Town of Providence chose to proceed with
the construction and support of free schools in the town and
established a School Committee to draw up rules and
regulations and oversee the supplying of teachers and
construction of two new school houses and maintenance of the
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Date

Event

Description

Source
509.
Edwin M Stone, The Life
and Recollections of John
Howland (Providence, R.I.,
George H. Whitney, 1857),
p. 144.

November
1800

11/1/1802

2/13/1804

Town Council
School Committee
Meeting – Moses
Noyes appointed
master in 2nd District
School (Brick School
House) at salary of
$500 per year; Mr.
Norton appointed
Usher;
Town Council
School Committee
Meeting –
Application to use
lower east room

Town Council
School Committee
Meeting –Decreed
that Moses Noyes,
preceptor have the
lower part of the
school house cleaned
also the necessary

Comment
four schools then under the care of the Town and two new
school houses were built, one at the south end of Benefit St.
and the other on the west side. By order of the Town Council
the rights of the Proprietors of Whipple Hall school house (at
north end of Benefit Street) and the Brick School House were
acquired by the Town. Most of the Proprietors’ rights to the
Brick School House by this time were in the hands of Moses
Brown and were purchased from him at the rate of $10.50 per
share.

RIHS - Providence Public
School Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1, Oversize
volume 1, Town Council
School Committee Records,
1800-1828, p. 24.

John Lawton made
application that he be
permitted to occupy the
East Room on the lower
floor of the Brick School
House in the 2nd District
to teach a school there in
the ensuing winter
Complaints of
uncleanliness and
unhealthfulness of school
house and necessary
resulted in decree to clean
as needed

RIHS - Providence Public
School Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1, Oversize
volume 1, Town Council
School Committee Records,
1800-1828, p. 52.

Request was approved.

RIHS - Providence Public
School Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1, Oversize
volume 1, Town Council
School Committee Records,
1800-1828, pp.65-66

Students are to be assessed and pay their proportional part of
the expense. If they refuse, they can be barred admission to
the school until they pay the same. If they wantonly and
willfully dirty said school and necessary house and there is
satisfactory proof of their guilt, offending scholars shall forfeit
and pay $.50 each to be apportioned to cleaning the premises.
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Date

6/6/1804

4/27/1805

4/23/1810

6/12/1815

Event
house at expense of
school
Town Council
School Committee
Meeting – Moses
Noyes resigned as
Master of the District
School in the 2nd
district. Thomas H.
Sell was appointed
Master in his stead
Town Council
School Committee
Meeting – School
Committee convened
for purpose of
appointing an
instructor for the
school in the 2nd
District in place of
Richard Briggs, who
has given his
resignation.
Town Council
School Committee
Meeting – received
resignation of Liberty
Rawson, Preceptor of
2nd District School;
School Committee
appointed Henry
McClintock as
Preceptor of 2nd
District School
Town Council

Description

Source

Comment

RIHS - Providence Public
School Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1, Oversize
volume 1, Town Council
School Committee Records,
1800-1828, p.70.

School Committee
resolved to make no
appointment at this time.
Resolved that the present
Usher in the school in the
2nd District be requested
to take charge of said
school until an instructor
can be appointed.

RIHS - Providence Public
School Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1, Oversize
volume 1, Town Council
School Committee Records,
1800-1828, p.76.

11 May 1805 - School Committee appointed Liberty Rawson
as Preceptor of the 2nd District School at the usual salary.
29 July 1805 – School committee appointed J.H. Cady Usher
of 2nd District School.
RIHS - Providence Public School Records, MSS 214, SG 4,
Series 1, Oversize volume 1, Town Council School
Committee Records, 1800-1828, pp.77, 79.

RIHS - Providence Public
School Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1, Oversize
volume 1, Town Council
School Committee Records,
1800-1828, pp. 106.

On 27 June 1815 School

RIHS - Providence Public

Appendix I.22

Appendix I. Old Brick School House: Chronology of Site Ownership and Use, 1636 - 2013
Date

11/27/1815

5/18/1818

4/12/1819

Event
School Committee
Meeting – Preceptor
of 2nd District School
Henry
K.McClintock
submitted his
resignation
Town Council
School Committee
Meeting – Liberty
Rawson resigned as
Preceptor of 2nd
District School,
effective as soon as
may be possible
Town Council
School Committee
Meeting – On request
of Mr. Torrey
(Preceptor) it is voted
that the committee
will admit Messr.
Dam and Torrey to
instruct and of their
students in the art of
writing at the 2nd
District School
House at any hour
before 7 AM and
after 5 PM.
Town Council
School Committee
Meeting –Preceptor
Joseph Torrey
submitted letter of

Description

Source

Comment

Committee appointed
Liberty Rawson as
Preceptor of the 2nd
District School.

School Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1, Oversize
volume 1, Town Council
School Committee Records,
1800-1828, pp. 146, 148

At the same meeting
Liberty Rawson requested
use of part of the lower
story of the 2nd District
School House.

RIHS - Providence Public
School Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1, Oversize
volume 1, Town Council
School Committee Records,
1800-1828, pp. 153-154.

At a meeting of the School Committee on 7 December 1815
Joseph W. Torrey, former Usher, appointed as Preceptor of 2nd
District School in place of Liberty Rawson. Salary - $500 per
year.

RIHS - Providence Public
School Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1, Oversize
volume 1, Town Council
School Committee Records,
1800-1828, p. 197

5/18/1818

RIHS - Providence Public
School Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1, Oversize
volume 1, Town Council
School Committee Records,
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Date

11/7/1819

11/16/1819

4/3/1820

Event
resignation. School
Committee appointed
Stephen Rawson as
his successor
Town Council
School Committee
Meeting –Ordered
that no scholars be
permitted to enter the
back yard belonging
to the 2nd District
School except those
who belong to the
public school in that
district
Town Council
School Committee
Meeting – Ordered
that Stanford Newell
Esq. be a committee
to build a partition
fence in the yard of
the 2nd District school
house, and to dig a
vault and remove the
necessary thereon.
Town Council
School Committee
Meeting – Ordered
Stanford Newell be
paid on his account
for building the fence
and necessary on the
2nd District school lot

Description

Source

Comment

1800-1828, p. 216

RIHS - Providence Public
School Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1, Oversize
volume 1, Town Council
School Committee Records,
1800-1828, p. 249

RIHS - Providence Public
School Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1, Oversize
volume 1, Town Council
School Committee Records,
1800-1828, p. 250

Stanford Newell to be
allowed $80.50 on his
account for building the
fence and necessary on
the 2nd District school lot

RIHS - Providence Public
School Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1, Oversize
volume 1, Town Council
School Committee Records,
1800-1828, p. 255
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Date

Event

7/27/1820

Town Council
School Committee
Meeting –Rules and
Regulations in Public
Schools changed to
require that scholars
shall be put in
separate classes
according to their
several
improvements, each
sex by itself.
Town Council
School Committee
Meeting –Resolution
introduced to
consider expediency
of introducing
primary schools for
children age 5-8 to be
taught by female
teachers.
Town Council
School Committee
Meeting – Elisha W.
Baker appointed
preceptor of the 2nd
District School
Town Council
School Committee
Meeting – Elisha
Baker, preceptor of
2nd District school,
makes application for
the privilege of

4/24/1823

4/24/1824

9/20/1824

Description
This is the first instance
of the introduction of
graded classes, and also
classes isolated by sex.

Source
RIHS - Providence Public
School Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1, Oversize
volume 1, Town Council
School Committee Records,
1800-1828, p. 261

RIHS - Providence Public
School Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1, Oversize
volume 1, Town Council
School Committee Records,
1800-1828, p. 302

Baker’s request was
approved. No details
provided

Comment

First discussion of introduction of Primary Schools in
Providence.
Attendance for Primary schools first recorded on January 24,
1828 in previous quarter. Primary schools were established
only in District 4 and District 5 at this time.

RIHS - Providence Public
School Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1, Oversize
volume 1, Town Council
School Committee Records,
1800-1828, p. 313
RIHS - Providence Public
School Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1, Oversize
volume 1, Town Council
School Committee Records,
1800-1828, p. 317
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Date

Event

Description

Source

Comment

repairing and
occupying the lower
room in the 2nd
District school house
for an evening school
10/24/1825

Town Council
School Committee
Meeting – Elisha
Baker is authorized
to use the lower west
room of the 2nd
District school house
for an evening school
on the condition that
he put and keep the
same in good order

RIHS - Providence Public
School Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1, Oversize
volume 1, Town Council
School Committee Records,
1800-1828, p. 327

8/6/1827

Town Council
School Committee
Meeting – Request of
Elisha Baker to use
the lower room of the
2nd District school
house for an evening
school is approved
on the condition that
he leave it in good
repair

RIHS - Providence Public
School Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1, Oversize
volume 1, Town Council
School Committee Records,
1800-1828, p. 357

4/24/1828

Town Council
School Committee
Meeting –
Recommendation
made by School

RIHS - Providence Public
School Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1, Oversize
volume 1, Town Council
School Committee Records,
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Date

6/11/1828

Event
Committee to the
Town Council to
adopt in one of the
public schools the
method of teaching
on the monitorial
(Lancastrian) system.
School Committee
Meeting

7/24/1828

School Committee
Meeting

6/9/1831

School Committee
Meeting –
Establishment of

Description

Source

Comment

1800-1828, p. 365

Records of the first
School Committee of
Providence following the
adoption of enabling
legislation for public
schools by the RI General
Assembly

The Brick School House
is in the Second District.
The Preceptor of the
Writing School
(Grammar School)
identified as Mr. Elisha
W. Baker. Enrollment:
56 boys, 86 girls, total
142. Preceptor’s salary
$500 per year. Usher,
Richard Anthony, salary
$250 per year.
Preceptress of the 2nd
District Primary School
was Susan P. Church,
salary $175 per year.
Resolved that in
conformity with a vote of
the town passed at the

RIHS - Providence Public
School Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1, Oversize
volume 1, Town Council
School Committee Records,
1800-1828, p. 357

Voted that the School Committee be vested with full power to
take under their care and management the schools heretofore
established by the Town and to make all the necessary and
needful rules and regulations respecting the same agreeable to
the law of the state establishing Public Schools and that so
many Primary Schools be established by the said committee as
they may think necessary and that the same branches of
instruction shall be taught in all of the schools of the same
grade established by these regulations.
RI State Archives – Records At this point in time, the school for “colored” children was not
of the School Committee,
yet established in the Brick School House.
Vol. 2, 1828-1837, p. 14-17

RI State Archives – Records Richmond Bullock, Charles Holden, John H. Ormsbee, and
of the School Committee,
William Sheldon be a committee to procure a suitable room
Vol. 2, 1828-1837, p. 91
for said school and place the same in proper condition and
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Date

Event
school for the
instruction of colored
children

6/16/1831

School Committee
Meeting - Resolved
that the 2nd District
Primary School be
discontinued at the
end of the present
quarter

6/13/1832

SC Mtg –Resolved
that the 2nd Primary
School be
reestablished and that
the school room in
the 2nd District
School heretofore
occupied by the said
school be put in order
for its reception

Description

Source

annual meeting in June
instant a school be
established for the
instruction of colored
children.

Discontinued because a
sufficient number of
pupils do not attend the
primary school in the 2nd
District to justify the
School Committee in
continuing said school

Comment
that the committee on qualifications be requested to appoint a
suitable preceptor.
30 June 1831 - Richard Anthony (usher at 2nd District School)
appointed as preceptor of the school for children of color on
probation at a salary of $400 per year.
Resolved that the President f the School Committee appoint a
standing sub-committee to visit said school monthly – Henry
Edes, George Curtis, Moses B. Ives appointed. Ordered that
the organization of the said school be committed to said
committee with power to prescribe the limits of age within
which pupils may be admitted, school books to be used, and
such other regulations as they may deem expedient.
(RI State Archives – Records of the School Committee, Vol.
2, 1828-1837, p. 94).

RI State Archives – Records
of the School Committee,
Vol. 2 1828-1837, pp. 9293

Resolved that the 2nd Primary School be discontinued at the
end of the present quarter, that the standing sub-committee on
district bounds be requested to make necessary alterations
consequent upon the discontinuance of the 2nd Primary
School.

RI State Archives – Records
of the School Committee,
Vol. 2 1828-1837, pp. 115116

Appendix I.28

Appendix I. Old Brick School House: Chronology of Site Ownership and Use, 1636 - 2013
Date

Event

8/23/1832

School Committee
Meeting – Resolved
that Holbrook’s
School apparatus be
introduced into
Primary Schools in
Districts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

11/22/1832

SC Mtg – Ordered to
pay Church & Sweet
for repairs to 2nd
District School
House

5/22/1834

School Committee
Meeting – Resolved
that the SubCommittee on repairs
be authorized to
make such alterations
and repairs in the
room appropriated to
the 2nd Primary
School as they deem
expedient

Description

Source

Comment

RI State Archives – Records Holbrook’s School Apparatus may have included such items
of the School Committee,
as an orrery (apparatus for demonstrating the motion and
Vol. 2 1828-1837, pp. 121
phases of the solar system), an arithmometer (numeral

frame with 144 discs), a set of geometric shapes (26
solids with sheets of diagrams), and a globe. Josiah
Holbrook’s firm, established in 1828 in Boston, and
others made the kits readily available at reasonable
prices.
(http://www.fountaincitytnhistory.info/People22TheHolbrooks.htm) 10 Dec. 2013.
Church & Sweet to be
paid $102.25 for repairs
to 2nd District School
House

RI State Archives – Records Involves sizable expenditure for work on school house.
of the School Committee,
Likely involves the alteration in the interior of the lower story
Vol. 2 1828-1837, p. 125
of the 2nd District School ouse, used as the Primary School,
following the School Committee resolution to put the school
in order for the reopening of the Primary School. However,
the School Committee resolution of 5/22/1834 authorizing
alterations and repairs in the room appropriated or the Primary
School and Report of 11/26/1834 suggest major alterations
and repairs were done only after 5/22/1834.
RI State Archives – Records
of the School Committee,
Vol. 2, 1828-1837, p. 157
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Date

Event

11/26/1834

School Committee
Meeting – The SubCommittee on repairs
makes a report in
relation to the
alterations made in
the 2nd Primary
School.

2/24/1836

Report of Committee
appointed by the
School Committee to
examine the cause of
the diminution of the
attendance at the
African School.

Description

Report read, received,
and placed on file

Source

Comment

RI State Archives – Records Report not found.
of the School Committee,
Vol. 2, 1828-1837, p. 157
However, the Report of the School Committee to the City
Council for 1834 included the following: “Expenses during
the year past have somewhat exceeded those of the year next
preceding it. This has arisen from larger repairs at the school
houses, including in the interior of the lower story of one of
them.” This was the repair completed in the 2nd District
School House.
(RI State Archives Records of the School Committee Volume 2, 1828-1837, p. 187).
RI State Archives –
Records of the School
Committee, Vol. 2, 18281837, p. 220.

