
 

 
 

June 16, 2021 
 
Sent via electronic mail 
 
 
Fox Point Neighborhood Association 
P.O. Box 2315 
Providence, RI 02906 
 
College Hill Neighborhood Association 
P. O. Box 2442 
Providence, RI 02906 
 
Mile of History Association 
24 Meeting Street 
Providence, RI 02903 
 
Providence Preservation Society 
24 Meeting Street 
Providence, RI 02903 
 
Hope Alswang and Henry Joyce 
134 Power Street 
Providence, RI 02906 
 
 
Dear Neighbors, 
  
Thank you for writing in May to share your perspective on Brown’s plans for the Brook Street 
residence hall project. Brown recognizes the challenges associated with students living in the 
neighborhoods surrounding  campus, including the effects of rising rents on Providence residents 
and the impact of rental unit quality on local neighborhoods. One of the primary goals of this 
project is to alleviate these local housing concerns by increasing the University’s housing 
inventory and returning more undergraduate students to campus. 
  
In each of our campus projects, Brown is committed to meaningful engagement with neighbors 
and community organizations. As such, we began sharing plans for the Brook Street residence 
hall project through a series of community meetings beginning in February 2020. Members of 
the community had the opportunity to provide feedback on the proposal through 12 public 
meetings, which included options to submit written feedback, verbal feedback, and ask questions 
of Brown staff and project architects. In addition, Brown’s Office of Government and 



Community Relations has met privately with local stakeholders  and maintained open lines of 
communication with the community. 
  
Throughout this process, concerns were raised about points including building scale and design, 
the transition from the neighborhood to the residence hall site, overlap with the Providence 
Historic District, a planned retail space and the demolition of three houses. We appreciate the 
concerns that were raised. Based on this extensive community feedback, Brown significantly 
revised its plan to address a number of these concerns directly. The revised plan: 
 

● measurably reduced the size of the project, reducing the above-ground footprint and 
overall scale of the western building by 16,000 square feet and stepping down both 
buildings from five stories to three stories on the southern edge to address concerns about 
the streetscape; 

● eliminated approximately 50 beds from the residence halls, with the new plan providing 
housing for approximately 350 students;  

● increased the setback distance between Power Street and the western building’s southern 
side to move the structure outside of the Providence Historic District boundary and 
enable a better transition to the local neighborhood; 

● eliminated the planned retail space facing Power Street to address the concerns about the 
potential for added pedestrian and vehicle traffic expressed by some members of the local 
community; 

● and added publicly accessible green spaces at the southern end of both buildings to 
enhance the transition from the residence hall to the surrounding community to 
complement the neighborhood’s scale and respect the historic district. 

  
With regard to the three houses that would be impacted by this project, it’s important to make 
clear that Brown  engaged in extensive efforts to support their potential relocation, including 
offering significant subsidies for moving the properties, placing paid advertising in local media 
and commissioning video tours of the houses for interested parties. In addition, the University 
partnered with the Providence Preservation Society and City Councilman John Goncalves to 
directly engage with housing-related nonprofits and other individuals who may have been 
interested in the homes. Unfortunately, while this process generated some interest initially, the 
University received no applications from interested parties. 
 
I recognize that the extensive revisions we have made in response to community input and the 
efforts made to relocate the three houses will not be seen as sufficient by many of you, and that 
your preferred outcome would be a dramatically smaller residence hall or no residence hall at all 
on this particular site. While I understand your concerns, I am confident that the University can 
plan, design and construct the residence halls in a responsible and respectful manner. As a 
nearby neighbor myself, I am particularly mindful of the delicate balance between the 
University’s mission and considerations of deep importance to the local community, especially at 
the boundaries of the institutional zone, within which the University has been directed by the 
City to center its physical campus.  
 



While this site is near the boundary of the institutional zone, it is also adjacent to multiple 
residence halls, as well as student and faculty apartments and homes. We believe that the 
additional presence of approximately 350 students in this area will have minimal day-to-day 
impact, while removing these students from off-campus apartments throughout College Hill will 
have a significant positive impact on the issues of concern noted above. As we continue to refine 
the design in the coming months, we will remain acutely aware of the project’s context and 
surroundings, just as we have with other recent construction and renovation projects, including 
the Watson Institute for International and Public Affairs, the Engineering and Applied 
Mathematics buildings, and the Health and Wellness Center and Residence Hall along the Brook 
Street corridor. I am confident the new residence hall project will be seen over time as an added 
benefit and value to the neighborhood. 
  
In addition to the early 2020 public meetings, Brown has presented its revised plans in several 
public forums this spring with neighborhood associations and other community organizations. 
An additional forum to share these revised plans will take place virtually at 7 p.m. on Monday, 
June 21. I hope you will be able to attend.  
 
Again, thank you for writing. I look forward to our continued engagement. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
 
 
Christina H. Paxson 
Christina H. Paxson 

https://brown.zoom.us/j/94650917768

