
 
 
 
 
 
May 13, 2021  

 

Christina H. Paxson, President 

Brown University 

1 Prospect Street 

Box 1860 

Providence, RI 02912 

 

RE: Brook Street Residence Halls   

 

Dear President Paxson, Chancellor Mencoff, and The Corporation: 

 

We would like to thank Brown University for community outreach efforts regarding the proposed Brook 

Street residence halls. We are writing to you as a consortium of volunteer community advocates, 

stakeholders, and taxpayers that has convened to make a consolidated appeal regarding the Brook Street 

plans.  

 

Over the fourteen months that we have been aware of this project, there has been inconsistent messaging by 

Brown on a number of fronts. Members of our neighborhoods are losing trust and call for a just response 

from you.  

 

These proposed buildings are poised to have a profound and lasting impact on their surroundings. While we 

understand that expanding on-campus housing is the University’s goal, and one we support, imposing an 

internal 350-bed goal for this particular project seems arbitrary and constrains the project’s outlook in several 

key, counter-productive ways. There has been no evidence presented as to why Brown needs 350 beds at this 

location. At this edge of our historic district and Brown’s campus, that number is overwhelming to nearby 

residents, bringing impending implications known all too well for residents who live near large student 

facilities. This location is more connected to the historic neighborhood than to the campus and therefore 

should be scaled and designed appropriately. As you move forward with this project, we, the undersigned 

fellow community members, ask that you consider the following perspective and the four actionable 

concerns below: 

 

1. Scale on the east side of Brook Street should be reduced to four stories to maintain scale with 

neighboring houses  

With regards to scale, the building to the west of Brook Street, with its adjacency to VGQ, can be taller 

towards Charlesfield Street but should step down towards Power Street. The building on the east side of 

Brook Street should reflect the residential massing and scale of the neighborhood (2-1/2 to 3 stories) and of 

Barbour Hall (4 stories, appearing to be 3-1/2 stories). This reduction in scale will effectively remove beds, 

achieving a neighborhood goal stated above, and advance a more contextual streetscape along Brook Street 

that does not tower over abutting properties or create a cavern along the street.  

 

2. The architectural design should be compatible and in harmony with neighborhood architecture 

The current designs are not acceptable. There is no relevance to neighboring historically significant 

architecture. In fact, they are derivative of the firm’s work at other institutions, and an awkward placement in 

historic Providence. This is especially recognizable in the current design’s trendy rooflines, which are 

incompatible with the neighborhood’s prevailing forms. We understand that new construction need not 

mimic the old, but there should be recognizable cues as to why the construction fits.    
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3. First floor retail space should be restored to be inclusive of the community, and to contribute to city 

taxes as consistently promised over the course of the proposal 

Students and residents alike have expressed concern regarding the displacement of retail services. As is, the 

property hosts businesses that are widely regarded as community amenities. Additionally, as you are aware 

the current commercial spaces generate approximately $44,000 for the City of Providence in annual taxes. 

Brown has repeatedly pointed to its initially proposed 2,500 sq. feet of ground-floor commercial space as a 

key generator for continued commercial tax payments. The community is resolute in the opinion that this 

continuing source of city revenue be restored in the proposal, and that promises of tax neutrality and/or net 

gain be honored. The wide consensus holds that retaining the retail space would serve as a greater 

community amenity than the alternatively proposed green space. The commercial space should, however, be 

designed in a way that is of a size that attracts neighborhood-scale retail and/or food service, as it does now. 

 

4. Preserve three existing historically significant houses instead of tearing them down 

Brown proclaims itself a champion of historic preservation. As important as preserving major buildings like 

the Nicholson House is preserving those that contribute to the fabric of College Hill and Fox Point. The two 

historic homes at 66-68 and 70-72 Charlesfield should be preserved and re-used. The property at 245 Brook 

should be moved to the vacant lot at 126 Power Street, which would make strides in preserving the 

streetscape. These actions would knit the residence halls more gracefully into our historically significant 

neighborhood.  

 

In the interest of civic compromise and community partnership, please be advised that were Brown to honor 

our four actionable concerns, our consortium would support Brown moving the western residence hall 

southward into the historic district. 

 

Please note that the point of contact regarding our issues is Nick Cicchitelli, President of FPNA, who can be 

reached at 401-265-5901. We look forward to continuing this dialogue and hope that you will consider this 

input that the undersigned consortium of volunteer community advocates, stakeholders, and taxpayers have 

shared with you. 

 

 

Respectfully,  

 

Fox Point Neighborhood Association 

College Hill Neighborhood Association 

Mile of History Association 

Providence Preservation Society 

Hope Alswang and Henry Joyce, 134 Power Street  

 

cc: 

Mayor Jorge O. Elorza 

Governor Dan McKee 

Representative Chris Blazejewski 

Representative Edie Ajello 

Senator Gayle Goldin 

Councilman John Goncalves 

Councilwoman Helen Anthony 