Report stated “a gradual decrease in attendance at the African
School since the 1st year of its establishment until the present
time. The number of scholars on the list the first year was
about 100 and the number of attendees from 60 to 70. The
number of attendees the last year has been from 15 to 25. The
committee is not willing to believe the cause of the diminution
to be the want of attention, industry, or education of the
preceptor, but rather from an unhappy prejudice existing
within the colored people against him, and although we think
the complaints generally unfounded, yet the effect goes to
destroy his usefulness in that school, we therefore recommend
its discontinuance and as a substitute recommend the
establishment of two schools to be kept by females.
Voted that the sub-committee on repair of school houses are
appointed a committee to locate the new school to be
contemplated to be established on the westerly part of the city
for colored children, to establish the boundaries of the same,
to provide a school house therefore and prepare it for
reception of scholars.
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Date

Event

5/25/1836

School Committee
Meeting – Report of
School committee to
City Council for
1835 regarding the
establishment of a
second school for
colored children

RI State Archives –
Records of the School
Committee, Vol. 2, 18281837, p. 227.

11/26/1836

School Committee
Meeting – voted that
the Committee on
Qualifications be
authorized to procure
a male colored
teacher if possible for
the African School to
take the room of the
two female teachers
at a salary not
exceeding $400.
School Committee
Meeting – voted that
the sub-committee on
the African School
be given the power to
authorize the teacher
of the African School
to commence
keeping the same at 9
o’clock in the AM
and continue until 3
PM.

RI State Archives –
Records of the School
Committee, Vol. 2, 18281837, p. 242.

12/7/1836

Description

Source

RI State Archives –
Records of the School
Committee, Vol. 2, 18281837, pp. 245, 251.

Comment
“It was determined to discontinue one school for colored
children taught by a male and to establish two schools taught
by females, one on the east side and one on the west side of
the river. The one on the east side has been established. It is
located where the former school was kept (Brick School
House in 2nd District) and has an increased number of scholars
and the prospect is fair of its proving useful to that class of our
population, for whose benefit it is more particularly
designed.”

At a meeting of the School Committee held on 26 November
1836 Ransom parker, a colored man, was appointed preceptor
of the African School on the East side at a salary of $350 per
year; voted that his salary be raised to $400 per year.
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Date

Event

Description

5/25/1837

Report of School
Committee to the
City Council

RI State Archives –
Records of the School
Committee, Vol. 2, 18281837, pp. 254-255.

An additional school for colored children has been established
on the west side. The number of pupils in this school is small
but in other respects it is respectable. The other school of that
description located on the east side was at the commencement
of the year under the charge of a female teacher and appeared
promising, but it soon after fell short of the expectations of the
committee, whereupon they changed their plan and appointed
a male teacher. They were so fortunate to procure the services
of a colored man fully competent for the place and under his
charge the school has flourished and is now in a prosperous
condition. All the common branches of education are taught
in the school and many of the scholars are well advanced
therein.

1841

New Grammar
School built in 2nd
Ward

New Grammar School in 2nd Ward located at the corner of
Angell and Prospect Streets. School house erected with a
furnace for heating.

5/28/1841

School Committee
Meeting – Voted that
repairs on the room
in which the school
for colored children
is kept be made
under the direction of
the Executive
Committee

Providence City Archive –
Report to city Council of
Providence, Presented June
1, 1846, by their committee,
appointed September 24,
1838, to Superintend the
Erection of School Houses,
on the Reorganization of
the Public Schools
(Providence: Knowles and
Vose, 1846), pp. 7, 9.
Providence City Archives
Records of School
Committee, #3, 1837-1843
p. 192 – Annual Report to
City Council

The building has
undergone considerable
repairs to render it less
inconvenient to scholars
and teachers

Source

Comment

Extent of repairs not elaborated.
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Date

Event

5/31/1844

School Committee
Meeting – Subject of
fencing in the school
house estate on
Meeting Street is
referred to Executive
Committee

Providence City Archives
(PCA) Records of School
Committee, #4, 1838-1843
p.34

2/21/1846

School Committee
Meeting – Voted that
the Superintendent
cause trees to be set
out on the school
house estates
Scholl Committee
Meeting – Voted that
Executive Committee
be authorized to
establish an evening
school for colored
persons, and that they
be authorized to use
the Meeting Street
School for that
purpose the
committee to light
said house with gas if
they deem it
expedient

Providence City Archives
(PCA) Records of School
Committee, #4, 1838-1843
p.101

School Committee
Meeting – Resolved
that the Secretary be
directed to apply to

Providence City Archive Records of School
Committee, Book #4,
p. 317

11/22/1850

2/21/1851

Description

Source

Comment
Unclear if and when fences erected. Certainly installed by
1881 as reported in Report of Superintendent of Buildings,
1881 (for 1880).

Providence City Archives
Providence City Archive Records of School
Committee, Book #4,
p. 305
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Date

1857

After 1865

Event
the city Council for
necessary
appropriation for
enlarging the
Grammar School
Houses in the 1st and
Second wards as all
other grammar
school houses have
been enlarged
Petition submitted by
Colored Persons of
Providence to
General Assembly
regarded the practice
of separate schooling
of white and colored
students in
Providence.

Meeting Street
School House used
as cooking school

Description

Petitioners complain
about the situation
specifically at the
Meeting Street Grammar
School.

Second floor of building
was used as a cooking
school for students who
came to the building from

Source

“Will the General Assembly
Put down Cast Schools?
(Providence, R.I., 1857).
RIHS Library.

Florence Parker Simister,
The Streets of the City,
Volume 2, June 1, 1953 –
May 28, 1954, p116-117

Comment

Petitioners complained that colored students:
 have not the same tidy, clean school houses the
whites have;
 have no recitation rooms like the white students have;
 have no regular assistants like the whites;
 some scholars take a class in the entry, without regard
to the weather, while several other scholars are
hearing different classes in the one and main school
room, causing noise and confusion, such as is
obviated in the white schools by having recitation
rooms, with a number of regularly examined
assistants.
Separate schools remained in force in Providence until
1866.
(Thomas B. Stockwell, A History of Public Education in
Rhode Island, Providence, 1876, pp. 189; Robert J.
Cottrol, The Afro-Yankees: Providence’s Black
Community in the Antebellum Era, Greenwood Press,
1982, p. 101.
This claim by Ms. Simister is suspect, as there is no real
reference in the School Committee Records to the
establishment of a cooking school in the Meeting St. school
house until 1893. However, a photograph dated to 1889 in the
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Date

ca. 1865

1868

Event

First Sewing school
in Providence opened
and conducted at 24
Meeting St. Brick
School House, as
well as an Evening
School for Coloreds,
and Primary School
for Colored children

Report of Evening
School (Colored) on
Meeting Street

Description
other schools for lessons
in cooking and domestic
science. Mostly female
children of immigrant
families taught how to
prepare nutritious,
economical meals.
Children were given fare
for trolleys to travel to
and from Meeting Street
from their regular
schools.
Sewing school begun ca.
1865, discontinued in
1866 as it was felt it was
to great a distance for the
girls to walk there from
other parts of the city.
Also conducted at the
Brick School house were
an Evening School and
Primary School for
Coloreds..
“In the Colored School
were men and women
who here received, after a
life of bondage, their first
lessons in reading and
writing. While it is
exceedingly hard for
persons, twenty-fire,
thirty and thirty-five
years old to apply

Source

Comment
collections of the Rhode Island Historical Society shows the
building with a sign above the door identifying it as a cooking
school. The Annual Report of the School Committee of the
City of Providence (p. 12) for 1895 states that the first cooking
school in Providence was established in 1887 in an old school
house that stood on the lot occupied in 1895 by the Central
Police Station.

Annual Report of the School
Committee of the City of
Providence, City Document
#2, 1868-1869 (Providence,
R.I., Hammond, Angell &
Co., 1868), p. 31, 63, 71.
Annual Report of the School
Committee of the City of
Providence (June 1895,
Providence: Hammond,
Angell and Co., Printers to
the City, 1895), p. 14.
Annual Report of the School
Committee of the City of
Providence, June 1869
(Providence, R.I.,
Hammond, Angell & Co.,
Report of the Standing
Committee on Evening
Schools1869), p. 43
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Date

July 1873

Event

Annual Report of the
School Committee,
1872-1873

Description
themselves to close study,
these nevertheless have,
by diligence and zeal,
made commendable
improvement during the
past winter, thus
affording a good,
practical commentary
upon the wisdom that
devised, and upon the
liberality that sustains
Evening Schools for the
poor, and for the laboring
classes in this
community.”
Evening schools in the
Infantry Armory and the
colored evening school in
the Brick School house
on Meeting Street were
combined in the Meeting
Street school house under
the name of the Meeting
Street Evening School.

Source

Annual Report of the School
Committee of the City of
Providence, June 1873
(Providence, R.I.,
Hammond, Angell & Co.,
Report of the Standing
Committee on Evening
Schools,1873), p. 48

Comment

Registration of 394 students:
white – 233 boys, 68 girls, average attendance – 97
colored – 70 boys, 23 girls, average attendance – 15.
“Two of the rooms in the building were occupied by white
scholars, and the colored children the remaining room. The
house was unusually well filled during the first ten weeks, and
in several instances new comers were unable to get seats...
The colored students set a fine example of industry and good
order, but their lamentable irregularity of attendance
prevented that high general improvement which their
application would have otherwise secured them. Encouraging
progress was made b nearly every scholar in the department,
during the period of his steady attendance, and the few who
persevered throughout the term did excellent work. All
seemed in earnest and it is probable that much of the nonattendance was due to necessity rather than design. The long
distance which many of these scholars had to walk to reach
the school must also be taken into account.”
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Date

Event

Description

Source

Comment
Three school rooms in use in 1874 (unclear if one large room
on second floor and two rooms on ground floor or another
arrangement.)

1874

Annual Report of
Superintendent of
Public Buildings for
1874-1875

Pawtuxet Water since the
date of the last report has
been introduced at the
Meeting Street School
House.

1875

Annual report of
School committee,
report of Standing
Committee on
Evening Schools

Description of program

1877

Annual Report of
Superintendent of
Public Buildings for
1878

In the early part of the
summer the roof of
Meeting Street School
House showed evident
signs of weakness. An
examination developed
the fact that the building
was unsafe for
occupation; prompt action
was taken and by
direction of the City
Council the building was
reroofed and thoroughly
repaired. With the

Providence City Archive Annual Report of
Superintendent of Public
Buildings for 1874-1875
City Document No. 4, 1875
(Providence: Hammond,
Angell and Co., Printers to
the City, 1875), p.4
Providence City Archive Annual Report of the School
Committee of the City of
Providence, June
1875 (Providence:
Hammond, Angell and Co.,
Printers to the City, 1875),
p.77

Suggests plumbing work – interior and exterior.

“That the school might be more attractive and the usual
routine broken up, two instructive as well as pleasing
exhibitions with the magic lantern have been given, a college
glee club has twice entertained the school with choice
selections, talks on history have been given, spelling matches
held and a part of Friday evening has been devoted to
Declamations, Dialogues, Singing, etc. All of which has
contributed to a general culture which could not be obtained
from the regular exercises.”

PCA - Annual Report of
Superintendent of Public
Buildings for 1877
City Document No. 3, 1878
(Providence: J. A. and R. A
Reid, Printers to the City,
1878), p.4
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Date

Event

Description

Source

Comment

exception of one room on
the first floor the building
is mainly devoted to
evening school purposes.
One room on the first
floor is used as a Ward
Room (this is probably
the small room in the
southeast corner).
1893

Annual Report of the
School Committee –
Evening School at
Meeting Street
School discontinued
after 1892-1893 term

Annual Report of the School
Committee of the City of
Providence, June 1894
(Providence: Hammond,
Angell and Co., Printers to
the City, 1894), p. 63.

Closing of school indicated by absence of Meeting Street
School in the list of supported evening schools.

September
1893

Cooking school
established at
Meeting Street
School, with new
furnishings.

Annual Report of the School
Committee of the City of
Providence, June 1895
(Providence: Hammond,
Angell and Co., Printers to
the City, 1895), p. 13.

The cooking school was established at the Meeting Street
school house, with new furnishings in 1893. This occurred as
a result of the necessity of the first school, established in 1887,
having to leave its site on Fountain Avenue. That school was
moved to Beacon Avenue and a second school was then
opened on Meeting St.
In 1893 it was made compulsory that each girl in the eighth
grade in all of the grammar schools should take cooking
lessons half the school year.
“The short course in cooking included building and keeping
fires, the care of all cooking utensils, broiling, roasting, and
stewing meats, cooking vegetables, eggs, cereals, making
bread, cake, pastry, sauces, soups, salads, and a few articles
suitable for invalids…The number of grammar school girls in
both cooking schools (1895) is 269, and 47 boys are now
sharing their instruction as a special favor."
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Date

Event

Description

1896

Annual Report of
Superintendent of
Public Buildings for
1895

Meeting Street Cooking
School painted on the
outside;
New floor laid on second
floor of Meeting street
School building

1900

School Committee
votes to terminate
cooking and sewing
schools

1907

Annual Report of
Superintendent of
Public Buildings for
1907

Committee on Domestic
Science reported that
cooking and sewing
schools and classes be
discontinued,.
The Meeting St. school
building has been fitted
up for what they call a
Fresh Air School. There
has been a very large
window cut through ½ of
the south side second
floor to let in the sunlight
and air. This large
window is arranged to
open by swinging inward
and upward, hinges at the
top and operated by cords
and pulleys to open and
close as they require. The
second floor ceiling has
been whitened and walls
painted making a very
delightful schoolroom for
poor sickly children
The school was opened

Source
Providence City Archive Annual Report of
Superintendent of Public
Buildings for 1896
City Document # 3, 1897
(Remington Printing Co,
City Printers, 63
Washington St., 1897)
Providence City Archive,
Document No. 77,
Providence School
Committee Meeting Report,
June 29, 1900
Providence City Archive Annual Report of
Superintendent of Public
Buildings for 1907
City Document # 3, 1908
(The Providence Press:
Snow & Farnham Co., City
Printers, 63 Washington St.,
1908), p.9.
Richard A. Meckel,
“Combating Tuberculosis in
Schoolchildren:
Providence’s Open-Air
Schools,” Rhode Island
History, Volume 53,
Number 3 (August
1995):91-99.
Report of the School
Committee, 1907-1908
(Providence, 1908), pp. 10-

Comment

In November 1907, the Executive Committee of the
Providence School Committee passed a resolution
empowering it to “establish in the old Meeting Street school
house a special school for such children whose health and
physical condition require special care and treatment.” The
Executive Committee was also authorized to hire a teacher
and to fund necessary remodeling of the building. Emma H.
Appleton was appointed the teacher.
The main goal of the new school was to build up the strength
and vigor of schoolchildren who were in the early stages of
tuberculosis or were considered at risk of developing the
disease, while also providing enough instruction so that they
did not fall behind in their studies. The school was the
product of a joint effort by the Providence League for the
Suppression of Tuberculosis and Providence school system,
and was an outgrowth of an open-air camp for tuberculous
children that had been conducted in the summer of 1907 by
two Providence physicians active on public health and social
welfare work.
By 1926 Providence had 11 open-air classes in its primary and
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Date

Event

1908 -

Eye and Ear Clinic
occupied the ground
floor

6/20/1914

Executive Committee
of the School
committee adopted
the resolution that the
Meeting Street
School for Individual
Work be
consolidated with
four other such
schools in one such
school located in the
Killingly Street
School building
The Meeting Street
School founded and
occupied the Old
Brick School House
at 24 Meeting Street

1946-1957

Description
on January 27, 1908 with
12 children, increasing to
20 in a few weeks.
While the Fresh Air
School was in session on
the second floor, an eye
and ear clinic operated
downstairs on the ground
floor.

The Meeting Street
School was founded to
provide a combination

of educational and
clinical services to
children with a range of
disabilities. It created
an inclusive community
where children of all
abilities could discover
their talents, develop
their skills, and live life

Source
12, 34, 51-56, 491-492.

Comment
grammar schools. The program was ended in Providence
schools in 1957.

Florence Parker Simister,
The Streets of the City,
Volume 2, June 1, 1953 –
May 28, 1954, p116-117
Providence City Archive –
City Of Providence,
Minutes of School
Committee Meetings, No. 6
(Series F), June 20, 1914, p.
549

This is first reference found to a School for Individual Work,
otherwise known as Disciplinary Schools, being located in the
Meeting Street school house.

Website of the Meeting
Street School,
http://www.meetingstreet.or
g/.

The site during the 1940s and early 1950s was also the home
of the R.I. chapter of the Society for Crippled Children and
Adults of Rhode Island.
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Date

Event

Description

Source

Comment

to the fullest. In 1953
the school introduced
its groundbreaking
Early Intervention
Program which focused
on the early diagnosis
and treatment of
children with
disabilities.
In 1957 the Meeting
Street School moved
from 24 Meeting Street
to a larger facility on
Providence’s East Side.
The Building remained
unused until occupied
by the PPS in late 1959.
1959-1960

10 year lease from
City of Providence
for 24 Meeting
Street. 5 August
1960

Money spent on repairs
by PPS on 24 Meeting
Street:
1. 12/1959 – measuring
of Meeting St. grounds –
William D. Warner $60.00
2. 12/1959 – Prov.
Window Cleaning Co. –
General cleaning of
building - $231.25
3. 2/1960 –August W.
Mende, Inc. – repairs,

RIHS_PPS Collection
MSS 241 Acc 5.13.1981
Box PPS#3
Folder – Executive
Committee, 1960-1966

PPS was reimbursed $450 by Mayor’s Office for repairs on 26
June 1961 after 10 year lease @ $1. per year approved and
signed City Council Resolution No. 351, approved 5 August
1960.
Letter from mayor Walter H Reynolds (26 June 1961 to Mrs.
William Slater Allen) states “The small tool shed on this
property mentioned in your letter of 25 May 1961 may be
disposed of in any manner suitable to the Society.”
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Date

1960

Event

Second floor cleared
of partitions

10 October
1961

Parking lot at rear

7 Sept.
1977

Executive Committee
Meeting –
Report on conflict of

Description
electrical work, electrical
fixtures, door bells, etc. $133.00
4. 1/1960 – Robert
Fletcher – repairing
gutters - $7.00
5. 1/1960 – Raymond
Ballentine – packing
faucets, fixing heater $31.24
6. 1/1960 – Allenson
Brothers – cleaning
chimney for stove $19.48
Second floor cleared of
cluttering partitions by
Male Volunteer Task
force.
Downstairs there is ample
office space and a store
room for the Consultant
Bureau
Executive Committee
approves improvements
to rear parking lot. Mrs.
Sharpe will cinder top the
parking lot and plant in
simplest form for
convenience at this time.
$1047.64 set aside at this
time
Edmund Bennett reported
on conflict in leasing
headquarters kitchen to

Source

PPS Newsletter, Vol.1,
February 1960, pp. 3-5

Comment

The Consultant Bureau, directed by Mrs. John Gwynne, is
making the schoolhouse its special restoration project.
Clearing of partitions probably built by Meeting Street School
during their occupation of the building.

RIHS_PPS Collection
MSS 241 Chip 1
Folder – Executive
Committee Agendas – 10
October 1961

RIHS_PPS Collection
MSS 241 Chip 1
Folder – Executive
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Date

Event
use of building as
kitchen for
Gallimaufry, Inc., a
catering service.

7 Dec.
1977

Executive Committee
Meeting –
Decision to terminate
relationship with
Godfrey’s Catering
and use of PPS
kitchen facilities.

3/27/2013

PPS purchases Old
Brick School House
and lot from the City
of Providence

Description
Gallimaufry, Inc,. for
their catering business as
24 Meeting St. is a cityowned building leased to
the PPS as its
headquarters. The lease
requires property to be
used exclusively for PPS
functions.
Godrey’s catering has
been using PPS kitchen to
prepare food for their
catering business. PPS
Board member and
attorney Edmund Bennett
advised that the Society
cannot continue to let a
private business use a city
building leased to the
Society as its
headquarters.

Source

Comment

Committee Agendas, 7
September 1977.

RIHS_PPS Collection
MSS 241 Chip 1
Folder – Executive
Committee Agendas

Providence Land Records
Vol. 10534, P. 275

After leasing the building for 53 years, the PPS formally
acquired the building and land from the City of Providence.
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Appendix II.
Date

Old Brick School House – Chronology of Construction, Repair, Alteration

Event

Description

Source

Comment
Agree with John Smith to build school house at
upper end of town same dimension as school
house on west side of the great bridge 26x18 with
10 ft. posts, to seat 60 scholars with yard and
little house fenced in for £68-00-06 lawful
money. Also contract with Joshua Spooner to
build a school house in the lower part of town of
the same size and form.
Also contract with Hammon and Talbut to build
the school house near the court house agreeable
to the dimensions voted by the Town (30x40) for
£482-17-00 lawful money or £12875 Old Tenor
if built with brick or £416-14-00 LM or £1111205-00 OT if built of wood.
This proposal was rejected by voters at the Town
Meeting.
Committee reported that the subscription is
completed, and the proprietors decline to
undertake the building of said house, it is voted
that John Smith be and is appointed to build said
house agreeable with the vote of this town passed
February 1, 1768 with this addition – the house is
hereby ordered to be built 47 feet x 30 feet
instead of 40 x 30 ft and the said John Smith is
empowered to demand and receive the money
that the old school house and lot sold for that is in
the hands of Nicholas Brown and Jabez Bowen,
Jr.
List of 12 individuals pledged as proprietors who
still owe sums.

1/1/1768

Report of Committee on building
or purchase of buildings for 4
schoolhouses – 3 for education of
small children and 1 for youth

Committee charged 4 Dec 1767
to find suitable buildings or sites
and contract with builders

RIHS-Providence
Town Records,
Doc.#405

7/12/1768

Town Mtg. – committee
appointed by the town to build the
school house – define use and size

When completed the two lower
rooms to belong to the Town
and to be under the direction of
the Town; the upper part to
belong to the several subscribers
or proprietors, and they to have
the direction and management
thereof according to the number
of rights, each right having a
vote.

Providence City
Archives
Town Meeting
Records
Vol. 5 p. 151

2/10/1770

Report of Committee to audit
John Smith who was appointed to
carry on the building of the New
Brick School House

Committee consisting of John
Brown, Ebenezer Thompson,
Jabez Brown appointed to Audit
expenses of John Smith. Report
that there is the sum of £22-0104 LM due from Smith for sums
he has received more than he

RIHS-Providence
Town Records,
Doc.#421

The Committee report indicates that the lower
part of the building would be finished later in the
year.
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Event

Description

Source

has paid out. This balance
found by committee to be
sufficient to finish the lower part
of the school house which Mr.
Smith promises shall be
completed as soon as the season
of the year will admit of.
Also a list of persons who still
owe sums as proprietors in said
school house.
2/14/1770

Town Meeting - Voted that the
75 rights in the Town and
Proprietors’ School House be
recorded in the Town Clerk’s
Book together with the names of
the Proprietors together with the
report of the committee thereon.

6/6/1770

Town Meeting – voted that the
Town Treasurer procure windows
in the lower part of the school
house to be mended as also to
have that part of said house
repainted that was scorched by the
fire and by the account thereof
before the Town
Bill submitted by Nicholas Brown
& Co. for glass and glazing for
the school house (to mend
windows)

April –
October
1772

Also voted that the report of
John Brow for building the
school house be accepted and
lodged on file, and that the
report of John Brown, Ebenezer
Thompson, and Jabez Bowen,
Jr. who were appointed to settle
John Smith accounts

Comment
(MOS) It is not clear to what extent the upper
portion of the building, financed and managed by
the proprietors, was finished and ready for
occupancy and use as a school room. The fact
that a number of proprietors still owed money
they had promised might suggest that all of the
work on the second floor of the building was also
still not completed in early 1770. However, it is
claimed (see entry below) that the Latin School
occupied the second floor of the building before
the end of 1770.

Providence City
Archive, Town
Meeting Records, 14
February 1770, Vol.
5, p. 162.

Providence City
Archives
Volume 5 p.190
Town Meeting
Records

Passed 1 May 1773 by Town
Council.

RIHS-Providence
Town Records,
Doc.#532

On 3 February 1773 the Town of Providence
approved and passed an account claiming an
error in payment to Nicholas Brown & Co. –
payment was shorted for 102 squares of window
glass delivered at sundry times to David Martin
for mending the school house windows.
(RIHS-Providence Town Records, Doc.#628)
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Order to pay John Smith balance
due for building the Brick School
House
Committee appointed by School
Committee to look into repair of
town school house owing
principally to its use as a public
arsenal – cause the same to be
glazed and repaired

Per order of town Meeting pay
John Smith £2-16-06 out of
Town Treasury
Appointed Ebenezer Thompson,
John Smith, James Arnold, Esq.,
a committee –
Cause repairs and hire a suitable
master or mistress to teach
school

9/9/1785

Account and List of materials
delivered to John Smith for repair
of Brick School House

10/1785

Order to pay Nathan Waterman
for setting glass in the school
house

Includes boards, timber, nails,
lock, HL hinges, plank and
boards for little house, digging
little house (privy) hole and
building little house
Setting 323 8x10 squares of
glass in the school house, Oct
1785 - £5-7-8; (At 12 panes per
sash, this is sufficient to fully
reglaze 27 sash or 13½ windows
at 2 sash per window of the total
of 26 windows in the building.
Waterman as credit would
reglaze an additional 2 ½
windows)

RIHS-Providence
Town Records,
Doc.#459
Providence City
Archive – typescript
“Historical data
concerning public
schools of
Providence and
members of the
School Committee
by years from the
First School
Committee until
printed manuals 1752
to 1842 inclusive.
Compiled by Henry
B. Rose, Sec. of
School. Committee.,
1900
RIHS-Providence
Passed 23 August 1786. Entries Sept. 16-Dec 19,
Town Records,
1785.
Doc.#4001
Found by committee of proprietors of the school
house on August 23, 1786, that £1-18-00 due to
John Smith from Town Treasury.
RIHS-Providence
Also lists credit for Waterman for 69 – squares of
Town Records,
8x10 glass and for 350 shingles – March 1786
Doc.#4132

8/1772

6/2/1783

Event

Comment
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Comment

RIHS-Providence
Town Records,
Doc.#3658
RIHS-Providence
Town Records,
Doc.#3742
RIHS-Providence
Town Records,
Doc.#3726

Not enumerated – also not clearly for Brick
School House – assume it is for the OBSH

10/20/1785

Acct & Order_ James Lovett
Materials to repair school House

£3-17-0 LM for materials to
repair school house

12/8/1785

Order to pay John Lasell 3
shillings – boards delivered to
Brick School House
Order to pay John Smith Esq. £10
lawful money for materials and
repair of Brick School House as
voted at town meeting
Order to pay John Lasell 3
shillings – boards delivered to
Brick School House
Order to pay Walker Harding £23-10½ lawful money

Delivered a load of boards to the
Brick School House 1 shilling 3
pence
Repairs to brick School house

12/29/1785

1/4/171786

2/10/1786

8/23/1786

Order to Pay Ebenezer Thompson
for repairs to Brick School House

8/23/1786

Acct with Walker Harding for
work done on Brick School House
and order to pay him

11/24/1787

Bill of Benjamin Man, Esq. for
glazing windows in West Room

11/24/1787

Bill of Joseph Edmonds for labor
on West Room_Brick School
House

Delivered a load of boards to the
Brick School House 1 shilling 3
pence
For work done during repairs of
brick school house per order of
the Town Meeting.
Town to Pay £1-03-2½ to
Thompson for repairs –
reviewed and approved by
Committee appointed to repair
the school house – John Smith
and James Arnold
Order to pay Walker Harding
£20-10-4 for repairs done to
Brick School House

RIHS-Providence
Town Records,
Doc.#3742
RIHS-Providence
Town Records,
Doc.#3776
RIHS-Providence
Town Records,
Doc.#4002

Bill for glazing windows in
West Room of Brick School
House – 10 shilling 6 pence
Bill and order to pay for 7 days
of labor on the west room of the
2nd floor of the Brick School
House

RIHS-Providence
Town Records,
Doc.#5413
RIHS-Providence
Town Records,
Doc.#5411

RIHS-Providence
Town Records,
Doc.#4172

Exact work done not described.

Bill for brads and nails from August to
November 1785

Account lists work and materials from August
1785 and March 1786. Includes 116 days of
work, lumber, nails, HL hinges, thumb latch,
hinges, shingles
Approved 14 May 1788, paid to Chris Hill Jan 9,
1790
Paid to Chris Hill Jan. 9, 1790
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Event
Order to pay Benjamin Converse
for work in West Room_Brick
School House

12/27/1787

Order to Pay Christopher Hill for
ink phials and work of James
Snow Jr.

12/28/1787

Order to Pay James Snow Jr. for
work on west room of Brick
School House

3/24/1788

Town Meeting - vote to audit
Christopher Hill acct for repair of
Brick School House

3/24/1788

Letter of Christopher Hill to
Town Meeting requesting
reimbursement for repairs to West
Room, 2nd floor of brick school
house

Description

Source

Comment

Order to pay from Town
Treasury for work mending and
whitewashing room, making
hole through chimney,
plastering jambs and finding
mortar – 10 shillings
Paid Christopher Hill for 3 doz.
Ink phials and balance due on
work of James snow Jr – 13
shillings
Account submitted for payment
by James Snow Jr. for 2.5 days
work on repairs to west room on
the 2nd floor of the brick school
house and for white pine boards
for fire casing and closets – 18
shillings
Vote to audit acct of Christopher
Hill for repairing the west room
on the second floor of the Brick
School House. Resolved 6
shillings lawful silver money be
allowed him
When school house was being
repaired as ordered by Act
passed at Town Mtg.., the west
room on the 2nd floor was
occupied at that time by Mr.
Benjamin West and repairs not
done on that room. Hill requests
reimbursement for expenses to
repair the room as per request of
Committee and Ebenezer
Thompson

RIHS-Providence
Town Records,
Doc.#5409

Work on west room, 2nd floor. Approved March
14, 1788.
Paid to Chris Hill Jan 9, 1790.

RIHS-Providence
Town Records,
Doc.#5407
RIHS-Providence
Town Records,
Doc.#5403

Making of hole through chimney suggests that a
wood stove was introduced
Paid to Christopher Hill on Jan. 9, 1790

Paid to Chris. Hill Jan 9 1790

RIHS-Providence
Town Records,
Doc.#4766

RIHS-Providence
Town Records,
Doc.#4765

The Mr. Benjamin West referred to in
Christopher Hill’s letter to Town Meeting may
have been the American astronomer,
professor, and almanac publisher born in
Rehoboth, Mass. in March 1730, died August

26, 1813.
An entry in Wikipedia writes:
“After a school he started in Providence, Rhode
Island proved unprofitable, he worked as a store
owner, then made clothes during the American
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Event

Description

Source

Comment
Revolutionary War. He and Joseph Brown
observed the transit of Venus on June 3, 1769,
publishing An Account of the Observation of
Venus upon the Sun the Third Day of June 1769.
He observed Lexell's Comet in July 1770, the
same year he earned honorary degrees from
Harvard University and Rhode Island College
(known since 1804 as Brown University). He
also earned an honorary degree from Dartmouth
College in 1772. The publication of An
Almanack, for the year of our Lord Christ, 1763
In 1781 he was elected a fellow of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences and began
teaching as a professor of mathematics and
natural history at Rhode Island College (later
Brown University) after 1786.
Source:
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_West_(as
tronomer))
The second floor of the Brick School House was
owned/occupied by the group of subscribers who
funded that portion of the construction costs of
the building. In return they were given control of
that space, which was used for various
incarnations of a private school, including one
organized under the auspices of Rhode Island
College (Brown University).

4/5/1788

Order to Pay Nehemiah Arnold
for repair of Brick School House

Order to Pay Nehemiah Arnold
for 4 days work done on Brick
School House - £1

RIHS-Providence
Town Records,
Doc.#5404

Work done for Christopher Hill on west room of
2nd floor. Paid to Chris. Hill 5/14/1788

Appendix II.6

Appendix II.
Date

Old Brick School House – Chronology of Construction, Repair, Alteration

Event

Description
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William R. Staples,
Annals of the Town
of Providence from
its First Settlement to
the Organization of
the City Government
in June
1832,Providence,
R.I., Printed by
Knowles and Vose,
1843, as printed in
the Collections of the
Rhode Island
Historical Society,
Volume 5,
Providence, R.I.,
Knowles and Vose,
Printers, 1843. Pp.
504-505.
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 26.
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee

1792-1799

Town authorized the School
Committee to make arrangements
with the proprietors of the brick
school house, so that the interior
of the building might be altered.
In 1794 and after that frequent
directions were given for repair of
this school house.

Details of these arrangements,
alterations, and repairs were not
located.

11/26/1800

Vote of Town Council School
Committee to provide stove pipes
at town expense to all schools

Provide stovepipes to all schools

12/15/1800

Town Council School Committee
Meeting - Account of Oliver
Carpenter presented

Bill for setting glass etc., in the
Brick School house

Comment

Allowed
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Event

Description

1/1/1801

Town Council School
Committee.Meeting Account
presented for repairing the old
Brick School House

No details provided

7/2/1802

Town Council School
Committee.Meeting – Account
presented for whitewashing
schoolhouse in District 2

Account for whitewashing old
Brick School House by Scipio
Brenton

4/22/1803

Town Council School
Committee.Meeting –decreed
that preceptors of all public
schools have their school houses
whitewashed as soon as may be

Whitewashing of school houses

2/13/1804

Town Council School Committee
Meeting –Decreed that Moses
Noyes, preceptor have the lower
part of the school house cleaned
also the necessary house at
expense of school

Complaints of uncleanliness and
unhealthfulness of school house
and necessary resulted in decree
to clean as needed

Source

Comment

Records, 1800-1828,
p. 26.
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 28
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 52
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p.58
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council

Students are to be assessed and pay their
proportional part of the expense. If they refuse,
they can be barred admission to the school until
they pay the same. If they wantonly and willfully
dirty said school and necessary house and there is
satisfactory proof of their guilt, offending
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3/10/1804

Town Council School Committee
Meeting –order to pay Darius
Allen for work done at 2nd District
School House (Brick School
House)

$16.80 to Darius Allen for work
done (not elaborated)

12/3/1804

Town Council School Committee
Meeting –Account of work done
by Abel Allen for work at 2nd
District School House

Work done by Abel Allen – not
elaborated

4/28/1805

Town Council School Committee
Meeting –Order to pay Joseph
Hoyle $3.50 for work done on
2nd District School House

$3.50 to Joseph Hoyle for work
done – not elaborated

11/24/1806

Town Council School Committee
Meeting –Order to pay Joseph
Potter for fixing up a pump near
the 2nd District School House

Joseph Potter paid $1.83 for
fixing up a pump near the 2nd
District School House

Source

Comment

School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
pp.65-66
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p.67
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p.74

scholars shall forfeit and pay $.50 each to be
apportioned to cleaning the premises.

RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 82
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
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6/29/1807

Town Council School Committee
Meeting –Order to pay P.R.
Benson $28.32 for repairing 2nd
District School House

P. R. Benson to be paid $28.32
for repairing 2nd District School
House

11/2/1807

Town Council School Committee
Meeting –ordered that William
Larned Esq. be appointed to make
repairs to 2nd District School
House

William Larned to oversee such
repairs to 2nd District School
House as may to make the same
comfortable as may be for the
ensuing winter

6/27/1808

Town Council School Committee
Meeting –Resolved to appoint
committee to make the necessary
addition and repairs to the Brick
School House in 2nd District

Appointed School Committee
members Joseph Jenckes and
Nathan Waterman a committee
to make the necessary addition
and repairs to the Brick School
House in the 2nd District

8/8/1808

Town Council School Committee
Meeting –Ordered to pay Amos
Horton for work done on school

Pay Amos Horton $4.50 for
work done on school house in
2nd District

Source
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 85
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 87
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 90.
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 93
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,

Comment

Repairs not elaborated but this is a substantial
amount

Repairs not elaborated

This addition is likely the front stair porch

Work not elaborated
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Description

house in 2nd District

11/7/1808

Town Council School Committee
Meeting –Decreed President of
School Council requested to
procure new stove pipes for
school house in 2nd District

New Stovepipes to be acquired
for 2nd District School House

11/21/1808

Town Council School Committee
Meeting –Order to pay Samuel
Staples for materials and repairs
to Brick School House in 2nd
District

Samuel Staples to be paid
$633.96 for materials and
repairs to Brick School House in
2nd District

3/6/1809

Town Council School Committee
Meeting –order to pay Samuel
Staple for sundry bills omitted for
repairs to Brick School House in
2nd District

Samuel Staples to be paid $5.17
for Updike & Butts bill of paints
and John Merry’s bill for hair
and William Wilkinson’s bill for
inkstands for the school house in
District 2

Source
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 94
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 94
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 95

Comment

This must be for construction of front stair tower

RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 18001828,p. 97
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RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 97
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 99
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize Vol. 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 112
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, Oversize
Vol. 1, Town
Council School
Committee Records,
1800-1828, p. 113

3/13/1809

Town Council School Committee
Meeting – Order to pay Amos
Horton’s bill for repairs to 2nd
District School House

Amos Horton to be paid $10.00
for repairs to 2nd District
School House

5/29/1809

Town Council School Committee
Meeting –Ordered that the
expense of whitewashing the
public schools be defrayed by a
tax on the scholars

Whitewashing the public
schools be defrayed by a tax on
the scholars

7/29/1811

Town Council School Committee
Meeting –TC informed that North
side of the roof of the Brick
School House in 2nd District is
leaky – repair to be done by
Samuel Staples

Samuel Staples appointed to
shingle such part of the north
side of said roof as he may think
necessary

9/2/1811

Town Council School Committee
Meeting –Order to pay Samuel
Staples for labor and materials
repairing roof of 2nd District
School House

Samuel Staples to be paid $4.55
for shingling the 2nd District
School House and materials

Comment
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Source
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 116
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
pp. 120-121

2/3/1812

Town Council School Committee
Meeting –Order to pay Amos
Mains Atwell for cash paid to
repair the pump at the Brick
School House in District 2

Amos Mains Atwell to be paid
$4.30 for cash he paid to
Phinehas Potter for repairing the
pump at the Brick School House
in District 2

12/21/1812

Town Council School Committee
Meeting –Resolved that Henry
McClintock, master of the School
in the 2nd District be authorized to
procure a Russian stove;
Resolved that the Russian stove
be built

1/11/1813

Town Council School Committee
Meeting –Ordered that Samuel
Staples be paid for hardware and
work done on school houses in
Districts 1 and 2

Henry McClintock, master of
the School in the 2nd District
authorized by TCSC to procure
a Russian stove provided he
pays all expenses thereof
over_____ (bill not completed);
Resolved that the Russian stove
be built in School House in 2nd
district and that Henry
McClintock, master of the
School in the 2nd District is
hereby authorized to procure
one built accordingly and that he
sell the stove and pipe now
made use of to the best
advantage he can. Town
Copuncil agrees to allow $15.00
for building the stove.
Samuel Staples to be paid $6.03
for locks, hinges, and latches
and work done in school houses
in Districts 1 and 2

RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 121

Comment

Not elaborated what done in which school house
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RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 121
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 123
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 125
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 126

A Russian stove was also built at this time in the
Town Clerk’s office by Zachariah Chaffee at cost
of $30.15

1/18/1813

Town Council School Committee
Meeting –ordered that Seth
Adams be paid for materials for
Russian stove

Seth Adams to be paid $5.75 for
brick and tile for the Russian
stove

3/1/1813

Town Council School Committee
Meeting – Resolved that George
Olney make sale of the stove and
pipe in the Brick School House

George Olney, a member of the
School Committee, is to make
sale of the stove and pipe in the
Brick School House

4/19/1813

Town Council School Committee
Meeting – Resolved that William
Larned Esq. is appointed and
authorized by Town Council to
put windows in the lower west
room of the brick school house in
repair by seeing the same glazed

Wm. Larned appointed and
authorized by TC to put
windows in the lower west room
of the brick school house in
repair by seeing the same glazed

4/26/1813

Town Council School Committee
Meeting –Ordered to pay Joseph
Martin for setting glass in the
District 2 School House and
sashes

Joseph Martin to be paid $20.50
for sashes and setting the glass
in the lower west room of the
Brick School House in 2nd
District
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Source
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 144
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 148
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 152
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 152

1/30/1815

Town Council School Committee
Meeting – Ordered that Samuel
Staples be paid for work done in
2nd district School House

Samuel Staples to be paid $6.25
or work done in the School
House in 2nd district

6/25/1815

Town Council School Committee
Meeting – Resolved that William
Larned Esq. be authorized to
cause such necessary repairs to be
made on the school house in the
2nd District as he shall think
advisable or necessary

Needed repairs not elaborated

11/8/1815

Town Council School Committee
Meeting – Ordered Peleg
Burroughs be paid for stave and
pipe for 2nd district school house

Peleg Burroughs to be paid
$32.72 for cast iron stove and
pipe for school house in 2nd
District

11/8/1815

Town Council School Committee
Meeting –Ordered that Samuel E.
Hamlin be paid for fixing and
refitting stove pipe at the school
house in the 2nd District

Samuel E. Hamlin to be paid
$3.16 for fixing and refitting
stove pipe at the school house in
the 2nd District

Comment
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RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 161
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
pp. 161-162
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 183
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 183

12/9/1816

Town Council School Committee
Meeting –Ordered that Benjamin
Whipple be paid for work done on
the school house in the 2nd District

Benjamin Rawson to be paid
$5.83 for work done on the
school house in the 2nd District

1/20/1817

Town Council School Committee
Meeting –Ordered that Samuel
Staples be paid for repairs to the
2nd district school house

Samuel Staples to be paid $6.12
for repairs to the 2nd district
school house (type of repairs not
elaborated)

10/29/1817

Town Council School Committee
Meeting – Ordered Field &
Bosworth be paid for sundries
furnished and bills paid for repairs
of 2nd District school house

Field & Bosworth be paid
$58.12 for sundries furnished
and bills paid for repairs of 2nd
District school house

10/29/1817

Town Council School Committee
Meeting – Ordered that Joseph J.
Fenner be paid for one free stone
for door sill of the school house in
2nd District

Joseph J. Fenner to be paid
$5.20 for one free stone for door
sill of the school house in 2nd
District

Comment

This is a considerable sum. Between December
1816 and December 1817 the Town Council paid
out a total of $97.72 to several merchants and
craftsmen for repairs at the 2nd District Brick
School House.
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Description

Source
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 183
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 184
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 184
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 187

10/29/1817

Town Council School Committee
Meeting – Ordered J. G. Snow be
paid for setting 18 window
springs in 2nd District school
house

J. G. Snow to be paid $6.75 for
setting 18 window springs in 2nd
District school house

11/10/1817

Town Council School Committee
Meeting –Ordered that Horton &
Gardner be paid for work done on
school house in 2nd District

Horton & Gardner to be paid
$9.36 for work done on school
house in 2nd District

11/10/1817

Town Council School Committee
Meeting –Ordered that William
Field, mason, be paid for work on
the 2nd District school house

William Field, mason, to be paid
$5.34 for work on the 2nd
District school house

12/3/1817

Town Council School Committee
Meeting –Ordered that Samuel
Staples be paid for work at the 2nd
District school house

Samuel Staples to be paid $1.00
for work on the 2nd District
school house

Comment
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2/16/1818

Town Council School Committee
Meeting – Resolved that Stanford
Newell, Esq., (a member of the
School Committee) be requested
to cause cleats to be put under the
forms on the floor of the 2nd
District school house

3/9/1818

Town Council School Committee
Meeting – Ordered to pay Joseph
Torrey for bill paid by him for
setting glass in the 2nd District
school house

Joseph Torrey to be paid
$3.02 for the bill paid by him

5/4/1818

Town Council School Committee
Meeting –Ordered that John
Newman be paid for repairs etc.,
to the school house in the 2nd
District

John Newman to be paid $7.03
for repairs etc., to the school
house in the 2nd District

6/1/1818

Town Council School Committee
Meeting – Ordered that Hodge
Congdon be paid for
whitewashing the 2nd District
school house

Hodge Congdon to be paid
$2.50 for whitewashing the 2nd
District school house

for setting glass in the 2nd
District school house

Source

Comment

RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 191
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 18001828,p. 193
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 197
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 198
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10/12/1818

Town Council School Committee
Meeting – Resolved that Stanford
Newell, Esq., (a member of the
School Committee) cause such
repairs to be made to the 2nd
District school house as he may
think necessary

8/2/1819

Town Council School Committee
Meeting – Resolved that Stanford
Newell, Esq., (a member of the
School Committee) be appointed
to cause such repairs to be made
to the 2nd District school house
and fence as he may think
necessary

9/2/1819

Town Council School Committee Stanford Newell to be paid
Meeting – Ordered that Stanford
$50.00 on his account for repairs
Newell be paid on his account for to 2nd District school house
repairs to 2nd District school house

10/25/1819

Town Council School Committee Stanford Newell to be paid
Meeting – Ordered that Stanford
$31.29 on his account for repairs
Newell be paid on his account for to 2nd District school house
repairs to 2nd District school house

Source
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 204
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 234
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 237
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 246

Comment

Orders to pay accounts to Sanford Newell on
9/2/1819 and 10/25/1819 totaling $81.29 suggest
substantial amount of work done at the school
house.
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11/16/1819

Town Council School Committee
Meeting Ordered that Stanford
Newell Esq. be a committee to
build a partition fence in the yard
of the 2nd District school house,
and to dig a vault and remove the
necessary thereon.

4/3/1820

Town Council School Committee
Meeting – Ordered that Stanford
Newell be paid on his account for
building the fence and necessary
on the 2nd District school lot

9/25/1820

Town Council School Committee
Meeting – Ordered that Zachariah
Allen cause necessary repairs to
be made in the 2nd District school
house.

1/1/1821

Town Council School Committee
Meeting – Ordered that Joseph
Jenckes be paid for cleaning stove
pipe in the 2nd District school
house

Description

Stanford Newell to be allowed
$80.50 on his account for
building the fence and necessary
on the 2nd District school lot

Joseph Jenckes to be paid $3.89
for cleaning stove pipe in the 2nd
District school house

Source

Comment

RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 250
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 225
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, MSS 214,
SG 4, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 266
RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 270
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Description

5/22/1823

Town Council School Committee
Meeting – Ordered that school
houses be whitewashed

1/22/1829

SC Mtg. –Voted that the subcommittees of the 2nd and 5th
District school houses procure and
cause to be placed in each of the
writing schools of those districts a
black board to aid students in their
geographical recitations
SC Mtg. – Elisha Baker
Elisha Baker allowed $1.00 for
(preceptor) allowed for repairs to
repairs to the 2nd District school
2nd District school house
house.

5/27/1830

2/24/1831

SC Mtg. – Ordered to pay Frost &
Gurney for shingles for 2nd
District school house

Frost & Gurney to be paid
$28.00 for shingles for 2nd
District school house

2/24/1831

School Committee Mtg. –
Ordered to pay Church & Sweet
for repairs to 2nd District school
house

Church & Sweet to be paid
$30.23 for repairs to 2nd District
school house

2/24/1831

School Committee Mtg. –
E.Baker to be paid $.83 for
Ordered to pay E.Baker for
repairs to 2nd District school
nd
repairs to 2 District school house house

Source

Comment

RIHS - Providence
Public School
Records, Series 1,
Oversize volume 1,
Town Council
School Committee
Records, 1800-1828,
p. 304
RI State Archives
Records of the
School Committee,
Volume 2, 18281837. p. 35

Entries for work made less frequently. It is
unlikely that less work is being done, just a
change in the process of documentation

-

RI State Archives
Records of the
School CommitteeVolume 2, 18281837, p. 62
RI State Archives
Records of the
School CommitteeVolume 2, 18281837, p. 82
RI State Archives
Records of the
School CommitteeVolume 2, 18281837, p. 82
RI State Archives
Records of the
School CommitteeVolume 2, 18281837, p.82

Appendix II.21

Appendix II.
Date

Old Brick School House – Chronology of Construction, Repair, Alteration

Event

Description

Source

2/24/1831

School Committee Mtg. –
Ordered to pay Joseph Martin and
Son for glazing

Joseph Martin and Son to be
paid $4.06 for glazing

RI State Archives
Records of the
School Committee,
p.82

6/16/1831

School Committee Mtg. –
Ordered to pay E. S. Underwood
for glazing

E. S. Underwood to be paid
$3.00 for glazing

RI State Archives
Records of the
School CommitteeVolume 2, 18281837p. 82

6/16/1831

School Committee Mtg. –
Resolved that desks be removed
from the primary schoolrooms in
2nd, 3rd, and 4th districts, and that
benches be substituted for them;
and that the benches in all of the
primary schools be furnished with
supports for the backs

6/16/1831

Resolved that the 2nd District
Primary School be discontinued at
the end of the present quarter

6/13/1832

School Committee Mtg. –
Resolved that the 2nd Primary
School be reestablished and that
the school room in the 2nd District
School heretofore occupied by the
said school be put in order for its
reception

Comment

RI State Archives
Records of the
School CommitteeVolume 2, 18281837, p. 92

Discontinued because a
sufficient number of pupils do
not attend the primary school in
the 2nd District to justify the
School Committee in continuing
said school

RI State Archives
Records of the
School CommitteeVolume 2, 18281837, pp. 92-93

RI State Archives
Records of the
School CommitteeVolume 2, 18281837, pp. 115-116
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8/23/1832

School Committee Mtg. –
Ordered to pay R. Anthony
(preceptor of African School) be
paid for repairs to the African
School

R. Anthony (preceptor of
African School) to be paid $1.75
for repairs to the African School

RI State Archives
Records of the
School CommitteeVolume 2, 18281837, p. 120

11/22/1832

School Committee Mtg. –
Ordered to pay Church & Sweet
for repairs to 2nd District School
House

Church & Sweet to be paid
$102.25 for repairs to 2nd
District School House

RI State Archives
Records of the
School CommitteeVolume 2, 18281837, p. 125

5/22/1834

School Committee Mtg. –
Resolved that the Sub-Committee
on repairs be authorized to make
such alterations and repairs in the
room appropriated to the 2nd
Primary School as they deem
expedient

11/26/1834

School Committee Mtg. – The
Sub-Committee on repairs made a
report in relation to the alterations
made in the 2nd Primary School.

Comment

Involves sizable expenditure for work on the
school house.
The nature of the work not defined – account not
accessible.

RI State Archives
Records of the
School CommitteeVolume 2, 18281837, p. 157

Report read, received, and
placed on file

RI State Archives
Records of the
School Committee Volume 2, 18281837, p. 157

Report not found, no details provided.
However, the Report of the School Committee to
the City Council for 1834 included the following:
“Expenses during the year past have somewhat
exceeded those of the year next preceding it.
This has arisen from larger repairs at the school
houses, including in the interior of the lower
story of one of them.” This was the repair
completed in the 2nd District School House.
(RI State Archives Records of the School
Committee - Volume 2, 1828-1837, p. 187).
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4/24/1840

Mtg. of School Committee

10/16/1840

City Council Papers – Ordered to
pay bill of $600.00 to Mr. Ensor
Angell in part payment for putting
up fences around school house
lots
City Council Papers – Ordered to
pay bill of $258.57 of Mr. A. M.
Quimby for lighting rods affixed
to 4 brick and 3 primary schools

8/26/1840

8/28/1840

City Council Papers – Ordered to
pay bill of $800.00 to Mr. Ensor
Angell in payment for putting up
fences around school house lots

5/28/1841

School Committee Mtg. – Voted
that repairs on the room in which
the school for colored children is
kept be made under the direction
of the Executive Committee

5/31/1844

School Committee Mtg. – Subject
of fencing in the school house
estate on Meeting Street is
referred to Executive Committee

Description

Source

Committee on fencing reported
a contract with Ensor Angell for
fencing around the school house
lots - very detailed description
of fencing form and material

Providence City
Archive, School
Committee City
Council Records
1838-1843, Volume
Mss
Providence City
Archive, City
Council Papers
Public Schools, 1840
RG 104
Providence City
Archive, City
Council Papers
Public Schools, 1840
RG 104
Providence City
Archive– City
Council Papers
Public Schools, 1840
RG 104
Providence City
Archive Records of
School Committee,
#3, 1837-1843
p. 192 – Annual
Report to City
Council

The building has undergone
considerable repairs to render it
less inconvenient to scholars and
teachers

Providence City
Archive, Records of
School Committee,
#4, 1838-1843
p.34

Comment

Extent of repairs not elaborated.

Unclear if and when new fences erected.
Certainly installed by 1881 as reported in Report
of Superintendent of Buildings, 1881 (for 1880).
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Description

Source

Comment

2/21/1846

School Committee Mtg. – Voted
that the Superintendent cause
trees to be set out on the school
house estates

Providence City
Archive, Records of
School Committee,
#4, 1838-1843
p.101

11/22/1850

School Committee Mtg. – Voted
that Executive Committee be
authorized to establish an evening
school for colored persons, and
that they be authorized to use the
Meeting Street School for that
purpose the committee to light
said house with gas if they deem
it expedient

Providence City
Archive, Records of
School Committee,
Book #4,
p.305

2/17/1854

School Committee Mtg. –
Resolved that the Superintendent
be directed to cause the seats in
the grammar schools to be altered
in accordance with
recommendations of the report as
soon as practicable

Providence City
Archive, Records of
School Committee,
Book #4,
p.458-459

Report not located. Not clear if repairs made at
2nd District school house.

1869

Annual Report of Superintendent
of Public Buildings for 1869-1870

Providence City
Archive, Annual
Report of
Superintendent of
Public Buildings for
1869-1870
City Document No.
25, 1875
(Providence: Millard

Unclear if interior or exterior work, but repair of
stoves and pipes suggests at least some interior
work done.

Repairs to Meeting Street
School House:
Carpenters labor
$21.13
Lumber
1.86
Hardware
8.59
Repairing stoves and pipes
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Description

Source

14.80
Painters labor
10.00
Painters stock
6.12

and Harker, Printers
to the City, 1870)

Comment

TOTAL
$63.10

1870

Annual Report of Superintendent
of Public Buildings for 1870-71

Meeting Street School House
has had general repairs and been
repainted. It still needs a new
portico upon the north side

Providence City
Archive, Annual
Report of
Superintendent of
Public Buildings for
1870-1871
City Document No.
27, 1871
(Providence:
Hammond, Angell
and Co., Printers to
the City, 1871)

1874

Annual Report of Superintendent
of Public Buildings for 1874-1875

Pawtuxet Water since the date of
the last report has been
introduced at the Meeting Street
School House.

Providence City
Archive, Annual
Report of
Superintendent of
Public Buildings for
1874-1875
City Document No.
4, 1875 (Providence:
Hammond, Angell
and Co., Printers to
the City, 1875)
p.4

Suggests plumbing work – interior and exterior.
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1877

Annual Report of Superintendent
of Public Buildings for 1878

In the early part of the summer
the roof of Meeting Street
School House showed evident
signs of weakness. An
examination developed the fact
that the building was unsafe for
occupation; prompt action was
taken and by direction of the
City Council the building was
reroofed and thoroughly
repaired. With the exception of
one room on the first floor the
building is mainly devoted to
evening school purposes

Providence City
Archive, Annual
Report of
Superintendent of
Public Buildings for
1877, City Document
No. 3, 1878
(Providence: J. A.
and R. A Reid,
Printers to the City,
1878), p.4

1881

Annual Report of Superintendent
of Public Buildings for 1880

The exterior of the old building
on Meeting St. also fences
enclosing the lot have been
painted

Providence City
Archive, Annual
Report of
Superintendent of
Public Buildings for
1881,City Document
No. 3, 1882
(Providence:
Providence Press
Co., Printers to City,
1882), p.6

1896

Annual Report of Superintendent
of Public Buildings for 1895

Meeting Street Cooking School
painted on the outside;
New floor laid on second floor
of Meeting Street School
building

Providence City
Archive, Annual
Report of
Superintendent of
Public Buildings for
1896, City Document
# 3, 1897
(Remington Printing

Comment
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Annual Report of Superintendent
of Public Buildings for 1907

Description

The Meeting St. school building
has been fitted up for what they
call a Fresh Air School. There
has been a very large window
cut through ½ of the south side
second floor to let in the
sunlight and air. This large
window is arranged to open by
swinging inward and upward,
hinges at the top and operated
by cords and pulleys to open and
close as they require. The
second floor ceiling has been
whitened and walls painted
making a very delightful
schoolroom for poor sickly
children
Money spent on repairs by PPS on 1. 12/1959 – measuring of
24 Meeting Street
Meeting St. grounds – William
D. Warner - $60.00
2. 12/1959 – Prov. Window
Cleaning Co. – General cleaning
of building - $231.25
3. 2/1960 –August W. Mende,
Inc. – repairs, electrical work,
electrical fixtures, door bells,
etc. - $133.00
4. 1/1960 – Robert Fletcher –
repairing gutters - $7.00
5. 1/1960 – Raymond
Ballentine – packing faucets,
fixing heater - $31.24

Source

Comment

Co, City Printers, 63
Washington St.,
1897)
Providence City
Archive, Annual
Report of
Superintendent of
Public Buildings for
1907, City Document
# 3, 1908 (The
Providence Press:
Snow & Farnham
Co., City Printers, 63
Washington St.,
1908), p.9

RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241 Acc
5.13.1981 Box
PPS#3
Folder – Executive
Committee, 19601966

PPS was reimbursed $450 by Mayor’s Office for
repairs on 26 June 1961 after 10 year lease @ $1.
per year approved and signed City Council
Resolution No. 351, approved 5 August 1960.
Letter from mayor Walter H Reynolds (26 June
1961 to Mrs. William Slater Allen) states “The
small tool shed on this property mentioned in
your letter of 25 May 1961 may be disposed of in
any manner suitable to the Society.”
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Second floor cleared of partitions

Description

Source

Comment

6. 1/1960 – Allenson Brothers –
cleaning chimney for stove $19.48
Second floor cleared of
cluttering partitions by Male
Volunteer Task force.

PPS Newsletter,
Vol.1, February
1960, pp. 3-5

The Consultant Bureau, directed by Mrs. John
Gwynne, is making the schoolhouse its special
restoration project. Clearing of partitions
probably built by Meeting Street School during
their occupation of the building.

RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241 Acc
5.13.1981 Box
PPS#3
Folder – Executive
Committee Agendas
– 8 March 1960
RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241 Acc
5.13.1981 Box
PPS#3
Folder – Executive
Committee, 19601966
RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241 Acc
5.13.1981 Box
PPS#3
Folder – Executive
Committee Agendas
– Jan 10, 1961;April
11, 1961;

Repairs not elaborated.

Downstairs there is ample office
space and a store room for the
Consultant Bureau
8 March
1960

Executive Committee gives
allowance for Consultant
Committee to make
improvements to 24 Meeting St.

10/28/1960

Executive Meeting, Treasurer’s
Report on occupancy costs of 24
Meeting St. for 12 months ending
September 30, 1960

1. gutter repairs – 47.00
2. Plumbing repairs - $31.24
3. Stove repairs - $19. 48
4. Mendes – Repairs - $223.15
5. Floor refinishing - $175.00

10 January
1961

New heating installation

Executive Committee voted
$1000 for new heat installation
at 10 January 1961 meeting

Entry for stove repairs indicates that the building
was still heated by wood or coal stoves.

Finance committee report for quarter ending 31
may 1961 reported $1494.53 expended on 24
Meeting St (includes $1000 for new heating
installation)
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Description

Source

Comment

Folder – Finances,
1961
20 June
1961

Shutters for downstairs

Executive Committee discussed
purchase of shutters for
downstairs windows at 20 June
meeting

RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241 Acc
5.13.1981 Box
PPS#3
Folder – Executive
Committee Agendas
– 20 June 1961

10 October
1961

Parking lot at rear

Executive Committee approves
improvements to rear parking
lot. Mrs. Sharpe will cinder top
the parking lot and plant in
simplest form for convenience at
this time. $1047.64 set aside at
this time

15May
1962 and
12 June
1962

Painting of exterior of building
discussed by Executive
Committee

25 July
1962

Executive Committee Mtg.. –
voted to fix roof, report on vents
fixed in ceiling

RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241 Acc
5.13.1981 Box
PPS#3
Folder – Executive
Committee Agendas
– 10 October 1961
RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241 Acc
5.13.1981 Box
PPS#3
Folder – Executive
Committee Agendas
– 15 May 1962, 12
June 1962
RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241 Acc
5.13.1981 Box
PPS#3
Folder – Executive
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Executive Committee Mtg.. –
Voted repairs needed to fence and
gutter

18
February
1964

Executive Committee Mtg.. –
Report on shutter purchases

16
November
1964

Proposal and request to Rhode
Island Foundation from PPS for
repairs to Old Brick School House

Description

It was reported to the Executive
Committee that The Providence
Washington Insurance Co. had
noted that PPS should repair the
fence and gutter at their
headquarters (24 Meeting St.).
Voted by the Executive
committee that this be acted
upon.
Details not elaborated

Request for financial support of
exterior repairs and restoration
of 24 Meeting St.
Two proposals offered:
A. $5,835
 Repair and/or install
new gutters and
flashing;
 Strip present roof,
install slate roof ($3,060
with gutter work)
 Replace sash windows
to 12/12 ($850)

Source

Comment

Committee Agendas
– 25 July 1962
RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241 Acc
5.13.1981 Box
PPS#3
Folder – Executive
Committee Agendas.
17 December 1962
RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241 Acc
5.13.1981 Box
PPS#3
Folder – Executive
Committee Agendas
– 18 February 1964
Rhode Island
Foundation_PPS
Grant Files (at RI
Foundation)
Letter from
Washington Irving,
President, to Dr.
Robert W. Kenny,
Secretary, The
Rhode Island
Foundation, 16
November 1964

Report not found in RIHS_PPS Collection files

PPS hopes RI Foundation will provide a grant of
$6,000 to cover at least the cost of Proposal A.
President Washington Irving stated that “the
Consultant Bureau has already raised money to
create a suitable parking lot with fencing and
planting on the north side of the building; for
improvement of the heating system; and for
better kitchen facilities. Mr. Robert Lynch has
developed a plan (contributed) for restoring the
interior. The Committee members have
themselves bought paint and painted the
downstairs office. They have paid for restoring
the fireplace wall in this room and for painting
the President’s office. They have also raised
money for the construction and installation of
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Description








Replace casement
windows on south side
with windows to match
the other in the building
($1,500 with rear entry
work)
Replace rear entrance
with proper entry
Scrape and sand brick
work ($425 with brick
and trim work and
painting)
Strip front door and
portions of front
entrance
Paint all exterior trim,
two coats

Source

Comment
nine pairs of interior shutters. Their investment
of money has been $2,858.60.”

B. $9,670
 Repair and install slate
roof as above ($3,060)
 Replace sash windows
to 12/12 ($850)
 Replace casement
windows on south side
with windows to match
the other in the building
($1,500 with rear entry
work)
 Sandblast all exterior
brickwork and stone
foundation, point up all
mortar joints in
brickwork and
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Event

Exterior Repairs

Description
foundation, replace
spoiled brick, reset
loose brick, relay
section of brick wall
under 1st floor window
west of front entrance
($4,260)
Repairs include:
-new roof - $1300
$3,000 from RI Foundation to
be used for repairs to roof,
gutters, painting, and repair of
some of the windows. The slate
roof could not be procured
because it would be unsafe.

Source

Comment

RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241 Acc
5.13.1981 Box
PPS#3
Folder – Executive
Committee Agendas
– 15 December 1964,
19 January 1965;
Finances Folder,
1965.

RI Foundation voted to give PPS $3000 for
various types of repairs from unused funds from
previous year returned by the Valley Art
Association originally intended for the restoration
of the Tiffany House as their headquarters. PPS
need to raise $3500 more to complete repairs

Letter, Antoinette
Downing, Vice
President of the
Heritage Foundation
of Rhode Island to
Robert W. Kenny,
Secretary, RI
Foundation, 16
November 1964.
1 Dec.
1965

Grant of $500 from RI
Foundation to PPS

Objective of grant not stated. It
may have been to support work
at 24 Meeting St.

RI Foundation Files,
Grants to PPS.
Letter, Robert W.
Kenny, Secretary, RI
Foundation, to
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Event

Renovation/repairs of second
floor; replacement of large Fresh
Air School windows, electrical
updating, new baseboard heat
upstairs

Description

“Following plans made by Mr.
and Mrs. Robert Lynch more
than 3 years ago, the room
(second floor) has been restored
as nearly as practicable to its
18th c. appearance.”
-permanent wall has been
installed at the east end to allow
for a kitchen, reducing the large
meeting room from 5 to 4 bays
-fireplace at the west end has
been reopened
-two small windows now
replace the full length windows
installed for the open air school
-all windows fitted with 12/12
sash and paneled shutters
-careful investigation showed
that under 6 layers of paint the
wooden trim and heavy ceiling
beams were originally covered
with a thin varnish glaze tinted a
very dark brown. This scheme
has been reproduced. The
second layer of paint, probably
put on about 1790, is almost the
same yellow grey green used on
the woodwork of the main
downstairs room
-all electrical work for whole
building renewed
-baseboard heating installed

Source
Washington Irving,
President, PPS, 1
December 1965
PPS Newsletter, Feb
1967, Vol. VI, #1, p.
3

Comment

Funding for restoration and electrical work came
from the earnings and contributions of members
of the Consultant Bureau, a gift from the RI
Foundation, and gifts from 4 dedicated friends.
PPS paid for heating system, friends in heating
business contributed materials.
The work may have also included the addition of
the iron hand rails to the front steps.
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1968

Front hall painted, plaster and
woodwork repaired, new heating
installed

July 1969

Repairs of two baths

1969

Install cast iron dampers in
chimneys

Description
upstairs
Front hall painted “mustard
gold” complete with white walls
and dark “mahogany-red” stair
treads
Richard A. Solomon,
Contractor, work on two baths:
1) rip out existing partitions in
bathrooms and install center
partition dividing two
bathrooms
2) install fan in bathroom which
has no window
3) install new light fixtures and
do whatever wiring necessary
4) stud all walls to bring to one
level and completely replaster
ceilings and walls
5) install lavatory and replace
obsolete plumbing with copper
pipe
6) do all finish work necessary
after plastering completed
A. Brown & Sons of Pawtucket
install 2 new cast iron dampers
in fireplaces

Source

Comment

PPS Newsletter, Vol.
VII, April 1968,
Number 2
RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241 Acc
5.13.1981 Box
PPS#11
Folder – 24 Meeting
St. repairs, etc.
Estimate by Richard
A. Solomon,
Contractor, of
Providence

Estimate dated 10 January 1969 for $1,100
Approved by Board of Directors 5/20/1969

RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241 Acc
5.13.1981 Box
PPS#11
Folder – 24 Meeting
St. repairs, etc.
Letter dated 22 May
1969 to A. Brown &
Sons from Frederic
L. Chase, Jr., Exec.
Dir. of PPS

Estimate from A. Brown & Sons, General
Contracting, of Pawtucket, RI dated 7 January
1969 for $150 to install 2 new cast iron dampers
in fireplaces, labor and materials; approved by
the Board May 1969. Work to be done as
convenient.
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Event

Description

1969

Install storm windows on 6
downstairs windows

August W. Mende, Inc.,
Woodworkers, of Providence to
construct and install stock wood
storm sash, 1/1, made to fit
openings, with two coats of
paint applied, windows installed
with screw eye fittings and
Visco weatherstripping put on.

1969

Replace asphalt tile floor in
bathrooms

1970

Floors cleaned and finished

Main meeting hall – floor
cleaned with steel wool and
paste waxed
Front Hall, 2nd floor – floor
cleaned with steel wool and
polyurethaned

April 1971

Store to be opened in Old Brick
School House

At the End of April 1971 the
Consultation Bureau is to open a
store at 24 Meeting St. in which
they will sell hard to obtain
articles for one’s home. The

Source
approving work and
cost
RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241 Acc
5.13.1981 Box
PPS#11
Folder – 24 Meeting
St. repairs, etc.
Letter dated 21 May
1969 to August W.
Mende, Inc., from
Frederic L. Chase,
Jr., Exec. Dir. of PPS
approving work and
cost
RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241 Acc
5.13.1981 Box
PPS#11
Folder – 24 Meeting
St. repairs, etc.
RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241 Acc
5.13.1981 Box
PPS#11
Folder – 24 Meeting
St. repairs, etc.
RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241 Chip 1,
Annual meeting
report, 1971.

Comment

Estimate from August W. Mende, Inc.,
Woodworkers, of Providence of $35 per window
(additional $12.50 if custom made); approved by
Board, letter sent 21 May 1969 by Frederick L.
Chase,Jr., Exec Dir., PPS,
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18 April
1972

Director’s Report to Annual
Meeting

11 Nov.
1975

Grant received from RI
Foundation for $250 for
refinishing the flooring in the
Providence Preservation Society
headquarters

1977

Code analysis for 24 Meeting St.

Description

Source

shop will be in the former
President’s Office.
Director thanks the Consultation
Bureau for raising funds to have
the kitchen painted, a new
railing around the back stairs,
and linoleum put on the floor of
the kitchen, Money was raised
from needlework classes,
workshop tours, individual
donations.

RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241 Chip 1
Folder – Director’s
Report to Annual
Meeting, 18 April
1972

Report of meeting between
Geoffrey Palmer of the
architects design group with
Providence Building Inspection
Department representative John
Pagliaro.
Pagliaro approved of the plan
for first floor and the proposed
revisions for the second floor.
Second floor revisions entailed
provision of a direct access from
the Meeting Room to the rear
stairs and a two hour separation
of the rear stair from the kitchen.
Items to be executed in order to

Comment

RI Foundation grant
files, Grants to PPS;
letter, John E.
Marshall, III, RI
Foundation, to
Charles E. Neu,
Executive Director,
PPS, 11 November
1975.
RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241 Acc
5.13.1981 Box
PPS#11
Folder – 24 Meeting
St. repairs, etc.
Chip 1 – Executive
Committee Meeting
Minutes, 2 Nov.
1977.
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Event

Building repairs for FY1977

Description
have the building conform to the
Building Code:
1. Add out-swinging door to
bottom of rear stair
2. Provide automatic door closer
on boiler room door
3. Eliminate storage of mops,
brooms, etc., from under stairs
and boiler room
4. Protect undersides of stair
structures with gypsum board or
plaster
5. Protect exposed studs at
partition between meeting room
and kitchen with gypsum board
or plaster
6. Provide door closers on all
egress doors
7. Provide lighted exit sign at
egress doors
8. Provide emergency lighting at
all exit ways and areas of exit
travel
Completed the following:
1. Plumber removed roots from
waste pipe
2. sash locks installed
3. plumber fixed faucet
4. heating repairs
At March 16, 1977 meeting of
board of Trustees budget for
FY1978 was approved and
included $2,300 for building
repairs and improvements, and

Source

Comment

RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241 Acc
5.13.1981 Box
PPS#11
Folder – 24 Meeting
St. repairs, etc.
House Committee
related Expenses and
Approved budget,
Memo to William R.
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1978

Current list of needs

1978

Interior partially painted

Description

Source

included painting of the front
hall and small office.

Davis, Chairman,
House Committee,
from Mrs. Arria
Bilodeau,
Administrative
Assistant, 3 June
1977/
RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241 Acc
5.13.1981 Box
PPS#11
Folder – 24 Meeting
St. repairs, etc.

1. Creation of reference room –
construction of shelves for
reference materials
2. Emergency lighting
installation
3. Painting of plaster walls in
meeting room
4. Storm windows
In consultation with Consultant
Bureau interior has been
partially painted.
$385.00 expended for painting
upstairs meeting room walls and
ceiling;
$90 expended for painting,
touch up of front hall floor, and
small office

1978

Work area rearranged; feasibility
study for resource study area;
landscape plan

Geoffrey Palmer contributed
plan for rearranged workspaces,
furniture on 2nd floor
rearranged, replaced, repaired;
equipment for slide lectures
added. Feasibility study showed
that present storage and
stockroom can be converted to a
study area; low maintenance

Comment

Assessed by House Committee 4/19/78

RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241 Acc
5.13.1981 Box
PPS#11
Folder – 24 Meeting
St. repairs, etc.

RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241 Acc
5.13.1981 Box
PPS#11
Folder – 24 Meeting
St. repairs, etc.
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Description

Source

landscape plan begun by Mrs.
Carl Haffenreffer, PPS
Landscape consultant, and
drawn up by John A. Gwynne,
Jr.

Comment

House Committee, Report of income and
expenditures as of October 13, 1978

Fence repair - $15.00 expended ;

1979

Roof repair;
Lavatory repairs

Reference Room carpentry
(shelving and doors) and
electrical - $1225.00; painting –
$200.00; additional painting,
touch up, front hall floor $90.00
$210.00 expended for roof
repair;
Linoleum for lavatory floor,
lavatory cabinet.
Finished work:
 work on roof;
 New shelving and doors
in Reference Room
 Work on roof

RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241 Acc
5.13.1981 Box
PPS#11
Folder – 24 Meeting
St. repairs, etc.

House committee Accounts, end of First Quarter,
Fiscal Year 1980, dated 6/28/1979, A. Bilodeau

Report of House
Committee, 17 April
1979

Unfinished business:
 Completion of reference
room with additional
shelving and doors and
paint
 Covering of kitchen
counters
 Painting front and rear
doors
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Description

Source

Comment

RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241 Acc
5.13.1981 Box
PPS#11
Folder – 24 Meeting
St. repairs, etc.

Kitchen counters recovered through gift of
funding from Bertha Greenough (hand-written
letter dated Tues./9th/79 from Nelia Goff to Lil
Cumming, House Committee).




FY1981

House Committee Budget
Allocations for 24 Meeting St
repairs

1980

New burner for oil furnace, gas
hot water heater

Electrical work;
Refinishing of flooring
of entire first floor.
Approved budget allocations:
-new burner on furnace
$300
-new hot water heater
$400
-wall to wall carpeting for
Director’s Office and Reference
Room
$500
-recovering kitchen counters
$100
-roof repair
$200
-refinishing floors in upstairs
meeting room, upstairs from hall
-replacing linoleum and fixing
floor in small bathroom
$645
-furnace shut-off relocated
outside furnace room at Fire
Dept. request
$50
-new overhead light fixture in
Director’s Office
$50
-added storage shelves
$25
Summer 1980 new burner for oil
furnace purchased from Petro
Oil Co., including new aquastat,
thermostat, a furnace cut-off
switch located outside the
furnace room, and a cad cell
relay liner for the boiler. In

RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241
Annual report of he
Buildings and
Grounds Committee,
April 1980 to April
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Description

Source

addition, hot water system
disconnected from main furnace
and attached to new 40 gallon
gas hot water heater

1981

1980

New wall to wall carpeting
installed in downstairs office area

1980

Installation of garden in front of
School House

1981

Shutters for Director’s Office

Commissioned in the fall of
1980, to be installed in Spring of
1981

18 August
1981

Construction of shelter for
garbage cans; developing simple
improvement plans for kitchen
and storage area

Director’s Report, 18 august
1981. Carpenter is providing
bids on plans approved by
Kevin Moore of the Historic
District Commission and
Richard Harrington of the
Consultation Bureau

RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241
Annual report of he
Buildings and
Grounds Committee,
April 1980 to April
1981
RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241
Annual report of he
Buildings and
Grounds Committee,
April 1980 to April
1981
RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241
Annual report of the
Buildings and
Grounds Committee,
April 1980 to April
1981
RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241
Box 16 Acc
3/17/1994 Director’s
Report, 18 August
1981

Comment

Wall to wall carpeting replaced two oriental rugs
sold to local rug dealer for $800
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25 June
1982

Lamp post in front of the Old
Brick School House was hit by a
car

27 August
1982

Benches installed at front of
School House

Description

Source

Brakes failed on parked car that
rolled into lamp post. Insurance
o car owner will pay for repair
to straighten lamp post. The
post was repaired over the next
several weeks.
$800 expenditure approved
February 1982.
Benches installed as reported in
Director’s Report, 27 August
1982. Thanks to Carol
Haffenreffer.

MSS 241
Box 16 Acc
3/17/1994
Director’s Report, 25
June 1982

Comment

RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241
Memorandum of the
Buildings and
Grounds Committee,
8 November 1982,
Deedee Perkins to
Edith Rathbun and
Lanny Parker;
Box 16, Acc.
3/17/1994
Director’s Report,
August 27, 1982

5 October
1982

Office in the Old Brick School
House was broken into and
robbed

November
1982

Office robbed and ransacked two
more times since first incident on
5 October.

December
1982

Burglar alarm installed, door
locks changed

MSS 241
Box 16 Acc
3/17/1994
Director’s Report, 22
October 1982
MSS 241
Box 16 Acc
3/17/1994
Director’s Report, 26
November 1982
MSS 241
Box 16 Acc
3/17/1994
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Description

1982

Ivy removed from exterior of
building

Removal of ivy from exterior
walls for inspection of masonry.

31 January
1983

Director’s Report
Improvements to 24 Meeting St.
completed

March
1983

Director’s Report – more shelf
space to be constructed

Improvements completed in
January:
 Exterior floodlights
installed
 Crack in masonry on
south wall over crawl
space entrance repaired
 Mason with help of an
architect is studying the
cause of bowing of the
west wall
 Significant plumbing
problem corrected
Gladys Perkins has arranged for
more shelf space to be
constructed (location in building
not specified)

Source
Director’s Report, 23
December 1982
RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241
Memorandum of the
Buildings and
Grounds Committee,
8 November 1982,
Deedee Perkins to
Edith Rathbun and
Lanny Parker
RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241
Box 16 Acc
3/17/1994
Director’s Report, 31
January 1983

Comment

Work to be done by Paul Del Deo, hired to care
for the garden

RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241
Box 16 Acc
3/17/1994
Director’s Report, 28
March 1983
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Description

Source
RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241
Box 16 Acc
3/17/1994
Director’s Report, 29
April 1983
RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241
Box 16 Acc
3/17/1994
Director’s Report, 13
January 1984
RIHS_PPS
Collection
MSS 241
Box 16 Acc
3/17/1994
Director’s Report,
June 15, 1984;
September 7, 1984

April 1983

Director’s Report
Improvements to 24 Meeting St.
requested by Executive
Committee completed.

Improvements included:
 New sign created and
installed
 Restrooms painted
 Garden cleaned up
 Kitchen spruced up

December
1983

Director’s Report
Contractor removed ivy from
exterior of building

Ivy removed in anticipation of
masonry repairs

May-June
1984

Director’s Report
Architect and engineer hired to
perform architectural and
engineering study of west wall.

1984

Total repointing of all masonry
joints and replacement/repair of
spalling bricks on main building
and entry tower; exterior
woodwork painting; window
caulk renewal; new cedar roof
installed; repairs to gutters and
flashing; repair of carpenter ant
damage to roof sheathing boards
over front stair tower.

Report submitted by architect
Clifford Renshaw and engineer
Will Yoder. While wall is
bowing out about 2 inches, the
interior wall is moving with it;
they are not separating. Appears
that wall has not moved
significantly since 1960s, major
rebuilding and repair not
necessary.
Work supported by grant from
Mayor’s Office of Community
Development and Champlin
Foundations - $27,000 each.
All masonry joints cleaned out
by hand and repointed with soft
lime mortar to replicate original.
Work done by County
Waterproofing and Restoration
of Barrington, RI.

Comment

PPS Newsletter, Jan.Feb. 1984, p.3; PPS
Files, Director's
Report, Sept. 15 Nov. 16, 1984;
Champlin
Foundations
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August
1984

Request to Champlin Foundations
for grant of $15,000 to undertake
interior renovations

MarchApril 1985

Director’s Report
Landscape restoration needed as
result of repointing work

1988-89

Work done under 1988 Champlin
Foundations grant

Description

New cedar shingle roof installed
(November), woodwork has
been scraped and readied for
painting. Carpenter ants
discovered to be eating roof
planking over the front door
entry block.
To be done:
-painting interior
-reconditioning hardwood floors
in upstairs lecture/meeting hall
-bringing electrical and fire
detection systems up to code
-upgrading wiring to
accommodate new new air
conditioner and computer
-installation of new furnace to
replace current one
-improvement of library,
kitchen, and storage facilities to
improve ability to serve many
kinds of people and groups
which use facilities
The bushes adjacent to the
building suffered lime poisoning
as a result of the repointing of
the masonry. These were
removed, as was the
contaminated soil. New soil and
plant materials were moved in.
New sign installed at 24
Meeting St.

Source

Comment

PPS Files, Champlin
Foundations Grants,
Letter, Wendy
Nicholas to David A.
King, 24 August
1984

RIHS_ PPS
Collection
MSS 241
Box 16 Acc
3/17/1994
Director’s Report,
April 1985
PPS Files, Champlin
Foundations Grants,
Letter, Wendy
Nicholas to David A.

The remainder of the grant of $15,703 went for
work at Shakespeare's Head: new sign, garden
improvements, repair/improvement of cobble and
brick pathways, installation of irrigation system,
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Request to Champlin Foundation
for $31,240 for work at Old Brick
School House and Shakespeare's
Head

Description

Proposed work:
OBSH
-erection of new cedar board
fence around the back lot;
-installation of french drain at
SW corner to dove severe water
drainage problem;
-repair and partial rebuilding of
brick retaining wall to correct
leaning and deterioration

Source

Comment

King, 31 July 1989

tree removal, new fence on eastern boundary and
new fence post at gate, plants for garden.
Grant awarded December 1990.
During
assessment of wall landscape on west boundary it
was found that the brick retaining wall was in
worse condition that anticipated, would require
more funds.
Fence installed around rear lot.

PPS Files, Champlin
Foundations Grants,
Letter, Wendy
Nicholas to David A.
King, 30 August
1990, 5 August 1991.

Shakespeare's Head
-Painting of exterior and rotted
clapboards.

30 Sept.
1991

Request to Champlin Foundations
for grant for additional $9250 to
repair west retaining wall
(supplement to 1990 grant); to
purchase books, equipment and
furnishings for Technical
Preservation Services Center
($12,000)

31 August
1992

Request to Champlin Foundations
for grant for landscape
improvements at Old Brick

Purchase of computer equipment
Funds to repair the retaining
wall will augment the funds
provided in 1990 grant for repair
to the brick retaining wall, as
they were found to be
inadequate to complete all of the
necessary repairs discovered to
be needed to the more severely
deteriorated wall as reported by
landscape architect and
structural engineer.

Emergency repairs ($13,500):
-new furnace
-replacement of old sewer pipes

PPS Files, Champlin
Foundations Grants,
Letter, Wendy
Nicholas to David A.
King 30 Sept. 1991;
letter David A. King
to Wendy Nicholas,
15 Nov. 1991; 13
December
1991; Report of
expenditures for FY
1991-92 grant from
Champlin
Foundations
PPS Files, Champlin
Foundations Grants:

Awarded 15 Nov.1991. Work carried out actual expenditure $17,552.63

Approved by Champlin Foundations 18 Nov.
1992:
-Sewer and Furnace replacement ($13,500);
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School House, computer
equipment improvements and
emergency repairs

Description

Source

Comment

connecting building to street
-laying of new brick sidewalk in
place of asphalt walkway torn
up by plumbers

Letter, Wendy
Nicholas to David A.
King, 31 August,
1992;

-landscaping and parking lot ($19,800);
-Replace fence ($3500);
-computer upgrade ($2700).

Landscape improvements
($19,800):
-landscape parking area (railroad
ties delineating walkways,
planting areas, and parking area
are rotted; asphalt sidewalk
crumbling;parking lot needs to
be resurfaced and striped,
creation of handicapped parking
area).
The work was completed and
contractors paid as follows:
-David Meloni Landscaping
 Retaining wall –
6/28/1994 - $5000
 Parking lot – 8/1/1994 $10,539
-Dennis Diffley Sewer Repair
 Repair of sewer –
o 8/11/1993 - $95
o 8/30/1994 $150
-F.G. Lees & Son – sewer repair
 6/30/92 - $5931.23
o Replace sewer
system
o Install new
drainage system
o Reconstruct

Letter, David A.
King to Wendy
Nicholas, 18 Nov.
1992; 5 Nov. 1993.
1992 Champlin
Grant Report
Letter, Arnold
Robinson to David
A. King, 8 June 1995

Landscape renovation plan for south and west
sides prepared August 1992 by Bradford
Associates, Sara Bradford, landscape architect
-ivy beds east and west of entrance circle;
-mulch under oak
-top dress entrance circle;
-west side planting (3 Azalea vaseyi, Pinkshel
Azalea);
-prune red maple and honey locust
-west side walk (remove asphalt, brick edging,
blue stone set n sand for walkway);
-parking lot (remove existing paving, grading;
curb return relocation; concrete sidewalk;
retaining walls with brick facing , one side,
precast concrete cap along South Court St;
bluestone on concrete; asphalt paving of lot with
cobblestone edge, line painting; planting.)

Appendix II.48

Appendix II.
Date

Old Brick School House – Chronology of Construction, Repair, Alteration

Event

Description

Source

Comment

slate walkway
-DeBlois Oil
 New furnace –
2/29/1992 - $2340
-John’s Salvage Co.
 Removal of asbestos –
2/29/1992 - $600
-Frank Keedy – oil line repair
 1/29/1993 - $288
-Warren Petro – Furnace work
 2/11/1993 - $165
Herbert Kreuger – Brick
sidewalk repair
 4/301992 and 5/31/1992
- $3500
-Dumpster construction and
materials
 Wayne Trissler –
2/25/1995 - $236.59
-Green Lawn Sprinklers
 Sprinkler system –
4/15/1995 - $2575
-Adler’s Hardware
 Exterior signs –
6/2/1995 - $36.48
Work on the parking lot
landscaping was delayed until
1994 because of need to first
remove underground oil tank
and construct above-ground
housing for a new one. Funding
for this included in 1993
funding request to Champlin
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Request by PPS to Champlin
Foundations for grant for $61,670
for exterior and interior work on
the Old Brick School House and
additional equipment and
furnishings

Description
Foundations.
Completed as follows:
 Landscape renovations
to south and west sides
of property by Bradford
Associates - $3940
 Parking lot – removal of
existing pavement,
replacement with
asphalt, relocation of
curb, building retaining
wall, replacement of
concrete sidewalk and
landscaping - $14,100.
Proposed exterior improvements
($20,000):
 Remove underground
oil tank beneath the
parking lot (found to
have rust hole by
DEM);
 Enlarge the existing
cinder block furnace
room addition, stucco it,
erect new smoke stack
for the boiler, repair
downspout on boiler
room roof (to be done in
conjunction with
delayed landscaping
work)
 Painting exterior trim;
 Replace deteriorated

Source

Comment

PPS Files, Champlin
Foundations Grants:

In letter of 30 June 1993 PPS Director Arnold
Robinson wrote to Champlin Foundations that
1992 Champlin Grant funds would soon be used
for the approved landscape improvements now
that the oil tank has recently been removed from
the parking lot. Construction on parking lot
begun, remaining improvements funded by 1992
and 1993 grants expected to be completed by
September 1 1994.

Letter, Wendy
Nicholas to David A.
King, 20 August,
1993; 5 Nov. 1993;
Letter, Arnold
Robinson to David
A. King, 30 June
1994
Letter, Arnold
Robinson to David
A. King, 8 June
1995; 16 January
1996
1992 & 1993
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Description






signage;
Address problem of
collapsing wall above
the crawl space door in
the front of the building;
Install exterior lighting
over front and back
doors
Trim all trees branches
overhanging the roof

Proposed interior improvements
($34,600):
 Upgrade electrical
wiring
 Install emergency
lighting;
 Install central air
conditioning;
 Install second floor
bathroom to serve
meeting room;
 Redesign kitchen and
storage areas;
 Repair cracking plaster
in 2nd floor meeting
room, repaint

Source

Comment

Champlin Grant
Report;
1993 Champlin
Grant Report

1994 Champlin
Grant Report

Work completed and payments:
Interior improvements
-Harold Smith (Site Plans)
 5/16/94 - $116.38
-E.A. Picard (Structural
Services)
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Description

Source

Comment

 6/24/1994 - $150
-Harold Smith (Drafting
services)
 8/3/94 - $570
-Bert Ferragamo (Interior
contractor)
 9/29/1994 - $9,775
 1/9/1995 - $15,850
 Above work includes:
o Installation of
plywood, studs,
etc. in storage
area
o Plastering,
painting and
repairs to
meeting hall
o Electrical work
for air
conditioners,
etc.
 Install 2-120
volt outlets
& wiring for
condensate
pumps
 Install 2-15
amp 240 volt
circuits &
service
switches for
blower units
 Install 1-30
amp & 1-60
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Description

Source

Comment

amp 240 volt
circuits,
service
switches and
wiring for
compressors
 Install
thermostat
wiring for
second floor
blower
thermostat &
compressor
 Install 1 new
100 amp
circuit
breaker
panel, 100
amp120x240
Feeders from
main service
to closet
storage area
next to
boiler room
 Remove all
wiring from
circuit
breakers at
main service
panel and
rework this
wiring to
make room
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Source

Comment

for 100 amp
feeders
-Home Depot
 12/13/1994 - $98.58 (Kitchen equipment –
misc. items, faucet kit)
 12/20/1994 – $194
(Bathroom sinks and
lavatories)
-Revolving Fund (Kitchen
equipment)
 1/13/1995 - $104.22
-Lechmere (Kitchen equipment)
 8/18/1995 - $96.28
-Circuit City (Kitchen
appliances)
 11/28/1994 - $1,389.91
-Air filter systems
(A.C./Heating)
 2/15/1995 - $7,391
o 5 ton and 2.5
ton a/c
-Fain’s Carpet (Rug)
 3/15/1995 - $3,494
o Wall to wall
carpet, binding
pad
-Danny Lourenco (Floor
sanding and refinishing)
 4/15/1995 - $1,400
-East Side Cleaning (Final
cleaning)
 4/30/1995 - $250
-Basic Service Corp. (Alarm
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Comment

System)
 5/20/1995 - $687.50
o Installation of
Digitrol RF
Commander
security system
to replace
existing service
Exterior Improvements:
-Dept. of Environmental
Management
 4/29/1994 - $50 permit
-E.R. Picket (Oil tank removal)
 7/5/1994 - $2745.20
-D. R. Brown (Boiler room and
door repair)
 10/3/1994 - $1,180
-Nightengale Plumbing/Heating
(Install gas boiler)
 10/7/1994 - $3,658
-Home Depot (Exterior light
fixtures)
 12/22/1994 - $103.58
-Universal Electric Co. (Exterior
lighting)
 4/15/1995 - $527.86
-Clark the Locksmith (New lock
system)
 4/18/1995 - $325.20
-Abcore General Contracting
 2/16/1995 - $650
(Boiler room roof)
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30 August
1994

30 July
1997

Request by PPS to Champlin
Foundations for grant for $64,025
to complete work under 1993
grant at Shakespeare’s Head and
Old Brick School House

Request from PPS to Champlin
Foundations for grant of $9,300
for preservation and rehabilitation
of the Old Brick School House

5/15/1995 - $8,850
(Exterior work)
Request funds for the following
work at Old Brick School
House:
 Additional funds for
installation of airconditioning and
electrical systems
($14,000)
 Relocate staircase to
accommodate bathroom
facilities ($15,000)
 Build mezzanine storage
space ($6,000)
 Install alarm system
($1,200)
Seek funding to repair structural
damage to the Old Brick School
House. This past Spring
discovered extensive termite
damage in the first floor joists
beneath the bathrooms. PPS
hired an exterminator to spray
for insects, and then cleaned the
basement area beneath the
bathroom floors of scrap wood,
and excavated dirt away from
the buildings wooden timbers
($7,000 – remainder for carpet
at Shakespeare’s Head)
Work completed:
 Restoration Carpentry -

PPS Files, Champlin
Foundations Grants:
Letter, Arnold
Robinson to David
A. King, 30 August
1994

PPS Files, Champlin
Foundations Grants:
Letter, Arnold
Robinson to David
A. King, 30 July
1997
Letter, David A.
King to Arnold
Robinson, 19
November 1997; 15
December 1997; 11
May 1999;

Funding approved 19 November 1997. Included
an additional $7,000 to replace two sides of the
roof at Shakespeare’s Head building. Check
delivered 15 December 1997.
In letter of 11 May 1999 Champlin Foundations
was informed that the structural insect damage
was completed.
In letter dated 7 February 2000 it was stated that
the left-over funds from the 1997 grant would be
used to repaint the trim and windows in the Old
Brick School House (spot-painted) in the spring
of 2000 as well as preventive maintenance work
at Shakespeare’s Head building $3,600).

Letter, Christopher
C. Corkery to David
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$600
Ceramic tile flooring $300
 Remove and reinstall
fixtures, paint both
baths two coats - $600
 Locksmith - $171
Architectural investigation and
Investigation of the framing and
planning project for remodeling of structure of the Old Brick
24 Meeting Street
School House was undertaken at
the request of the Board of
Trustees of PPS to prepare
architectural drawing and a
proposal for remodeling of the
building for use as meeting and
office space by PPS after the
acquisition of the property from
the City of Providence.
Application to Champlin
Application Purpose:
Foundations for grant to purchase Acquisition of 24 Meeting Street
24 Meeting St. from City of
Application Amount: $341,500
Providence


2012

4/30/2012

Source

Comment

A. King, 7 Feb.
2000.

The work was carried out under the oversight of
project manager Clark Schoettle by architect
Peter Borgemeister; architect Ed Wojcik of Ed
Wojcik Architects, Ltd.; Structural Engineer
Leon Yoder of Yoder and Tidwell, Ltd.; and
mechanical engineer Steve Wilkinson of
Wilkinson Associates, Inc.

PPS Grant files,
“Real Estate
Acquisition
The Property at 24
Meeting Street
Providence, Rhode
Island Known as
The Brick School
House (ca. 1769)
4/30/2012
PPS Press release, 3
December 2012

The project generated extensive and detailed
architectural drawings of current conditions and
plans for remodeling.
The acquisition is part of a plan to acquire and
rehabilitate the building for use as both public
meeting space for educational programs related
to historic preservation and office space. After
submitting the winning bid for the purchase of
the property, the Providence Board of Contract &
Supply voted to authorize the sale of 24 Meeting
Street to PPS on 6/20/2011. On 12/6/2011, a
purchase and sale agreement was signed with the
City for a sales price of $391,500, 90% of an
appraisal provided by Peter Scotti, dated
1/28/2009. PPS paid the City $50,000 as a
deposit, and is seeking support from the
Champlin Foundations for the remaining
$341,500. Grant was awarded to PPS by the
Champlin Foundations, December 2012.
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Grant application to 1772
Foundation

Description

Request for $15,000 for
replacement of roof at 24
Meeting Street.

Source

Comment

PPS Grant files

Acquisition completed 3/27/2013.
Deed recorded in Providence Land Records Vol.
10534, P. 275.
A $15,000 grant from the 1772 Foundation, along
with a matching $15,000 investment would fund
the project, according to the most recent
estimates, provided in 2010.
Awarded August 2012.

9/2012

Phase I(a) archaeological
investigation - disturbance
assessment and Phase I(b)
archaeological reconnaissance
survey
at the Old Brick School House, 24
Meeting Street in Providence,
Rhode Island conducted by PAL,
Inc..

The purpose of the investigation
was 1) to locate and identify any
pre- or post-contact period
archaeological resources on the
property potentially eligible for
listing in the State or National
Registers of Historic Places
(National Register), and 2) to
provide baseline archaeological
data about the landscape and
cultural material profile of the
property as an aid to future
project planning. A total of 14
50-x-50-cm judgmental test pits
(JTPs) were excavated on the
property including 12 test pits in
the north, south, and west yard
and garden spaces, and two test
pits in the crawlspace beneath
the building.

PAL Report,
“TECHNICAL
REPORT, THE OLD
BRICK SCHOOL
HOUSE PHASE
I(A)
DISTURBANCE
ASSESSMENT
AND PHASE I(B)
ARCHAEOLOGICAL
RECONNAISSANC
E SURVEY
Providence, Rhode
Island” by Sarah
Sportman and
Kristen Heitert.
Submitted by:
The Public
Archaeology
Laboratory, Inc.
26 Main Street
Pawtucket, Rhode

The testing yielded a total of 968 post-contact
period artifacts, a small brick feature possibly
associated with a former garden or brick wall
construction, and a broad, largely disparate crosssection of fill soils that are associated with
landscaping, grading, filling, construction, and
utility line installation episodes dating to the later
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. No evidence
of intact eighteenth- or nineteenth-century
landscape surfaces, stratified yard features, or
substantial structural/architectural remains was
encountered. Management recommendations
include archaeological monitoring during
construction-related activities in the (untested)
north parking lot; archaeological monitoring for
any ground-disturbing activities in excess of 3.5
feet below grade in the surrounding yard areas;
and additional testing in the crawlspace in the
event that additional floorboards are removed in
advance of restoration or rehabilitation activities.
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Island 02860
September 2013
5/14/2013

Request for reallocation of grant
funding from 1772 Foundation

Request to reallocate $14,400
grant approved by 1772
Foundation in August 2012 from
the proposed replacement of the
wood shingle roof to fund the
immediate purchase and
installation of Portland
brownstone at the front steps of
the Brick School House along
with repairs to the front entry,
and door replacement.

PPS Grants files,
Application to 1772
Foundation, May 14,
2013.

This project included upgrades to the door
surround at the front entrance and necessary
modifications to the step run to accommodate a
new, larger brownstone slab at 24 Meeting Street,
Providence. These repairs are part of a plan to
rehabilitate the building for use as public meeting
space for educational programs related to historic
preservation and office space. PPS is also
requesting that the deadline for completion be
extended to December 31, 2013.
Work carried out October – December 2013.
Description
 Purchase of 6'-6 1/4" x 2'-11 1/2" x 7"
Portland brownstone slab
 Resurfacing existing brownstone steps
 Installation of brownstone slab
 Front door surround-related repairs
(including plinth repair, reconfiguring
railing, replacement of wooden
threshold)
 Prepare and paint door surround, and one
coat on storm window frame within
entrance projection
 Masonry and flashing repairs at entry
pediment
 Replace non- original front door, as
advised by architect
 Front door hardware
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Date
12/23/1800
1815
1817
7/22/1819
10/21/1819
1/27/1820
7/22/1820
10/26/1820
1/25/1821
4/26/1821
7/26/1821
10/21/1821
1/24/1822
4/25/1822
7/25/1822
10/24/1822
1/23/1823
4/24/1823
5/22/1823
1/22/1824
4/19/1824
7/22/1824
10/21/1824
1/21/1825
4/21/1825
10/27/1825
7/27/1826
1/25/1826
4/21/1827
7/26/1827
1/24/1828
4/24/1828
7/24/1828
9/23/1828
1/22/1829
4/30/1829
8/27/1829
11/25/1829
2/25/1830
5/27/1830
8/26/1830
11/26/1830
2/24/1831

The Old Brick School House: Statistics of School Attendance, 1800-1897
District School
Boys Girls Total

121 68
98 56
112 88
117 102
69
99
99
112
107
81
97
108
119
136
139
133
138
122
96
90
95
102
88
72
66
89
83
80
84
56
53
50
68
57
58
66
48
46
51
57

97
72
88
73
77
61
96
83
69
70
74
78
84
91
62
62
80
90
71
53
99
79
45
54
57
86
52
52
70
62
57
66
62
49
53
56

230
189
119
154
200
219
191
166
171
187
185
184
142
193
191
188
206
213
211
222
213
158
152
175
192
159
125
165
168
128
134
141
142
105
102
138
129
115
132
110
95
104
113

Primary School
Boys Girls Total

46
5
47
31
32
37

22
26
21
19
16
13

29
27
24

15
14
13

African School
Boys Girls Total

68
31
68
50
48
50
40
44
41
37
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Date
5/26/1831
8/25/1831
11/24/1831
2/23/1832
5/24/1832
8/23/1832
11/22/1832
2/21/1833
5/23/1833
8/22/1833
11/21/1833
2/27/1834
5/22/1834
8/21/1834
11/26/1834
2/26/1835
5/21/1835
8/1835
11/25/1835
2/25/1836
5/25/1836
8/25/1836
11/24/1836
2/23/1837
5/25/1837

The Old Brick School House: Statistics of School Attendance, 1800-1897
District School
Boys Girls Total
58
50
61
63
55
36
48
58
62
45
54
56
55
61
51
70
64
66
64
58
52
48
56
62
64

47
31
34
31
35
23
23
39
43
41
39
42
42
40
47
55
57
44
49
45
51
63
39
45
48

105
81
105
94
90
59
71
97
105
86
95
98
97
101
98
125
121
110
113
103
103
111
95
107
112

Primary School
Boys Girls Total
24
18

15
9

African School
Boys Girls Total

39
27

No figures given
No figures given
discontinued
20
23
43
23
35
58
14 10
24
20
31
51
26 27
53
19
17
36
29 28
57
23
20
43
65
36
22
58
35
32
67
21
21
42
33
36
69
24
16
40
35
33
68
31
29
60
39
39
78
21
26
47
60
39
99
21
23
44
54
43
97
26
25
51
54
38
91
34
24
58
50
37
87
45
31
76
48
33
81
32
24
56
37
33
70
12
8
20
26
14
40
12
7
19
59
29
88
24
28
52
55
39
94
26
13
39
29
33
62
16
15
31
56
20
76
37
20
57
50
30
80
39
28
67 E side
14
13
27 W side
1841 New Grammar School built in 2nd District at corner of Angell and Prospect Streets.
White children attended there rather than school on Meeting Street.
5/22/1846
23
23
46
Grammar
School

8/14/1846
11/20/1846
2/19/1847
4/15/1847

36

38

29
29
27
26
29
21
24
26

30
30
26
27
20
11
32
21

74
Primary
School
59 –GS
59 - PS
53 – GS
53 – PS
49 – GS
32 - PS
56 – GS
47 – PS
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11/19/1847
2/18/1848
5/19/1848
8/11/1848
11/24/1848
2/23/1849
5/25/1849
11/23/1849
2/22/1850
5/24/1850
8/9/1850
11/22/1850
5/23/1851
11/21/1851
2/20/1852
5/21/1852
11/19/1852
2/18/1853
5/20/1853
8/5/1853
11/18/1853
2/17/1854
5/19/1854

The Old Brick School House: Statistics of School Attendance, 1800-1897
District School
Boys Girls Total

Primary School
Boys Girls Total

African School
Boys Girls Total
21
26
28
27
20
28
20
32
20
30
27
33
24
34
18
34
30
30
21
37
14
31
23
26
34
26
42
30
30
30
18
30
18
27
16
28
20
20
24
30
33
18
30
27

21
20
29
17
29
22
27
24
29
21
23
18
22
34
16
30
12
27
19
32
7
33
21
34
26
18
20
12
23
26
22
18
20
21
14
18
17
12
19
28
27
12
32
29

42 – GS
46 – PS
57 – GS
44 - PS
49 – GS
50 - PS
47 – GS
56 - PS
49 – GS
51 – PS
60 – GS
51 – PS
46 – GS
68 – PS
34 – GS
64 – PS
42 – GS
57 - PS
40 – GS
69 - PS
21 – GS
64 - PS
44 – GS
60 – PS
60 - PS
44 – GS
62 - PS
42 – PS
53 – GS
56 – PS
40 – GS
48 – PS
38 – GS
48 – PS
30 – GS
46 – PS
37 – GS
32 – PS
43 – GS
58 – PS
60 – GS
30 – PS
62 – GS
56 - PS
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District School
Boys Girls Total

Primary School
Boys Girls Total

African School
Boys Girls Total

8/4/1854
11/24/1854

24
20
31

23
26
30

22/23/1854
1862
1863

47 – GS
46 – GS
61 - PS
62 - GS
60 - GS

1867

Colored Evening School
Established
24 Meeting St.

1867
Grammar and
Primary
schools
(last year)
1869

111

53

163

93

40

1870
1871
1872
1873

76
75
45
233

54
32
55
68

70

23

249
231
144
237
196
169
183
123
181
191
155

55
84
42
82
60
71
82
51
42
81
92

133
Evening
school
130 - ES
107 – ES
80 - ES
301-ES
(white)
93 – ES
(colored)
304 - ES
315 - ES
286 - ES
319 - ES
256 - ES
240 - ES
265 - ES
174 - ES
223 - ES
272 - ES
247 - ES
99 - ES

1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
1889
1890
1891
1892
1893
(Last year in
operation)
1896

107
Cooking
School
(15 per
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District School
Boys Girls Total

Primary School
Boys Girls Total

African School
Boys Girls Total
class)
194
Cooking
School

1897

Sources for attendance figures:
1800 – 1828 - RIHS - Providence Public School Records, MSS 214, SG 4, Series 1, Oversize volume 1, Town
Council School Committee Records, 1800-1828,

1828 - 1837: RI State Archives Records of the School Committee - Volume 2, 1828-1837.
1840-1897 – Annual Reports of the School Committee of Providence.
Note:
1. The attendance figures for 10/26/1820 and 1/25/1826 may be reversed with regards to the numbers of boys
and girls in attendance at the District 2 school. The attendance figures for these two dates appear anomalous and
may represent an entry mistake of the clerk who copied the information into the bound volume.
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